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J^tat^ of llhod^ Island and fitomd^nr^ ilantations* 

Secretaey's Office, Providence, ) 
December, 1856. j' 

ITo the Honorable General Assembly : 

The Third Apnual Report on the Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths j 
in this State, is herewith submitted. It includes an abstract of those facts, reported 
under the Registration law, which occurred in the year ending December 31st, 1855; 
It has been compiled, like the preceding, and in accordance with the statute, under 
direction of a committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society. The immediate label* 
of superintending the formation of the tables, and of preparing the report, was 
placed in the hands of Charles W. Parsons, M. D., of Providence. I hope that 
the publication of so instructive a series of documents will redound to the honor and 
advantage of our State. 

Respectfully submitted by 

JOHN R. BARTLET1\ 

Secretary of States 



Providence, December 22, 1856, 
To the Honorable John JR. Bartlett, 

' Secretary of State, 

Dear Sir : In the absence of Dr. Mauran, Chairman of the (^mmittee df the 
Rhode Island Medical Society, the remaining members of the committee, have attend- 
ed to the duties required by the " Act to provide for a Registration of Births, Mar- 
riages, and Deaths." 

I am happy to state that the returns for the year 1855, have l)een found to be 
much more complete than those of any prenous year. Returns more or less perfect 
have been received from even' town in the State. It is a subject of congratulation to 
know that in a large number of cases this improvement in the character of the returns 
is owing to an increased interest in the s'.ibject by the town clerks of the several 
towns. Much is also due to the exertions of Dr. Parsons, in reminding to^ni clerks 
of their duty, and in urging tl cm to its pcrfomiancc. Imperfections still exist, but 
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from the assurances received, we are confident that the present year will show a still 
greater improvement. 

The benefits and importance of a complete registration of births, marriages, and 
deaths, are beginning to be understood and felt by the community, and when properly 
understood and appreciated, the collection of complete returns i^-ill be comparatively 
easy. 

In accordance i^-ith the unanimous desire of the Committee of the Medical Society^ 
Dr. C. W. Parsons, of this city, again consented to prepare the abstract of the 
returns received, and the result of his labors is embodied in the report herewith pre- 
sented. Beside the advantages of the experience acquired in preparing the preceding 
report, Dr. Parsons has every qualification requisite for such a work, and particularly 
that of a deep interest in the subject itself. Some alterations and improvements have 
been made in the tables, and the report is considerably shorter than last year. It 
will be foimd to be a complete abstract of the returns as received, and to contam 
much information, and many suggestions, of great importance to the inhabitants of 
the State- 

Respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

EDWIN M. SNOW, 

For the Committee. 



Piio\TDExcE, December 22, 1856. 
To the Committee on Registration, 

of the Rhode Island Medical Sbciely : 

Gentlemen, In presenting the Third llegistration Report, I wish to thank you 
for your kind ad-vice and aid frequently afforded me in preparing it. The tables were 
framed under my own constant observation, and with great care to eiisure accuracy. 
The press has also been carefully re\'ised. The prelimmary arrangements of your 
committee afforded me more time than previously, and I hope that the report will 
show fewer marks of haste than its predecessor. I have endeavored to present the 
facts and views it contains in as concise a form as was consistent with clearness. 

Yours very respectfully, 

C. W. PARSONS. 
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Table U. BIRTHS. 1865. 



iiC'oNTaa. 



Skx. 




Jan, 

Feb. 

March 

April 
May 

June 

My 

Aug. 

Sept. 
Oct. 

Nt)V. • 

Dec. 



MaleSf 

Femalet*, 

Unknowb, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females,, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males^ 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Mai est. 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, , 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
MaleSf 
Females, 
Unknown J 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown^ 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1855. CoNTiNtJED. 



Aggregate, 



SEX 



Males, 
Females, 
Uaknown, 
Totals, 



1492 
1421 
13 



Dtv-iBtfiirs or Tov btitE. 



119 

102 

1 






2926222159422 



76224194 
83; 194 186 

-.j 4 1 

383 



803 

789 



1592 



76 

65 

7 

148 



ooLonsn outLi^Hkic. 






120 
124 



2,44 



Table III. TWIN BIRTHS. 1855. 



DiTIBlOHB or THE 


1 
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*§ 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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M 


F 
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u\f 
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F 


M 


F 


M 
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ii' 


F 


M 


F 


M 


F 


M, 


F. 


Bristol county, (J... 


_ 
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., 


,. 
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* p * * 


.. 


_ 




2 
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1 
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Kent county, A 




. ^ 


, » 












, » 


„ , 
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^ , 


, J 


I, ■ 




■ t 


, , 


^ , 


3 




Iffewport dotmtj, c . 


, . 












♦ * 


t . 






4 




^ , 




1 


1 




* * 
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* • 
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TowusofPnjT. co.ti. 


, , 


, , 


1 


1 


3 
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. w 




, , 


2 


1 


i 


« f 
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* r 


2 
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* i 


1 1 
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11 


Proridenoe city, c. . 


1 


1 
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, » 
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t w m m 
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^ , 


, , 


t w 
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2 


15 
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Washington oo- /- . 


'■ 


- 


.* 


- 


- 


- 


I 1 


- 


- 


■-■ 




- 


■■ 


- 


■ ■ 




'■ 


*^ 


*» 


1 


1 


Total 


J. 


J. 


^ 


J^ 


1 


^ 


1 1 


_4 


_i 


_G_ 


_! 


_6 


_2 


^ 


_i 


:.L 


J 


4 


J 


32 


26 



a Parents in two cases American, in oibe of unknown nativity. OccnpationB of the 
Others, one&rmer, one master mariner, one unknown. 

b Barents American; fitther a physician. 

c Parents in three cases American, in one Ii^. Occupations of the fothers, one 
engineer, one laborer, one seaman, one trader. 

d Parents in four cases American, in four Lrish. Occupations of the &ther8, baker, 
drayman, fitrmer, laborer, operative, overseer in mill, painter, tailor. 

e Parents in five cases American, in five Irish, in one English, in one German. Oocu- 
|>attons of the fitthers, one carpenter, one grocer, five laborers, one lawyer, one moulder, 
t)ne shoemaker, one stair builder, one teamer. 

f Parents American; &ther a mason. 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1855. 



MONTna 



January 

February . - i 

March 

April 

May . . . . . * . 

June ....... 

July,, .. .. . 

August 

September • * , 

October 

November . - . 

December . • . 

Unknown. 

Total* 



108 

100 

75 

121 

118 

111 

105 
130 
162 
141 
99 
6 



uiviaioxtJ or tat stat*. 



6 
1 
4 
1 
4 
5 
1 
1 
3 
16 
7 
5 



1,375 i 53 



10 

7 
7 

12 
9 
7 

12 
8 
7 
7 
5 
8 
2 



101 



'A 



17 
24 

8 
17 
19 
12 

6 
17 
16 
19 
20 
14 



189 



2 i? 



22 
24 
25 
28 
28 
20 
32 
27 
37 
38 
32 
14 
1 



328 



a 



49 
39 
24 
60 
53 
48 
57 
47 
54 
81 
68 
53 
3 



636 



4 
6 
7 
3 
5 
7 
3 
5 
13 
2 
9 
5 



68 



Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 1855. 





AGB8 OF WOMBN. 


Cm 
O 

1 


Aoss OF Mbn. 


i 


J 


I 


I 


! 

^ 


f 
S 




1 


J 


I 


a 
1 

s 


$ 1 


Under 20, 

20-^25, 

25—30, 

30—35, 

35—40, 

40—45, 

45—50, 

50—55, 

55—60, 

60—70, 

70-80, 

Unknown^ 


39 

188 

60 

14 

4 

2 

. . 

1 

. • 
1 

• • 

2 


7 

242 

130 

45 

21 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

3 


1 
36 
66 
50 
21 
8 
4 
• • 

3 


. . 

4 
16 
16 
14 

7 
5 
2 

• . 
2 

• • 


2 

1 
2 
7 
9 
4 
2 
1 

. . 
1 


. . 
1 
1 

2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
• • 


2 

4 i 

3 
3 
1 

• • 


'.2 

i 

1 


1 

. • 
3 

• . 

2 


2 


• • 

4 
276 


47 

477 

274 

130 

71 

37 

16 

15 

9 

14 

4 

281 


Whole No. 
of Men, 1 


311 


457 


189 


66 


29 


20 


11 


4 


6 


2 


280 


1,375 
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Table VI. DEATHS, in 1855. 
Arranged by months. 



MOJTTHa 



BH^. 



DITIKTO^B OF THE fiTAtfl. 






^ 



cluhbh rir tuK 



January, ^ 
febnu&iyi - 
Marah . . < . 

April 

iffty 

June . . . t , 
JiUy...... 

August . , . 

October ..« 
November * 
Deoember ^ 



Females?, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Totjil, 
RIalDi, 
Females^ 

Totd, 
Moles, 
Femklea, 

Tot&U 
Males, 
Femalea, 

TotAl, 
Malca, 
Fema-les, 

Total, 
Maleg, 
FemaJjea, 

Total, 
Maleai 
Fcmalest 

Total, 
Males, 
Female^!, 

Totjii, 
Moles, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Ftjiuales, 

Total, 
Males, 
Female, 

Totaif 



60 
67 

117 
76 
G6 

142 

ea 

85 

153 

79 

G3 

142 

S3 

70 

153 

65 

47 

102 

U& 

88 

X86 

115 

106 

221 

100 

106 

205 

73 

85 

1G8 

65 

71 

13Q 

65 

73 

1 2B 

2 

1 

8 



12 
6 
4 

10 
6 
5 

10 
1 



7 

10 
17 

5 

1 

G 
15 

9 
24, 
12 

7 
19 

8 
IC 
24 
10 

5 
15 

7 

6 

la 
4 

& 


10 

21| 11 

10 5 
fj 
14 
1 
2 
Z 
4 
3 



7 

13 
9 

"q 





7 

12 
19 
16 

22 
7 
15 
22 
13 
12 
26 
IB 

20 
6 
8 
14 
16 
17 
33 
27 
17 
44 
18 
25 
25S 43 
111 12 



5 
10 
10 

7 
17 

e 

12 

18 

4 

9 

13 

12 

S 

20 

8 

7 

10 
10 
4 
14 
12 
16 
28 
10 
16 





20 

6 

4 

6 
10 
16 



21 

33 

12 

9 

21 

8 

8 

16 

1 

1 

2 



34 
26 
60 
SS 
46 
83 
29 
41 
70 
40 
31 
71 
46 
33 
7G 
31 
26 
66 
58 
52 

110 
62 
65 

127 
51 
44 
26 
30 
41 
71 
37 
49 
86 
30 
44 
74 



4 
3 
7 
5 
1 
C 
8 
4 

12 
3 
4 
7 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
8 
1 
S 
4 
5 
5 

10 
5 
S 
8 
4 
S 
7 
2 
3 
6 



3 
3 
2 
5 
7 
3 
3 



1 1 
1 1 



Aggregate, 



Males, 
Females, 
Total, 



917 
1846 



100 

81 

181 



64 
42 
% 



94 
106 
20O 



156 
169 
314 



486 
496 
d82 



40 
33 
73 



3 


23 


8 


30 


11 


63 
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Table VH. DEATHS, 
Jn the several period* of life. 1855. 





mx. 


1 


Dirinom or iw ikati. 


COtO^IA FIBBOKB tJI(7J.nD- 
1D TM TfiK FAVOtDlMQ. 


(^ 


1 


i 


fr 

!? 


^1 


1? 

s 

1 


1 

1 


1? 


1 


g 

fc 


£1 


1 


•z ( 


Males, 


194 


25 


12 


7 


27 


120 


3 


2 


1 


4 > 


2 


• « 


m\ 


Females, 


131 


8 


4 


5 


22 


90 


2 
5 


1 


I 


* * 


a 


.. 


^\ 


Total, 


325 


33 


16 


12 


49 


210 


3 


2 


« • 


5 


>• 


. i 


Males, 


103 


4 


5 


5 


22 


66 


1 


• • 




» • 


3 


* * 


ll 


Females, 


98 


4 


2 


4 


19 


67 


2 


■• 




» A 


3 


■ a 


-\ 


Total, 


201 


8 


7 


9 


41 


133 


3 


.. 




4 * 


6 


• • 


» ( 


Males, 


43 


10 


1 


4 


.1 


20 


3 


' ♦ 




• • 


2 


« • 


i{ 


Females, 


42 


3 


2 


3 


7 


27 


• • 


m * 




b • 


1 


* « 


Total, 


85 


13 


3 


7 


12 


47 


3 


• ' 




■ m 


3 


4 » 


M 


Males, 


30 


3 


4 • 


3 


4 


19 


1 


1 

* * 




m m 


■ t 


t- ■ 


Females, 


22 


1 


« • 


2 


2 


17 


w- * 


.. 




m m 


• • 


4 • 


Total, 


52 


4 


■ • 


5 


6 


36 


1 


• • 




• ■ 


• 1 


P ■ 


n 


Males, 


18 


8 


■ • 


1 


1 


7 


1 


p • 




fe k 


1 


4 a 


Females, 


13 


2 


A » 


■ * 


3 


7 


1 


• ■ 




* • 


• ■ 


,4 


Total, 


31 


10 


_ ^ 


1 


4 


14 


2 


* ■ 




» * 


1 


< t 


«- 1 


Males, 


388 


50 


IS 


20 


59 


232 


9 


a 


"i 


* * 


8 


.* 


Ml 


Females, 


306 


18 


8 


14 


53 


208 


5 


1 


1 


* ■ 


7 


1 i 


it 


Total, 


694 


68 


26 


34 


112 


440 


14 


3 


2 


• P 


15 


M 




Mates, 


42 


6 


■ ■ 


6 


4 


25 


1 


a V 




m- * 


1 


» ♦ 


3{ 


Females, 


32 


2 


• f 


5 


10 


15 


.. 


1 




■ • 


2 


* * 


Total, 


74 


8 


■ • 


11 


14 


40 


1 


1 




■ • 


3 


1 1 


^ ( 


Males, 


e 


2 


• w 


2 


2 


2 


« w 


• a 




■ ■ 


• « 


• 4 


l{ 


Females, 


18 


2 


1 


4 


4 


6 


I 


■ m 






1 


** 


Total, 


26 


4 


I 


6 


6 


8 


1 


« ■ 






1 


af 


ti 


Males, 


17 


3 


• « 


3 


2 


10 


• «' 


« A 




.* 


a 1 


<T 


Females, 


47 


1 


1 


7 


12 


24 


. 2 


I 






3 


!• 


Total, 


64 


4 


1 


9 


14 


34 


2 


1 






3 


,P 




Males, 


87 


5 


4 


5 


13 


57 


a 


P I 




• ■ 


3 


n 


l\ 


Females, 


94 


8 


4 


9 


17 


54 


2 


1 






3 


t * 


Total, 


181 


13 


8 


14 


30 


111 


5 


1 






6 


a* 


u 


Malea, 


61 


4 


4 


4 


10 


35 


4 


* ■ 




t • 


1 


» V 


Females, 


88 


8 


5 


8 


11 


51 


5 


■ > 






a 


1 • 


Total, 


149 


12 


9 


12 


21 


86 


9 


* ■ 






3 


1 • 


V 


Males, 1 


65 


3 


4 


7 


14 


36 


1 


■ • 






6 


t * 


Females, 


65 


4 


5 


11 


12 


29 


4 


1 






3 V 


Total, 


130 


7 


9 


18 


26 


65 


5 


1 




2 


9 


» 
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Table VII. DEATHS. Contiktjed. 





«KX. 


J 




nnMara ot nn hmti. 




ooi.<>»«ii FBinoNB moi-xru- 

«S IN TUB PAl CEDING. 


1 


t 

•5 

■c 
m 




1 
1 


If! 


1 

1 


i 
1 


1 # 

1 1 
I.I 


i 


1 




g i 


Males, 


70 


3 


4 


12 


14 


33 


4 


■ « > 


P • 4 


4 


4 * 




Feroalea, 


73 


11 


2 


10 


10 


36 


4 


1 . 


2 


2 


1 


Total, 


143 


14 


6 


22 


34 


69 


8 


1 . 


. 2 


6 


1 


V 


Males, 


64 


8 


6 


9 


19 


22 


V 1 


I . 




^ , 






Females, 


63 


5 


1 


13 


8 


m 


4 


« * • 




3 






Total, 


127 


13 


7 


22 


27 


54 


4 


1 . 




3 








Males, 


5fl 


9 


4 


10 


7 


17 


11 






p . 






I I 


Females, 


61 


n 


8 


15 


6 


17 


4 


!! *] 


1 !! 


1 






i\ 


Total, 


119 


20 


12 


25 


13 


34 


15 


.. ] 


1 .. 


1 






B i 


Males, 


37 


6 


7 


6 


4 


9 


5 






. » 








Females, 


52 


9 


7 


8 


7 


19 


2 




\ "i 


2 






Total, 


89 


15 


14 


14 


11 


28 


7 




. 1 


3 






i ( 


Males, 


8 


• • 




4 


1 


3 


■ ■ 




. 2 


> • 






l\ 


Females, 


10 


1 




2 


2 


5 


■ I 




p * 








Total, 


18 


1 


a ■ 


6 


3 


8 


■ m 




2 








^ ( 


Males, 


3 


■ * 


^ ^ 


1 


■ i 


1 


m m 






» 4 






t \ 


Females, 


■ m 


■ • 




a » 


m 1 


• « 


• I 






* « 






U 


Total, 


2 


A « 




1 


• I 


1 


» « 












i i 


Males, 


22 


1 


3 


6 


6 


4 


2 












Females, 


8 


1 


* m 


t, * 


7 


' • * 


4 • 












Total, 


30 


2 


3 


6 


13 


4 


2 






* ■ 






i 


Maloa, 


929 


100 


54 


94 


1.55 


486 


40 


3 1 


I 3 


23 


■ • 


h 


Females, 


917 


81 


42 


106 


1.59 


496 


33 


6 2i 8 


30 


3 


Total, 


1846 


181 


96 


200 


314 


982 


73 


9 3l 11 

-^ 


53 


2 



10 
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Table X. 



OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH. 1855. 
Ages under twenty years being omitted. 
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REPORT. 



The law which provides for a Registration of BirtbSt Marriages, 
and Deaths J in Rhode Islaotl, requires the Secretary of State to 
^receive the returns, and '* annually, w^th such assistance as shall 
^Bbo rendered by any authorized conimittee of the Rhode Island 
^fcledical Society," to make and publish a general abstract and 
^^report. The Medical Society has yearly appointed a committee 
^or this purjiose, its chairman being Dr, Joseph Mauran, the early 
ind constant advocate of a registry system, to whom we are 
Indebted, more than to any other person, for its snccessfnl estab- 
lishment* The writer of the present report has performed hia 
task under the supervision of this committee, with the sanction 
and occasional aid of the Secretary of State. 

Particular remarks on the character of the returns are giyen in 

the appendix. It will be seen that they show more improvement 

the period covered by this report than ever before- We have 

"good reasons for confidently believing that they will continue to 

^mprove. Some inBtanceB have lately attracted general notice, in 

phich the want of authentic record of a marriage or a birth has 

led to severe inconvenience or loss, involving the riglits, interests, 

ad reputable position of individuals. There are signs, also, that 

Ihe attention of intelligent persons has been drawn to the broader 

[laes of a system of registration, as a means of illustrating the 

iocial state and movements of a people, and the laws that govern 

^be loss and reproduction of its members. Our large city, itself 

Bontaining more than a quarter of the inhabitants of the State, 

las taken a high stand, as to the accuracy and fullness of its 

Kegistry, and the character of annual reports, which it has just 
»egun to issue in a permanent form- The profession whose aid is_ 
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moat importaDt in this matter has, by its recogoisad organisation, 
taken an active part in procuring the enactment of a registry laxv, 
and has shown its interest in the subject by aiding in carrjang 
out the details of this lawj and by repeated expressions of opinion 
in the form of resolutions* The small and compact territory of 
our State offers peculiar advantages for such a united effort* Still, 
much remains to be done, in awakening public interest in this 
nndertaking, and securing the faithful perfonnance of the duties 
required of clergymen, physicians* to\in clerksj and other parties, 
Few positive results can be obtained in the first years of registrar 
tiont and our system must as yet be valued for what it promises 
rather than for what it has actually done. 

In the preliminary tables of this report, the city of Providence hafl 
been separated from the towns of Providence county, making six 
instead of five divisions of the State, There are two reasons for 
this ; the facts from this city are much more fully reported than 
those from other parts of the countj^; and the contrast between 
farming or manufacturing places, and the compact tity, is one ol 
the most important which our study presents. 

The choice and arrangement of topics in this report have been 
determined very much by a desire of uniformity, so that its state- 
ments may admit of being easily compared with former Khode 
Island Reports, and with those published elsewhere. With a like 
viewj to enlarge the range of inquiry, the results of registration 
for former years have been introduced in many cases* This allowi 
comparison between succesaivo years, and brings the aggregate 
results nearer to absolute truth, by increasing the sum total oi 
&ct3. In a few years, it will probably be well to prepare a gene-; 
ral abstract, including computations dravm from the tables o\ 
several past yeai-s. 

Our observations will be arranged under the following heads 
First, a sketch of a few results, as to population, of the census of 
Providence, taken at the middle of the year to which this report 
refers. Next, we offer a comjnentary on our preliminary tables^ 
under these divisions, Births, Marriages, Deaths, Causes of DeatW 
Occupations. Many subsidiary tables on particular topics are 
introduced in this part of the document; and on many subjects 
we have posted up the results for the whole time covered by the 
Khode Island reports. In the appendix, are some remarks on the 
sources from which our facts are derived, extracts from letters of 
towij clerks, on the workings of the law, &c- 
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CENSUS OF PEOVIDENCE. 



In July and August, 1855, a census of the city of Providence 
was taken, under direction of a committee of the City Council, 
and under the immediate care of the City Registrar.* The abstract 
of this census has been published in pamphlet form. It presents 
a very perfect analysis of the population of Providence at the 
exact middle of the year to which the present Registration Report 
refers, the statistics being ascertained as they e:?cisted on the first 
of July, 1855. It also gives notices of the growth of the city and 
its condition at several former periods, an account of previous cen- 
suses, and many very valuable statements as to the manufactures, 
trade and other business of Providence. A second edition of this 
pamphlet was called for within a few weeks of the appearance of 
the first. It may, therefore, be presumptuous in me to suppose 
that any facts borrowed from this source will reach any new 
readers, through the comparatively limited circulation of this 
report. But, knowing that the copies of the census were eagerly 
sought and generally circulated among the residents of Providence, 
I may Venture to think that this document, distributed under State 
authority and to all the towns of Rhode Island, will be seen by 
some to whom these facts may be new and interesting. 

The population of Providence in the middle of 1855, was 
47,785. In twenty years it had increased nearly 150 per cent., 
(147.8). In twenty-five years it had nearly trebled ; in fifteen 
years, it had more than doubled ; in ten years, it had increased 
more than 50 per cent. This increase v^as at a much faster rate 
thain that of the State at large. At the last United States census, 
the State had increased in twenty years not quite fifty-two per 
cent., and in ten years, about thirty-five and a half per cent. 

The whole number of males, in Providence, in 1855, was 
22,777, and that of females, 25,008, or 109.79 females to 100 
males. The colored inhabitants were 1,390, or only 2.9 per cent, 
of the whole population, and not quite so many, in actual number, 

♦ Eclwin M, Snow. M. D. 



IIED REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1855. 



as io the year 1825. The preponderance of fi;nialen was iimch 
greater amoDg them thrm among the white. 



WMie * * 


Mulea. 


FsmiUtM, 




22,m 

mi 


24,209 

7^ 


185.111 


Colotrd 





The proportion of those living at each period of life was statedl 
hy us, in the Second Eegistratioo Report (page 12), eleven divifi-l 
ions of age being made. The average age of tlic living was 25.07 1 
years. In the United States, in 1S50, it was 22*89 years* 

The whole number of the iababitants of Providence, bom with*! 
in the United State&j was 30,682, or 70.48 per cent., of all ; the] 
foreign-born were 13,^32, or 27.69 per cent.; those of unknouTil 
nativity, 871, or 1.83 per cent. Of theae, 17,095 were bom in 
the city, (or 35.77 percent.of thepopnlatiou), 6,753, (or 14.13 per 
cent), were born in other parts of the State, and 9,834, (or 20.5S 
per ceot.), in other parts of the United States. The natives of 
Ireland were 10,508, or 21.99 per cent,, of all the inhabitants of 
the city J while all the others born out of the United States! 
aoiouoted to only 2,724, or 5.70 per cent. There were 491 natives J 
of the British American provinces, 1,121 of England, 462 of ScotH 
land and Wales, 394 of Germany, (including Prussia and Au stria) jj 

The census shows how many of the inhabitants of Prondeucaj 
were born in each town and city in the State, and each State of 
the Union. Of the other places in the State, those which con 
tributed most stand in the following order: North ProvidenceiJ 
Warwickj Smithfield, Newport, Scituate, Cranston, Johnstoii>i 
Cumberland, Bristol, Coventry. Of the other States: Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut J New York, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont 
Pennsylvania, Mainland, 

The parentage of the inhabitants, (or nativity of their parent8)J 
is exhibited separately, and Dr. Snow remarks that, '*for the pur-| 
poses of moral, social, and vital statistics, the parmtage of thi 
population is at the present time of more importance than thK 
nativity." The reason assigned for this is, that foreign immigra-^ 
tion seems to have reached its culminating point. Hence th^H 
increase of population of foreign extraction may be expected to be^^ 
hereafter mostly by births fn their families living here, — rand 
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ill studying the population \idtii a practical view, under its aani^ 
'tary, educational, and other aspects, these children ought to be 
classed more properly with the foreign than with the American 
class. 



PAEEHTAGE. 



Kamber 



Amftrle&Ji, 


Foreign. 


Irish, 


UnknowTiH 


27,807 
58.38 


40.G7 


15,701 
B2M 


45@ 






In the Second Registration Report, (pp. 11 — 13), we compared 
the distribution thi'ough tlie di fib re at periods of life, of the city 
population, with that of the inhabitants of the State at large, and 
of each se\^eral county- We found that the city had a higher ratio 
of its inhabitants in the ages of early childhood and eady adult 
life than had the State at large, and lower ratios in every period 
of life after foxiy- In the cen^a now before ua, the City Regis- 
trar says that the distribution through the ages, now ascertained 
in Providence, may be called the natural distribution Ibr a city 
population like ours ; and he shows the variations from this stand- 
ard, in each ward of the city, and among the inhabitanta of 
(Araericaii and those of foreign parentage separately p It appears 
that the latter have a higher percentage than the American popu- 
lation, in almost exactly those periods of life in which the city 
lias a higher ratio than the country towns, %"iz : under five and from 
iifteen to forty. Under five there are actually more children of 
foreign than of American parentage in the city, (31B9 to 2905). 
If we compare the ivhok population of the State with those of 
American iHirmUiccc in the city, we shall find no such contrast as 
that above mentioned; we shall have, for example, in the period 
of life Under five, a higher proportion in the whole State than in 
the city. Thus, the peculiarities as to age of the city popnlatioa 
depend in a great degree on the foreign element, The high pro- 
;portioii of persons of foreign extraction in the city^ is connected 
with a very high ratio of young adults and young children, — the 
motst frequent victims of many of our most fatal diseases* In 
every period of life after forty years, the Americans have a great 
preponderance- 

The census exhibits very remarkable contrasts between the 
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wards in their variations from the standard or general average. 
These are of the highest value for the purposes of the City Regis- 
trar 'xnd Health Ofhcer, but hardly require to be quoted in a report 
intended for the State at large. 



BiKTHS. 



The whole number of Births, reported as having occurred in the 
towns and cities of this State, in the year 1855, is 2,926. In this 
number, the children known to have been still-born are not in- 
cluded. Eveay case of twins is counted as two births. We are 
J)articular to state this, on account of having had difficulty in ascer- 
taining what rule was followed in the Massachusetts reports, and 
in some others. 

The births reported for 1855, are 821 more than were reported 
for 1854. In the First Registration Report, the monthly average 
was 154.92, in Period No. I. of the Second Report (June Ist — ^De- 
cember 31st, 1853) it was 142.29, in the year 1854, 175.42. In 
our present report, the monthly average is 243.83. The average 
number in a day is eight. 

We cannot estimate accurately the proportion of births to popu- 
lation. The city of Providence stands in this respect on a wholly 
different footing from other places, the city being canvassed for 
this particular purpose, by inquiries from house to house. The 
births for 1855 were ascertained in January, 1856, The average 
monthly number was 133, or nearly twenty in a month more than 
were reported in previous years. They were one to every thirty 
of the inhabitants of the city, by the census of 1855. 

The proportion of children born in the two sexes, in the State, 
was as follows : Males, 51.22 per cent.. Females, 48.78 per cent*, 
or almost exactly 105 males to 100 females. 

It is thought that the excess of male children born is greatest 
under circumstances most favorable to physical health and vigor. 
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Such a general relation appears to exist in oui* present returns, as 
we think the following scale will show : 

In 1855, there wore born, according to record y 

In the towns of Newport county, 117.5 males to 100 females. 

** ** Washington county, 116.9 *' *< " 

In the city of Newport^ 112.5 ** *' ** 

In the towns of Providence county, 103.2 " *< •« 

In the city of Providence, 101.8 ** " *< 

In the last three years, the births have been thus distributed 
through the months. In calculating the percentages, we omit the 
births of which the date is not given. 

BIRTHS, 1853—56. 



January . 
February 
March . . . 
April . . . 

May 

June 

July 



Number. 


Percentage i 


524 


7.69 


650 


8.07 


671 


8.37 


541 


7.94 


548 


7.97 


632 


7.81 


576 


8.45 



August . . 
September 
October . . . 
November . 
December . 
Unknown . 



Total . 



Number. 


Percentage. 


628 


9.21 


601 


8.82 


589 


8.04 


591 


8.67 


570 


8.36 


[8] 




6824 


100.00 



Or, in the four seasons of the year, 



Spring, 1655 
Summer, 1736 



24.28 per cent. 
25.47 " " 



Autumn, 1781, 
Winter, 1644, 



26.18 per cent 
24.12 « « 



In the city of Providence, there were 720 children bom in the 
first six months of the year, and 880 in the last six months, accord- 
ing to the City Eegistrar's report. The report, states that this 
difference is wholly in the births of children of foreign parentage. 
"The children of American parents born were, during the first 
six months, 319, and during the l#st six months, 320, showing no 
difference of any consequence in the seasons ; while the children 
born of foreign parents, were 358 during the first, and 497 during 
the last six months of the year, — a difference of 139. The chil-^ 
dren of mixed parentage are omitted." This difference is ascribed 
to the depressed condition of public health during a large part of 
the year 1854, in the summer months of which there was a great 
increase of mortality, mostly from cholera. This increased mor- 
tality was almost confined to the foreign population. *'We have 
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in this fact another illustration of the disastrous effects of an epi- 
demic upon the prosperity of a community, and of the importance 
of sanitary precautions. An epidemic not only destroys the lives 
of the people, but also reduces the number of children born." 

In other parts of the State, there were but sixty more births 
reported as occurring in the last than in the first six months of the 
year. 

The parentage of children bom is exhibited, in the tables for 
1854 and 185-5, in a somewhat different manner from that which 
was adopted previously. The cases of "mixed" parentage, — 
where one parent was American, and tlie other foreign, — are dis* 
tinguished from others. We will show, in concise form, the births 
for these two years arranged under three heads, American, Foreign, 
and Mixed. Those of unknown parentage are omitted, in casting 
the percentages* 







BIRTHS IN 1854 


AND 1855. 

Mixed. 








Bristol county . . . 

Kent county 

Newport county. . 
Towns of Prov. CO. 
Providence city . . 
Washington co. .. 

Whole State.. 


American. 


Foreign. 


Uiik'n 


TotaL 

■ 


Xo. 


Per ct. 


1 
No. \ Per ct. 


No. 


Per ct. 


No. 


Ko. 


Per cent 


238; 75.08 
168 70.29 
477i 77.50 
328, 62.71 
1266! 42.83 
132j 80.00 


57: 17.98 

60 26.11 

113 18.37 

181' 34.61 

1612 61.15 

29 17.68 


22 
11 
26 
14 

178 

4 


6.94 
4.60 
4.07 
2.68 
6.02 
2.42 


11 

24 

60 

6 

12 


382 
289 
689 
688 
2961 
177 


100.00 
lOO.OOi 
100.00 
lOO.OOi 
100.001 
100.00 


2609 


64.18 


1952' 40.64 

1 


264 


6.28 


216 


6031 


100.00 



It may be desirable to compare the proportions for the two 
years together, and also with the results obtained in Massachusetts 
within a few years past, which will be seen to correspond very 
closely with our own. 



BIRTHS. 



American ,-, 

Foreign. .... .... 


Rhode Island. 


MasBaohnsetts. 


1854. 


1855. 


1853-1864. 


64.71 

40.69 

4.70 


63.82 

40.60 

6.68 


54.63 
40.63 

4;84 


Mixed 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



^8S5.] 



BIRTHS. 



S9 



k 



Tbe proportion of births of purely foreign parentage iu Bhode 

Island m almost precisely the Baine in the two years; but there is 

Q iacreaae of about one per cent, in the ratio of mixed parentages. 

f these, 124 in the two years were of American fathers and for- 

igu mothers, and 130 were the converse* In the two years taken 

;ogether, the birtbs of American father and foreign mother, form 

68 per centp, those of foreign father and American mother form 

L70 per cent, of the whole number. 

As stated in our former report, the births of foreign pji rentage 

re in much higher proportion than were the foreign-born popu- 

latioD, at the time of the last census. In 1850, the foreign-born 

habitants were not quite one-sixth of all iutbe State, — 10,17 to 

00, In the years lSr54 and 1S5-5, the children born of foreign 

arentage were full two-fifths (40.54 to lOO) of all those born in 

He State, whose parentage was reported. This great difference 

is almost exactly the same as mentioned in our la^t report. It is 

robably made up of two elements, the increased proportion of 

'oreign-born inhabitants since 1850, and their being actually more 

reductive for their number. This last circumstance may depend 

!n part on physical and social differences ; and in part on the high- 

LT proportion of individuals in the early adult age. Such a 

[aracteriatic may be expected among a class formed by large 

immigration of persons of both sexes* 

The births of foreign parentage in lS54and 1S55, were in higher 
itio than the foreign inliabitants in 1S50, in every county j the 
ratio being more than twice as high in Providence €ity and Wash- 
ington county, and more than three times as high in Kent county. 
In the city of Providence, we can compare the births of each 
lasa with the population by the census of 1855- In so doing, we 
will again quote from the City Registrar's Report : *' The popula- 
tion of the city accord'mg to parenfagr^ by the census of 1855, was, 
American^ 27,897, Foreign, 19,43^ ; but the children born during 
he same year, if we put those of mixed parentage accordmg to 
he birth-place of the father, w'cre, Americauj (i85, Foreign, 915, 
ihowing an excess of 230 children of foreign parents. Comparing 
,e births with the population, the results are as follows: 



American population, 58.Q4 percent., Ainericim ohildren bom, 42,81 per cent 
Foreign population, 41.06 per cent*. Foreign cliildron tjorn, 57»10 per cent," 

The births of American parentage in the city were one to 40,7 
jf the American-horn inhabitants ; the births of foreign parentage 
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were one in 81.2 of the foreign-born inhabitants. The births of 
mixed parentage are here classed according to the birth-place of 
the fathers. It appears, then, that in the city of Providence, the 
imported population are very nearly twice as productive, for then* 
number, as the native. 

The following are the ratios of births in lSo5, in a few places: 

BIKTHS, 1855, 



Bristol 


American. 


Foroicrn. Mlxod. 


71.74 
05.72 
03.4'.) 
75.()0 
02.(;0 
44.74 
40.23 
30.«»5 
80.52 


20.20 
28.67 
28.57 
20.83 
30.53 
62.03 
60.32 
53.45 
15.58 


V.97 
5.71 
7.94 
3.67 


Wari*cii 


lilast GreGnwicli 


Newport 


Tiverton 


0.87 


BurrillvillG 


2.63 
8.45 

6.60 . 
8.90 


Cumberland 


Provi'leuco 


Westerlv 





The only places in which the foreign parentages predominated 
in 1855 were Burrillville, Cumberland, and Providence.* 

The births of colored children, in the whole series of these re- 
ports, are 190, or about one in forty-one and a half of the whole 
number of births. In 1850, the colored population was about one 
in forty of the whole number of inhabitants. The productiveness 
of the colored population was then in very slightly smaller pro- 
portion than their number. 

In the table of twin births, the excess of male children, 32 to 
2G females, will be noticed. In our whole series of reports, so 
far, seventy-five twin cases have been recorded, and of the chil- 
dren 78 were maks, 70 females, and two of unspecified sex. The 
parentage was American in 36 cases, foreign in 33, unspecified 
in 6. We attach little value to the names of occupations assigned 
to the fathers in these cases. But the fact may be worth mention- 
ing, that of these seventy-five fathers, sixty-two had some occupa- 
tion named, and of these twenty were styled laborers. No cases 
of triplets are as yet on record in the Khode Island Reports. 



* There are many sources of uncertainty in the original returns, and the excess under 
the head. Foreign, may be accidental in these places, except in Providence city. 
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MARRIAGES. 



The whole number of marriages, reported in 1855, is 1,375, or 
328 more than in the year 1854. The monthly average has been, 
in the first report 69.25 ; in the First Period of the second report, 
67 ; in the Second Period of that report, 87.25 ; in our present 
returns, 114.58. 

In the whole time covered by these reports, there have been a 
little more than two births to every marriage, — or about as 2.12 
to 1. 

We cannot form any useful estimate of the ratio of marriages 
to population. According to the registry, one person was mar- 
ried in 1855 for 53.65 of the inhabitants by the census of 1850. 
The returns of marriages in Providence city, are believed to be 
almost complete as to the number, though deficient in the parties 
ulars as to many. According to the City Registrar, one persoii 
was married in 37.5 of the population. Of the population of that 
city of American parentage, one was married in every 41.3, of 
those of foreign parentage one in 32.9. 

The next table shows how the marriages have been distributed 
through the several months, in a period of three years. In calcu- 
lating the percentages, we omit those of which the month is not 
specified. 



MARRIAGES, 1853—65. 



January. 
February 
March. .. 
Apnl . . . 

May 

June . . . . 
July .... 



Number. 


Percentage. 


292 


9.18 


224 


7.04 


170 


5.36 


239 


7.52 


271 


8.62 


253 


7.96 


268 


8.43 



August . . 
September 
October. . 
November 
December , 
Unknown . 

Total... 



Number. 


Percentage. 


235 


7.39 


298 


9.37 


341 


10.72 


352 


11.07 


237 


7.46 


[11] 




3,191 


100.00 



November takes the lead in any series of years, although Octo- 
ber surpassed it in 1865. The smfill number in March is ascribe^ 
to the observance of Lent, 
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The ijatirity of the parties married will be exliibited in a table, 
in precisely the same form as in the case of births. Eetiims 
earlier than ISM are excliuled, because the '* mixed" niarriagea 
were not then distinguished in the tableSi 



MAHEIAQBS or 1854 ASb 1850, 



Briftol county , , . 
Eent county , , . . . 
Newport county, - 
Tnwns of Prov, co. 
ProTidence city - , 

WtoleStfttf., 


AfiierioaiL 


Forelfln. 


Mlxe± 


Uok^n 


Total 


Ka 


Per ot. 


N. 1 


Per fit. 


No. 


Ber cU 


Ho, 


No. 


Per 0(?nL 


82 
160 

r,84 
5e§ 

128 


85,42 
87 J5 

71*24 
48,92 
98.4S 


8 
* 12 

71* 
122 
4S2 

1 & 


8.83 

7,23 

30.04 

41-52 


6 

18 

111 
4 


0.25 
5,42 

6,12 

2.92 


*6 
11 
17 

24 
2 


m 

172 

274 

556 

1185 


1 100,00| 
100.00 
100,00 
100,001 
100,00 
100,00 


1478 


62.S6 


708 2*^.97 


181 


7,67 


m 


2422 


100.00 



The proportion of births of foreign parentage is BtiU, as former- 
ly, considerably higher than tliatofrnamagos of foreign-born per- 
sons, — the excels for the whole State being about as four to three* 
If our returns were complete, we might assume that this depended | 
entirely on the greater fruitful ness of a given number of couples, i 
among persons of foreign origin. But the sources through which i 
we gain our information as to the tw^o kinds of facts, births and ! 
marriages, are %erj^ different. It may be that the marriages of 
those born abroad, are not so perfectly reported as the births of 
their children. We cannot, then, positively say how much this 
excess depends on actual greater frnitfnlnesa of married couples 
among our imported population, 

The marriages of foreign-born persons in these two years form 
about three-tenths of all the marriage Sj while the foreign boru in- 
habitantsi in 1850, were but about one-sixth of all the population, I 
If, then, the proportion of foreigners living in the State, to the 
whole number of inhabitants, was the same in 1854 and 1855, as 
in ISSOj their tendency to many exceeded the general tendeucy* 
to marriage of the whole population, about in the ratio of nine to 
five. Their tendency to increase, by births, exceeded that of the j 
whole population, in the ratio of twelve to five. 

We may compare the two years 1854 and 1855^ aa has been! 
done in the case of births; also, introducing a computation fi'om | 
the Massachusetts reports : 
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American 

Foreign 


Rhode Island. 


MasBachasetts. 


1854. 


1855. 


185S-1854. 


67.26 
25.00 

7.74 


68.71 

33.68 

7.61 


67.82 

34.42 

7.76 


Mixed 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 

1 


100.00 



The proportion of unmixed foreign marriages in Rhode Island, 
as reported, increased from a quarter to a third in a single year. 
The prevalence of cholera in 1854, may have lowered the number 
of marriages of foreign-born citizens. • The Catholic clergy may 
have taken more interest in reporting marriages in the last 
year. 

Of the " mixed" marriages in the two years, 105 were marriages 
of American-bom men to foreign-bom females, 76 were the con- 
verse, the excess falling on the same side in each year. Among 
births of mixed parentage, the excess in each year falls on the 
other side. In Providence city, in 1855, "the marriages, where 
both parties were natives of the United States, were 48.43 per 
cent, of the whole number ; both parties foreign-bom, 41.67 per 
cent.; and where one party was American, and the other foreign, 
9.28 per cent." 

The period of life within which most marriages come, is 20 to 
25 for both parties. Next most frequent, are marriages of men 
between 20 and 25 to women under 20. The proportion of mar- 
riages falling within certain periods of life for each sex will be 
shown. Two years are included; and marriages at unknown 
age are excluded. 

MARRIAGES, 1854—65. 



Males 


Under 20 


20^26. 


26—30. 


80—40. 


40—60. 


60 & over 


TotoL 


4.66 
28.97 


48.40 
42.48 


26.02 
15.68 


17.28 
9.09 


4.77 
2.92 


8.97 
•96 


100.00 
100.00 


Females 



Two brides were aged 14 ; their husbands were 22 and 18. 
Seven brides were aged 15 ; their husbands were, two aged 21, two 
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aged ^22f one aged 23, one aged 27, and one aged 40, Tweaty- 
seven brides were aged 16, and Bixty-six were aged 17* The two 
brides married at 14 were both m Washington county. Two bride- 
grooms were aged 17, their brides beings one 17 alsOj and the othexj 
28. Thirteen grooms were married at the age of 18< The town of 
youngest marriagee waa West Greenwich, in which the five I 
grooms averaged 24.G» and the brides 17 .S* The oldest couple] 
married were aged 78 and 6(5. 

The following table of ages of persons married in Providence in ' 
lS55j is calculated from the numbers in the City Registrar's re- 
port* It will be seen that a smaller proportion of marriages have 
taken place at a veiy early age in the city than in country towm. 

MAEKIAQES IN PEOVIDMCE. 1855, 



Mules , ,,,, 


UndpT20 


20^25, 


25—30. 


iOu^O. 


40-60. 


50 & oyer 


Total 


La7 

22.83 


4L32 
44.98 


2&,91 
21.69 


2L69 
7,76 


3.43 
1.83 


Z28 
*91 


loaoo 

100.00 


Femalea 



DEATHS. 



The whole number of Deaths, reported for the year 1855, is 
1,846, or 126 more than in the previous year. We may confi- 
dently say that the real number of deaths was less than in 1854, 1 
when the cholera raised the mortality above the average* Thej 
apparent increase^ therefore, is a sign of fuller returns having been j 
made. The monthly average of reported deaths was, in the first [ 
report, 93.83j in the First Period of the second report, lll,4Bj 
in the Second Period of that report, (the year 1854), 143-33, andj 
in 1855j 153.83- The reported deaths for 1865 average five in a| 
day- 
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In that year, the deaths were to the births as one to 1*59 ; in 
our whole series of reports, as one to 1.44, 

In the city of Providence, we find registered 982 deaths, 
or 196 more than in the twelve months occnpied by the 
Mrst Hegistration Report^ (June 1S53 — May 1853), but 2S7 less 
then in 1S54.* The monthly average in Providence was SI. S3. 
This number, however, includes some deaths that took place out- 
side of the city, in North Providence, Cranston j and Johnston, 
The City Eegistrar, since his appointment, has taken particular 
pains in sejiarating these deaths. As recorded, the mortality of 
the city amounted to ono in every 48.(15 of the inhabitants, or 
2-06 per cent., or according to the City Registrar's Report, one in 
47.5. The year Ibllo wing an epidemic is apt to be less sickly than 
the average ; and probably the actual mortality of the year was less 
than usual, in propoi-tion to the number of inhabitants. The 
period of six years, from 1S50 to 1855, inclndve, comprises one 
year of epidemic cholera, and two years, (1850 and 1855) which 
immediately followed cholera-years, The average number of 
deaths annually recorded in Providence during that period was 
97S; and if the average population was a mean between the two 
enumerations of 1850 and 1855, then the annual mortality amount- 
ed to one death for every 45.7 inhabitants. 

From a few other places our returns are accurate enough to 

tmake it worth while to compute the ratio of deaths to population. 
Bristol county reports 181 deaths in 1855, being one to every 47.04 
of its population in 1S50. Its three towns severally give the fol* 
lowing ratios: 
hav 



Biimngton, one to. , . *.,,.*,. .44.17 

Brifitol, one to . . .. .39.03 

Warreu, one to 68-9t5 



We believe these returns to bo the most full and correct that 
have been received from any three towns in the State ; and we 
value them particularly because the towns are contiguous, and 
form one of the divisions of the State in otir tables. The great 
difference between Bristol and Warren depends mostly on the 
epidemic scarlatina in the former place. 

We will give the ratios from several other places. In our cal- 
culation for Newport, we use the mimber of deaths supplied us 
by private information, 13£S, instead of the 81 oflicially reported- 




Tkt City EogistTar makes tlic number of do^ths 901. See Appendix- 
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OTMBES OF mHAUrEANTS IN 1860 TO ONE DEATH IN 1866. 



Coventry. .,,..,._, _ .86.19 

Ejtat Greeamoli. . . . , ,90.69 

Jamestown ..„....♦♦.. ZMB 

Newport,,,-.,.- - 71.90 



New Sboreliftm- . ,, 90.14 

Tiverton , ...,.., ... - ,70.13 

Korth Pftividencfi *..-...*,... .61.94 
Ekhmond ,,,81.09 



The registry is Tinfortunately so imperfect that these ratios can- 
not be relied upon. In the cases of Jamestown, Newport, and 
New Shoreham, I belieTe them to be nearly accurate- 

The apparent average dtiration of life baa increased, and is ie 
our present report a little more than a year and a half greater 
than in the first report- For the whole three years and seven 
months for which we have reports, the general average is 57.96* 
or almost 2S years. The average for females exceeds that for males, 
in IS'55 more than previouBly, namely^ by more than three and a 
half years. The counties in 1855 take the following order as to 
longevity: Washington, Newport, Kent, Bristol, Providence- 
The longevity in Washington, if we could trust the registry im- 
plicitly, would appear to be more than twenty years greater than 
in Providence city. We mentioned, in the second report, sources 
of error that tend to increase the apparent longevity of the coun- 
try towns. The more southerly towns of Newport county are 
believed to fnxnish as full and accurate reporti as any, except 
Bristol county ; and the city of Newport probably gives fair speci- 
mens of its deaths, as some of the leading physicians report all the 
deaths occurring in their practice. The following places, New- 
port, Middletown, Little Compton, New Shoreham, and James- 
town, give an average of 45,61 years. This is, I think, a some- 
what remarkable result, even after allowing for all the chances of 
error* The connties in Massachusetts nearest to these places, 
Dukes and Nantucket, present the highest average of anyj in the 
five years 1849 — 53 ; but the highest figure in any county was 
less than 39. The only towns whose mean duration of life, aB 
reported, is as low in 1855 as that of Providence city, are Cran- 
ston and North Providence, In both these, the reported deaths 
are in considerable part those brought in by Providence under^ 
takers to the City Eegistrar, having happened near the outskirts 
of the city, and among the young families of operatives and others 
drawn hither by employment in establi^shments owned in the 
city. 
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The deaths which occurred at known ages,* registered in three 
years and seven months, were distributed through the several 
periods of life in the following manner : 



DEATHS. JuNB 1852— Dec. 1855. 



Periods of Life. 


No. 


1 
Per cent, i 

i 


Periods of Life. 


No. 


Ter cent. 


Under 1 

1 2 


861 
589 
545 


15.90 
11.00 
10.18 ' 


30—40 

40—50 

50—60 

00—70 

70—80 

80—90. 

90 and over 

Total 


497 
440 
354 
341 
336 
229 
45 


9.28 
8.22 
6.61 
6.37 
6.20 
4.28 
.84 


2—5 


All under 6 

5—10 


1985 

236 

297 
594 


37.08 

4.41 

5.66 

11.10 


10—20 

20L-30 


5854 


100.00 



These results are expressed in figures, not attractive to the 
fancy, but they furnish material for thought. It appears that of 
all who die in this State, about a sixth die before they have com- 
pleted the first year of life ; more than a quarter die infants of less 
than two years old ; and considerably more than a third die in 
early childhood, or under five years old. Only about half reach 
mature age. After the age of thirty, the mortality in each ten 
years' period lessens, — not so much by diminishing pressure of 
the causes of death, as by lessened material for them to act upon. 
These facts are now numerous enough to warrant us in presuming 
that they represent pretty fairly the facts that can be obtained in 
a series of years by a system of registration ; while we must re- 
member that, in most parts of the State, deaths of young children 
are less completely reported than those of adults. 

In an appendix to the first report of the Registrar of Provi- 
dence, are tables of the mortality of Providence for fifteen years, 
ending with 1854, prepared by Dr. Gt. L. Collins, a member of 
the committee under whose direction this report is compiled. 
The following is the general result of these tables, as to the point 
now under examination. It will be observed that the ages are 
differently divided, in each of these tabular views. 

* The whole mimber of deaths in the Begistration Reports of Rhode Island, is 5472, 
but the age is unspecified in 118 cases. 
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DEATHS m PBOVromCE. 1840—64. 



Periods of Life. 


No- Per cent. 


rorloda of Life, i No. 


Per cent. 


Under 1 

1—2 


2293 
1650 
1350 


18.87 
13.58 
11.11 


1 

40—50 


891 
650 


7.38 
5.35 
4.91 
4.09 
2.36 
.48 
.03 


50—60 


2—5 


00-70 

70—80 

80—90 

90-100 

100 and over . . . 

Total 


696 
497 
285 

58 
4 

[3] 






AUunderS 

5—10 


529iJ 

63G 

754 

1286 

1201 


43.56 

6.23 

6.21 

10.58 

9.88 


10-21 

21—30 

30—40 


12,154 


100.00 



Comparing our general view, drawn from the Registration Re- 
ports of Rhode Island, with this exhibition of the city mortality, 
we find that in every commensurate period of life, below 40 years 
of age, the city has a larger percentage of deaths than the State, 
and at every period above 40, the State has the higher percentage. 

Another comparison between different places is made " by ascer- 
taining the proportion which the number that died bears to the num- 
ber of the liviug at each specified age. This," says Mr. Lemuel 
Shattuck, "is the most con-ect standard of comparison between 
different places, and the only sure basis for estimating the ratio of 
health and mortality."* We have not been able to use this mode 
of comparison in examining our returns from different parts of 
this State, for the want of data. But in our present report, we 
can give the ratio of mortality for the several periods of life, for 
the city of Providence. In Providence, in 1855, the ratios of those 
who died to the li\dng, were as follows, according to the City 
Registrar's report : 



Under 5, one in 13.7 

5—10, '^ 120.7 

10—20, « 213.2 

20—30, «* 99.1 

a0-.-40, " 85.0 

40-50, «* 62.5 



50—60, one in 34.0 

60—70, " 23.0 

70U-80, " 14.8 

80-90, « 6.6 

90 and oyer, one in 2.0 

Total 47.5 



There is no doubt that country towns would show a lower rate 
of mortality in the earlier periods of life than the above. The 
factual mortality lessens in every successive ten years' period after 



* Pensus of 5osto^ for 1 84i5. Page 162. 
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20 — 30, but the rate of mortality in proportion to those living at 
each age increases. 

The persons who died at the age of ninety or over were twenty. 
Of these, ten were of each sex. One, a female, was single, the 
condition of one was not mentioned, the rest had all been married. 
Three were aged 90; two 91; four 92; three 93; one 95; four 
97 ; one 98 ; one 101 ; and one 108. Only three were of foreign 
birth. One death was ascribed to influenza and old age, one to 
heart disease, one to erysipelas, all others to old age. Seven died 
in spring, four in summer, six in autumn, and three in the winter 
months. The oldest person was an Irish laborer, who died in 
Providence, in August; the next in age, a ** yeoman," bom in 
Rhode Island, died in Newport, in May. In previous Rhode Is- 
land reports, only one death of a centenarian has been mentioned. 

In the year 1855, more males than females were reported as 
dying, the proportion being 101.3 males to 100 females. An 
excess of males dying was also observed in the first report, but 
on the whole, the balance is the other way. In three years and 
seven months, the deaths were recorded of 2690 males and 2753 
females, or 97.7 males to 100 females. At difierent periods of 
life, the excess of mortality falls very difierently on the two sexes. 
This may be illustrated without giving the whole of a table which 
we have prepared. In three years and seven months, the deaths, 
including the still-born, and excluding those of unknown ages, 
amount to 2790 males, and 2801 females. But there is a marked 
excess of male deaths previously to the end of the first year of life, 
the still-born being 168 males and 92 females, and the deaths be- 
tween birth and one year old being 462 males and 378 females. 
There is a slight excess of male deaths up to the tenth year of life. 
From this till 40, the excess of female deaths is great, (618 males 
to 769 females). After that, the mortality is nearly equal in the 
two sexes, till we reach the period of old age. The deaths above 
80 years of age, were 102 males, and 172 females. 

This inquiry then points to a result like the following. More 
male children are born, and they are more liable to die, in child- 
hood, especially before the end of lactation. From the epoch of 
approaching puberty, through early adult life, more females die. 
Lastly, many more females than males survive into old age. 

The mortality of three years past, has been thus divided ber 
tween the several months ; 
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DEATHS. RHO0E ISLAND, 1853^-56. 



Februfljy 

Aiml *«« 

June * . . . 
Jalj . . , • 





11 


zm 


e.@3 


336 


7.00 


384 


7.90 


835 


6.97 


349 


7.27 


810 


6.45 


45g 


9.04 



August .. 
SeptemW 

October , , . 
Kovember . 
December . 



Total. 



Kmntfer- Pcre«nt*ga, 



717 
542 
403 
327 
314 
[6] 



4B09 



14.93 

11.28 

BM 

6.81 

6.54 



IQO.OO 



The mortality of Providence for fifteen years, as shown in Dr* 
Collins' tables, corresponded very closely with the above* The 
proportions of deaths in the several months were as follows : 



DEATHS, PROVIDENCE, 1S40— 1854. 



i 

4 



r^r cent 

Febniaiy,*.8,82 
Mftwh ISl 



Per ci^nt. 
ATlril.....,e.76 

May .6,99 

June 6.45 





Per e?nt 


July 


. 9.^ ' 


AugQBt . . 


14 96 


September 


.10.65 



Perecat 
October.... 8 4fl 
NoTembep . . 7.20 
Uecemb^ . . 7,67 



Our classification of persons who died, as American or Foreign, 
is founded on Nativity, not on Parentage. The nativity of the 
parents of deceased persons is very seldom given* But in regard 
to the very numerous deaths of children of foreigners, their social 
and sanitary condition in life depended very much on the foreign 
origin of their parents, very little on the accident of their having 
been born after their parents reached thia country. Therefore, 
the view we take answers very imperfectly to tbe real distinctdoEl 
between these classes* We will show the deaths for three years' 
and seven months, classified according to nativity- In casting up^ 
the percentages, the column of "unknown" is omitted. 



DEATHS. Jtjse 1st, 1852— D£C. SIst, 1S55. 



Bristol county . . , 
Kfut county. . , . . 
Newport county.. 
Towns of ProT, co. 
Providence city - . 
"Wafitmigton eo * . - 

Whole SUte.. 



Ameriaui. 



Fofelgn^ Uiib'n 



No. 



Por qt, Ko, rar ct 



I 
362, 91.65 
92.86 
92.26 
B3.40 
74.85 
97.83 



393 

417 

2366 

136 



3S81 



83' 
16 
33 
83 
796 
3 



8,35 
7.14 
7.76 
16.60 
26.15 
2.17 



B0J2, 963: 19.88 



No. 



28 
49 
63 
459 
11 



628 



Total, 



No. 



423 
262 
475 
663 
3620 
149 



5472 



Tet Gont 
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The proportion of deaths of foreign-bom peraone, in this table, 
'is somewhat larger than the proportion of foreigners living in 

1850* It is not qnite half as large as the proportion of births 
fcf foreign parentage in 1854 and lS-55. In the tabular views 

which have been given in our remarks on Birthsj Marriages, and 

I Deaths, the ratios would stand one to another very nearly as 
folio we: 
i; 
BBCO 



i3a^ of foridgn to total popolatton, (ia ISdO) ^ 1& 
*' ** deaths (1852^1S55) as 20. 

" ' * marriagea C 1 854— 1 Ubb ) oa 80, ( exclusive of the mired) , 

•* • * birttfl { 1 854-^1 B5&) as 40 , (eacltiaive of the mixed ) * 



^ 



Dividing our Rhode Island statistics into four periods, (the 
second report having contained two periods), we find that the 
ratio of deaths of foreigners increased in all periods before that 
covered by the present report, bat in the present is less than in 
any other. The percentages of the two classes have been in the 
whole State : 



I 



Aoiei'lo&& .,,...,,,. 


June, 1S52— Ma/, 1868. 


Jaue^ Dec,, 1&5S, 


1854. 


18fifi, 


82.59 
17.41 


80.56 
19.44 


78.04 
26J6 


84.B4 
15.66 


Foreign *«....«*.<. i 





h 



The foreign proportion was heightened in 1S54 by the cholera ; 
was it lessened in IS55 by a reaction after thisepidemici Or, has 
the check given to immigration during the past year began to 
show^ itself in diminished number of deaths of immigrants?* 

The ratios of deaths of American and foreign nativity, for the 
year 1855 alone, in each main division of the State, and in a few 
single places^ will next be given. 

• The flumber of dien paasengers arriving in the timted States from forwga oountrieB, 
^y Beti, was, in 1851, 37M66» in 1852. 371,603, in 1853, 36fl,645, in 1854. 427,883, and 
ia 1855, onlj 200^877. Th© ftTerage for the four years preceding 1865 wng SS6,8S7, or 
aearlj twice aa Urge as the numhet' arHving In th^o Ual: jecir. The niimber of nati^e^ of 
@r@at Britain and Jrehaid, was 117,1^^ "^ 1855, and averaged inea^b ofth« foar previqas 
'fi 20Bj366i or more than twice as many . For these &45ta I %m indebted to the History 
of TiniBigratioQ to the United States, &c% bjr William J. Bromwen^ of the Dep&rtmaat of 
StAte, New York, 1856, 
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Briitot cotintf - - * 


Amnrtc&ti 


F**r«il|ri3* 1 


To¥fn of Bnstijl .... . 


Am^ena. 


Forc-lgti, 


IHJO 


6,84 


yi37 


;.m 


Kent coim t J ..,,... 


U4,32 


5,6S 


Wftrren . .... 


88.8y 


ILll 


Newport ootmtj. * * . 


92.28 


7.77 


BarriliviUe .. 


86.96 


13.C^ 


Cityof Newport. ,,♦ 


SG.CT 


lOa 


CrattBton .... 


71.43 


28.57 


Towns of ProT» CO. .! 


B2.U 


17.80 


CuBiberland , 


78.57 


21-48 


Pfovideuue citj .... 


80.11 


1H*8^J 


N. pTOYiUeuoc 


B1.3I) 


ISJO 


Washington count j. 


U8J7 


L4d 


Smiihfield . . , 


B2M 


17.07 



In the soutlierly towns of Newport lumnty, not a single deceased 
person is recorded as of foreign nativity* 

Of persons of foreign nativity who died in 1S5-5, 213 were borttj 
in Ireland, 38 in England, and 27 in other countries. 

The following senteBces from the City Kegistrar's report of I 
Providence throw light npon the results in that city, and on thef 
importance of recording the jiatkky and pannt^ge of deceajsedJ 
persons separately, and founding a classification rather on the| 
latter. 

*^ Of the whole number (944) whose birth-place was given, 7o& 
were born in the United States^ and ] 8S in foreign countries. The 
population of the city, born in the United States, by the ceuBua 
of 1835, was 38,682, and the population of foreign birth vr\ 
13|232, which gives one death in 44.5 of the nativei and one i 
70,3 of the foreign population. But this statement gives a very 
erroneous idea of the mortality of the American and foreign pop- 
ulation, as a large number of those born in the United Slates were 
children of foreign parents. The parentage of the persons who 
died \b necessary to show the true ratio of mortality, and this 
cannot be given, except for the last five months of the year, Dur-^ 
ing five months, from August to December inclusive, there were 
460 deaths in the city, of which 233 were of American, and :^27 o: 
foreign parentage ; this was one death in 144.5 of the AmericaHi 
and one in 53*2 of the foreign population, according to parent- 
age- The importance of making this distinction between nativity 
and parentage in the records must be obvious to all ; but its 
greatest value is in the assistance it will ^riye in ascertaining the 
causes of mortality, and in taking measures for their removal. 

'* During the last five months of the year, from August to] 
December, inclusive, 233 persons of American parentage died in 
the city, whose aggregate ages amounted to 6,24S years, giving 
an average age of 26,S1 years to each person* Durinir fho ^nm^ 
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time, 227 persons of foreign parentage died in the city, and their 
aggregate ages amounted to 3,978 years, or an average age of 17.52 
years to each individual." 

The deaths reported as of colored persons, in 185f5, were 78, or 
4.23 per cent, of the whole number of deaths. Five years earlier, 
the colored population formed two and a half per cent, of all, and 
their proportion has been constantly growing smaller. In the city 
of Providence, according to the City Registrar, the deaths of white 
persons were one in 49.6 of the white population, and those of 
colored persons were one in 24.8 of the colored inhabitants. That 
is, the ratio of mortality was exactly twice as great among the 
colored as among the white, in the city. 

These deaths were, 30 of males, and 48 females. 



Poriodfl of Life. 


No. 


Tcr cent. 


Periods of Life. 


No. 


Per cent, i 

1 


AU under 6 

6—10 


20 
4 
2 
6 
8 
4 


25.64 
6.13 
2.66 
6.41 

10.26 
5.13 


40-50 

60—60 

60--70 

70—80 

80—90 

OOu-lOO 


13 

'I 

2 
3 
3 


1 
16.66 
12 82 


10^15 

15—20 

20—30 

80—40 


5.13 
2.66 
3.85 
3.86 



The monthly average of deaths was six and a half, which was 
exceeded in January, March, July, September, October, and 
November. 

For the facts in relation to still-bom children, we will refer to 
the conclusion of Tables VIII and IX, without making any com- 
ment, except to call attention to the excess of males among them, 
— 78 to 37 females. It is obvious that these cases are very im- 
perfectly reported. 
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0^ the whole 1,S46 deaths, reported in the year, some cause 
was assigned to 1,677, About one eleventh had no specified 
cause* This implies gieat neglect on the part of physicianSi 
Their certificate is generally the only reliable evidence on this 
important point. The eflbrts of some town clerks to bring in a 
large number of deaths, have helped to increase the proportion of 
those from unspecified causes. The causes are exhibited in two 
long tables; the &st, Table VIII., showing how many of each 
sex died by each cause, in every month, and also in each one of 
twelve divisional periods of life ; the next exhibiting the causes 
claasiliedj and showing how many in the whole State^ and in 
each part of the State, were due to each single cause, and also 
to each class of causes. The first of these tables illustrates the 
causes of death as influenced by sex, age, and season ; the second 
groups them in classes, and illustrates their comparative fatality 
in the several parts of the States aiid the proportion which each 
contributes to the sum total of mortality* 

The facts in regard to several prominent diseases, in some of 
the classes, will be presented in separate tables* In these tables, 
the facts for our whole three years and seven months wall gene- 
rally be included; in classifying them by mouths, those for three 
full years only. 

The two leading classes of causes of death are, invariably* those 
called zymotic (or epidemic, endemic, and contagious), diseases* 
and the diseases (zymotic not included) of the respiratory organs* 
In lS5o, the two classes were almost precisely equal ; in the three 
years and Feven months of Rhode Island Registration, zymotics 
have caused 1,577 deaths, (including 178 from cholera), and res- 
piratory diseases, 1,342. In 18-55, zymotics are charged with 
somewhat more than a quarter of all the deaths from assigned 
causea ; in three years and seven months, with nearly a third, or 
31,35 per cent. The percentage for each division of the State, in 
1855, is given in Table IX,, (page 18). Uniting the results for 
the whole period of Rhode Island Registration, we have the fol- 
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lowing percentages for the aeveral counties: Bristol, 27.06, Kentj 
15.79, Newport, 21.34, Providence, 33.S5, Wasliington, 24.41, 
^That is to say, oDe-tbird of all the deaths hy specified causes in 
'rovidence county have been caused by disoasea of this class, less 
than a sixth of those in Kent county, &c. 



DiawhoDa and Djjsenierij, The distribution of deaths from these 
diseases through the months, and the ages of life, is shown in a 
table. In our whole series of reports, the males were 204, or 
47 per cent,, and the females 330, or 53 per cent*, those of uuspe- 
ified sex, four. These deaths constituted in Bristol county 4.S4 
er cent, of all those from assigned causes, in Kent 4,39 per cent., 
in Newport, 3,0S, in Providence county, 9.99, ami in Washington, 
.72 per cent. In 1S55, they appear from our table IX. to form a 
igher proportion of the deaths in the towns of Providence connty 
ban m the city of Providence, But many of tliese were deaths 
f children, near the borders of the city, reported by Providence 
undertakers to the City Eegistrar. There were more deaths from 
these diseases in lSd4, when cholera was epidemic, than in 1855, 
viz : nearly nine per cent. 



Cholera hifiintmn was more fatal in 1855 than in any former year 
^f registration, mounting next to consumption in order of fatal- 
ity. Though vastly more prevalent in the city than elsewhere, 
cases are recorded in every county, and the disproportion is less 
jthan might be supposed* A table indicates all the important facts 

regard to this disease. In Bristol county, the diseases we have 
itherto considered were most fatal in the town of Bristol, there 
being no death attributed to either of them in Barrington, and but 
six in Warren- Our tabic iu the Appendix of the former report 
shows that, in a series of years, the deaths from these diseases 
ibrmed about twice as large a proportion of the mortality in Bris- 
jtol as in Warren, 

Scarlatina was more fatal in 1655 than in the previous year, 
Slut less so than in 1853, (see table). It has still shown its pre- 
irence for winter and spring months. 

It will be noticed that scarlatina was extraordinarily fatal in 

Bristol county in 1S55, causing about one-eighth of the deaths 

phere registered. What is still more remarkable, all these deaths 

'"Were in the town of Bristol, making almost a fifth of all in the 

,town, Of these, one took place in January, nine in Harcfii three 
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in April, eight in May, and one in December. Only fixe were in 
Jemalesy and these five were in two families, two sisters in one 
family, three in the other.* The ages of the victims were, five 
months 1, a year 2, two years 6, four years 6, and one at each of 
the following ages : five, six, seven, eight, ten, fifteen, and twen- 
ty-one years. All but three would appear to have been natives of 
Bristol, and of American parentage. All but three were white. 
In this connection, we may mention that other diseases of child- 
hood were much more fatal to boys than girls there ; so that, in 
the whole county, the deaths under five years old were, 50 boys 
and 18 girls. These circumstances account for the excess of male 
deaths in the State, and the unusual difierence in the average age 
at death of the two sexes. Scarlatina began to prevail severely 
in Providence city in November, causing 25 deaths in November' 
and December. 

Croup was more fatal than in any former year. Of all the 131 
victims of this disease, recorded in our series of reports, 68 tvere 
males, 62 females, one of sex unspecified. In examining the re- 
turns of the several towns, we find no proof of its epidemic preva- 
lence in particular seasons and places, such as we have just seen 
in the case of scarlatina. 

Fevers^ variously specified,t are charged in all with 71 deaths 
in 1855. Thej^ show no particular excess in any one division 
of the State, except Newport county, where they caused almost 
a tenth of all the deaths from known causes, viz.: fourteen. Nine 
of these were in Tiverton, and seven of these nine were between 
November 17th and December 21st. Four appear to have been 
in a single family. 

Erysipelas caused more deaths in 1855, than in the whole two 
years and seven months before, and figures largely in the scanty 
reports from Washington county. Small Pox was less fatal than 
in the few years preceding. In' 1853, it was charged vnth 13 
deaths, in 1854 with 11, and in 1855 with 5. 

The study of the prevalence of zymotic diseases in difierent 
places and seasons is particularly interesting, because they are be- 

♦These three sisters were colored, aged 8, 15, and 21. They all died between May 20th 
and 29th. 

t The diseases sometimes called brain fever, long fever, scarlet fever, are found under 
other names. Puerperal ftver comes among the afSsctions connected with child-birth. 
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lieved to depend more than any other class on causes which admit 
of palliation or removal. In the course of years, a registration sys- 
tem will yield reliable practical information. We believe that we 
may already venture to state one general result, in regard to the 
adjoining towns of Bristol and Warren. In Bristol, zymotic dis- 
eases are much more fatal ; in Warren, consumption is much more 
fatal. For proofs of this, we would refer to tables published in 
the Appendix to the second report, and the results for last year 
show the same thing. If the fact be established, it shows that the 
former town is a more desirable residence for persons predisposed 
to consumption, while there must be some causes, — some in- 
fluences pervading the atmosphere of the thickly inhabited parts 
of the town, — which render zymotic diseases particularly common 
or particularly severe. 

Diseases called General, or of Uncertain Seat. These con- 
stitute the first division of those diseases which are separated from 
the zymotic, as not being either epidemic, endemic, or contagious. 

Dropsy caused in three years and seven months, 124 deaths, or 
2.47 per cent, of all from known causes. Of these, 56 were in 
males, 68 in females. Seven were under 5 years of age, eight 
between 5 and 20, sixteen between 20 and 40, twenty between 
40 and 50, seventeen between 50 and 60, twenty-three between 
60 and 70, twenty between 70 and 80, eleven over 80, and two at 
unspecified ages. 

Cancer. With the cases where the locality is not mentioned, 
we include those in which it is specified. The following table 
includes all in the three Rhode Island reports, being 64. 
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In 1855, of the five males who died of all foniis of cancer only- 
only two were married, though none were younger than 46 ; while 
of the twenty-two females, seventeen had been married, nine of 
these being widows. 

Of all the 64 deaths by cancer, forty-five were in Providence 
county, eleven in Bristol, four in Newport, two in Kent, two in 
Washington. They constitute about one and a quarter per cent- 
of all deaths from specified causes. 

Marasmus would seem to have been more fatal than heretofore- 
In three yeara and seven months, it has caused 12 deaths, or 1.43 
per cent, of all from specified causes. In our present returns, 
for the first time we find it occurring in every county. 

Scrofula (and tubercle), in the Rhode Island reports, have been 
charged with 21 deaths. But to this head properly belongs the 
most destructive disease of our climate, consumption, as well as a 
large portion of the mortality attributed to hydrocephalus, maras- 
mus, disease of the lungs, &c. 



Diseases of the Nervous System. The deaths from these 
diseases, in three years and seven months, have been 703, or almost 
fourteen in every hundred from known causes, (13.97 per cent). 
In 1855, they made a slightly greater proportion, (14.55 per cent). 
Zymotic diseases being considered a more variable element of 
mortality, a high proportion of other classes may be supposed to 
imply a healthy year. In the whole series of Rhode Island reports, 
these deaths have formed, in Bristol county, 17.66 in every hun- 
dred from known causes, in Kent, 11.84, in Newport, 14.14, in 
Providence, 13.70, and in Washington, 15.75 per cent. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis caused in three years and seven months, 
126 deaths, or 2.50 per cent., and in 1855, 3.16 per cent. The 
highest percentage assigned to any one county, both in the long 
and the short period, belongs to Bristol. In the long period, it 
would seem that these two diseases caused more than four times 
as large a fraction of the whole number of deaths in Bristol as they 
did in Providence county. In 1855, nearly one eleventh of the 
mortality in Bristol county is ascribed to apoplexy and paralysis, 
and more than one fifth of that in the town of Warren. In War- 
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Hj these deaths were more than one to every 400 inhabitants j 
Providence city, they wt^re less than oue for every 3000, These 
airc^ the leading diseases of advanced life, which have their seat in 
th^ brain, and imply organic change in the nervous centres of life, 
OX' 9 as niaoy suppose, the effects of excess^ive tasking of the nervous 
stem* Their comparatively suiall prevalence in the city does 
t accord witli that view which ascribes the greater fatality of 
city to its keener competition and more wearing struggles, 
^aths ascribed to insaoity are made to appear more freqnent in 
o city of Providence^ by the presence of the Butler Hospital for 
the Insane. 

JltjdracejjhahiSf couvuhionsy and diseases of the brain, are most 
i:;al to chOdren. The deaths under five years of age caused by 
tttCise diseases, in our whole series of Reports , ar*^ 393, or 7.81 per 
ee^rtt. of all from known causes at all ages, and in the year lS5oj 
B-a3 per cent. They have shown no marked preference- for par- 
oiilar portions of the State* 
The female child whose death is assigned to manm was 20 days 
old, died in Providence; and the cause of death is entered, on the 
Te;c!iord, tiiMimis ftmcrntium. 



Diseases of the Eespihatoey System. These diseases caused 
in three years and seven months, 1S40 deaths, or 26*68 per cent, of 
all from assigned causes. The percentage has been, in Bristol 
county. 25Mh in Kent, 32.02, in Newport^ 23.91, in Providence, 
26,79, and in Washington, 25.98- 

JPulmjonary Consumption is so mucli more common and important 

cause of death than any other, that we have prepared tables to 

'fllustrate quite fully the statistics of this disease- These tables 

i*>how the distribution of consumptive deaths through the seasons, 

through the periods of life, through the counties of the State, and 

between the two sexes, — also, the proportion of deaths from this 

disease to the whole mortality, in each county. It must be re- 

tenihered that the term is very vaguely used, and that there is 

always a tendency in statistical reports of deaths to exaggerate 

the amount of consumption* This is pju^ticularly true in regard 

to deaths of young children. Dr. Collins' tables for Providence 

''Ould make tlie deaths from consumption 22.11 per cent, of all 

I from specified causes in this city, in fifteen years. The City 

B-i*gi8trar estimates the victual proportion at about one sixth of 
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all the deaths. By careful inquiry into individual casesj — esp eclal^ — 
ly those in which consumption is the reported disease, without^ 
any physician's certificate^ — he is lowering very considerably thei^ 
apparent mortality from this source in onr city record, H 

It is only with regard to Providence, that we can form any*^ 
estimate of the ratio of consumptive deaths to population. Thi^ 
ratio was, in 1S55, according to our report, one to 22S. For sipc 
years, 185D — SS, inclusive, these deaths averaged annually one tc^ 
every 228 of the average population. 



4 



Pneumoma. In three years and seven months, 175 deaths hav*^ 
been attributed to pBeumonia^ being about three and a half pet^H 
cent, of all by known causes, a proportion which is somewliat er— ^ 
ceeded in the year lSo5. There were 92 males^ 82 females, oao 
of unspecified sex. Almost half, or 49*43 per cent* were under 
five years of age, 28.74 per cent* were between 20 and 60, and 
16.09 per cent, were above GO. The deaths for three years past 
were thus distributed through the months. 



Jmraary . 
Februajy 

April .** 

June . . . . 



KamlJer. 



28 
19 
15 
22 
12 
9 



Ferceniflige. 



14.20 

11,73 

9,26 

13.58 

7,41 

6.56 



July ,..,.1 3 

August .,,>.., 7 

September .... J 6 

October 8 

November ..*...{ 19 

December .,,... i 20 




Diseases of the CiRCULATOiiY System produced, ia our whol- 
seriea of reports, 154 deaths, or SM^ in every hundred of all from ai 
signed causes. The proportion varied considerably in ditlerent cout 
ties, being, in Bristol, 3A2 per cent., in Kent* 3,9o, in Newpor 
5.40, in Providence, 2,80, and in Washington, l,-58 per cent. 




Diseases of the Digestive System are charged in the who' 
series, with S37 deaths, or 4,71 per cent, of all by known caiisei 
4 per cent, in Bristol county j 5.70 percent. inKent,G.43 in Newpoi 
4.60 in Providence, and 3,15 in Washington, Diarrhcea and Dys- 
entery, it will be rememberedj are placed in another class. Tj 
term, inflammation of the bowels, h always of doubtful meania^J 
and we have allowed it to stand in our tables* 
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Diseases of Class VII. have been charged with 33 deaths, or 
0.66 per cent.; those causes of death belonging to Class VIII. with 
67, or 1.33 per cent, of all from known causes. In the latter class, 
the victims were all females. The whole number ascribed to 
child-birth is 26, including two from rupture of the uterus. These 
form 0.52 per cent, of all the deaths by known causes, 1 per cent, 
of all deaths oi females by known causes, and nearly one to 300 of 
the births recorded in these reports. The puci-j^cral affections 
registered in 1855 were fever, hemorrhage, and convulsions. 



Old Age. Including senile gangrene, we have, in three years 
and seven months, 237 deaths ascribed to old age, or 4.71 per 
cent, of all by specified causes. Ninety-six were males, ] 41 females. 
Seven were between 00 and 70 years old, sixty-two between 70 
and 80, a hundred and sixty-six over 80, and two of unknown 
age. The extremes of temperature, especially of cold, appear to 
have some influence in producing these deaths ; thus, the first 
three months of the year (uniting the returns for 1853 — 1855, in- 
clusive), witnessed 73 deaths, tbe three months, April, May, and 
June, only 33, Juty, August, and September, 59, October, Novem- 
ber, and December, 46. The proportion of deaths ascribed to 
this cause to all from specified causes has been, in Bristol county, 
5.98 per cent., in Kent, 10.53 per cent., Newport, 12.34, Provi- 
dence county, 3.13, and Washington, 16.54 per cent. These 
contrasts of course illustrate the imperfection of our returns from 
some parts of the State, in particular as to deaths of children, 
more than they do the actual differences in the fiicts themselves. 

The causes termed Violent or External have caused, the past 
year as heretofore, nearly one twentieth of all the doaths whose 
causes were specified. The accidental causes of death, except 
burns, drowning, and poisoning, are not commonly particuilarized, 
and we have put them under the general term, amuf/Ift/. Of 
these cases, four occurred at different times ui)on raihoacls. three 
laborers were killed by falling banks of sand or earth, one by a 
powder explosion, one man was accidentally shot, one child swal- 
lowed glass. Two cases reported as concussion of the brain were 
placed under this head. Of the cases of accidental jwiticming, the 
kind of poison is mentioned in four instances, namely, chloroform 
iu one girl aged 6, and preparations of opium in all the others, 



68 



THIRD REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1855. 



all being children. The modes of suicide are named in three cases; 
namely, hanging in one,* breathing fumes of charcoal in one, and 
poisc' . in one. Three suicides were recorded in each of the two 
previous years, seven in ISoo. In three years and seven months, 
16 suicides have been recorded. The youngest was a female be- 
tween 15 and 20, two were between 20 and 30, six between 40 
and 60, and five over 60. 



The following table exhibits the causes of death of colored per- 
sons as recorded in ISo-j. The whole number is 78. 



1 1 
CAUSES OF DEATH. Molc?.'Fem-l. CAUSES OF DEATH. 1 Males. 

i' 


Fem'L 


Cholera Infautuni 


1 
1 


. . ' Convulsions 


7 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

i 


1 

*2 

18 
3 
2 

i 

2 
1 

1 


Croup 


2 , iJelirium tremens 


l)iarrlioca 


1 llydi'occplialuB 


Dvsenterv 




1 ' (^onsumption 


Erysipelas , 


1 


. . i' Pneumonia 


Fever, typhoid i 1 


. . 'i Heart, disease of 


lufluenza 


1 


Pericarditis .... 


Scarlatina 


3 ( !olic 


Small Pox 


1 


. . j- Peritonitis 


Sypliilis (infant.) 




1 Teething 


Cancer 

Dtbility 


'?, 


2 1 Uterine polypus 


1 i Old Age 


Dropsy • 


1 : Burn 


Marasmus 


2 ; Homicide 


Scrofula 


1 
1 
1 


. . ; Unknown 


AooDlexv 


2 ; 

1 1 Total 


liraiu, affections of 


30' 


48 




1 



It will be seen that nearly a tliird, (32.47 per cent.) of all from 
assigned causes were attributed to consumption, and 40.26 per 
cent., or full two fifths, to diseases of the respiratory organs. The 
ratios are very different in regard to the mortality of the whole 
community, without distinction of color, as may be seen by re- 
ferring to Table IX. This contrast was a subject of comment in 
our last report. 



♦ In this case, the cause of death is recorded as " Dropsy ^ suicide by hanging,** We 
presume that, if both causes existed, the latter was the more effective in precipitating the 
result. 
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OCCUPATIONS. 



The record of cases illustrating the influence of occupations 
must be continued several years, before any general conclusions 
can safely be drawn from it. In a few years, it may be well to 
sum up all these results, in regard to each of the leading occu- 
pations, arranging them alphabetically, rather than in classes. 
Several sources of fallacy in this inquiry were mentioned in 
the last report. We may add that the eflects of occupation on 
health cannot be expected to be so obvious in this country as in 
Europe, because of the less fixed attachment to particular occupa- 
tions among our people. 

The order of average longevity in the classes of occupations is 
not very different from that which has obtained previously. The 
classes of ' educated professions,' and ' mechanics and artisans,' 
have risen considerably in average duration of life, from the result 
given in our last report. The only disease which gives us facts 
numerous enough to be worth quoting, in a review of the last 
preliminary table, is consumption. We offer one small table, 
showing what proportion of all deaths from assigned causes was 
ascribed to consumption, in each one of a few selected occupa- 
tions. We include, in this table, all the facts hitherto published 
in the Rhode Island Reports, and falling under the heads men- 
tioned. Among * professional men ' we include clergymen, judges, 
lawyers, physicians. In the last line of this table we include all 
assigned occupations, excluding females. 

DEATHS. June Ist, 1852— Dec. SIst., 1855. 



1 

OCCUPATIONS. 


Deaths from all 
knowu causes. 


Deaths from Con- 
Bumptioii. 


Conemnptlvo deaths in 
every ]00 from known 


Jewellers 


14 

23 

1(> 

10 

48 

240 

180 

897 


10 
12 

7 

4 

18 

05 

30 

240 


71.4 
52.2 
43.7 
40.0 
37.5 
27.1 
10.7 
27.4 


TVlacliinists 


Professional men 

Shoemakers 


Caroenters 


Iiaborers 


Agriculturists 

All occupations 
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The second and third columns of the above table show how 
large a basis of facts we have for any conclusions we may draw 
from the fourth column. The last column certainly teaches an 
interesting lesson as to the influence of the occupations we have 
chosen for examination. It will be remembered that this influ- 
ence is complicated with that of age, since some employments 
belong more to early manhood, when consumption is more rife, 
and others to advanced age. Some also belong to the country, 
others to the city, and the place of residence affects very much 
the liability to disease. But all this cannot account for the great 
difference in the frequency of consumptive deaths among laborers, 
compared with machinists and jewellers. Most of the deaths un- 
der all these three heads were in the city of Providence. 

Table XL would have been more correct, if the heading of its 
last column, (see pp, 33 — 30) had been, Total from specified 
causes. 
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STATE OF THE RETURNS, &c. 



We now find a greater improvement in the returns than in any former 
period of registration. Several towns which had previously been almost 
entirely unrepresented, now furnish pretty full records. In former reports, 
it has been necessary to indicate, at the outset, those towns which had failed 
to make returns, and also to calculate and keep in mind the distinction be- 
tween the whole population of the State, and the " represented population." 
In this report, such distinction is done away with, or only a single and slight 
trace of it remains. Every town and city has made returns to the Secretary 
of State, through its clerk.; and these returns include at least one birth, 
marriage, and death in every town, which occurred during the year 1855, 
with one exception. North Kingstown sends in a list of twelve births, the 
dates of which range from 1826 to 1853 ; being a mere copy of the records 
of three families. The represented population, in regard to births, might 
be ascertained by deducting the population of North Kingstown from that 
of the State ; but we have not thought it worth while to keep up an expres- 
sion which belonged to the earliest period of Rhode Island Registration, and 
which we hope will never be called into use again. Every town and city 
has reported marriages and deaths for 1855. 

This improvement in the fullness of the registry is mainly due to the 
efforts of town clerks. These gentlemen have for the most part faithfully 
performed the duty of receiving and transmitting such information as was 
brought to them. A few delayed sending in their returns to the Secretary 
longer than seemed necessary. The preliminary tables would have been 
finished, and the preparation of this report been begun in earnest, several 
weeks earlier than was done, but for the tardiness of one town clerk, who 
10 a^> 
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made his report about the middb of June* In some cases, thb delay was 
caused, and amply atoned for, by tbe personal endeavors of the clerk lo 
collect the facts, which were not brought to him by the persons who ought 
to have done so* These endeavoi's have been made in a few instances with 
excellent results, and in a manner deserving the highest praise, — particu- 
idarly by the clerk of Tiverton. The Secretary of Stnte, in a letter intro- 
ductory to the last report, asked the attention of the General Assembly to 
the inquiry, '* whether more compensation should be allowed to the town 
clerks for performing their duties under the statute, and whether other new 
and improved provisions may not be made for obtaining the facts*" 

In one respect, the returns are a little more deficient than in our last re- 
port, — ill the statement of causes of death. The ratio of instances where 
the cause is not stated, is a lit lie greuter. This is a natural result of in- 
creased care and activity on the part of town clerks, without proper atten- 
tion from physicians, who must be relied on to do their duty, if w^e are ever 
to get information of a trustworthy kind as lo the sources of mortality* 
Some physicians, it appears, still retain that small jealousy of one another, 
which deters them from owning to the clerks of their tow^ns that they ever 
attend at any births or lose any patients. The law now only needs active 
interest and co-operation from physicians and clergy. We are sorry that 
both classes. In many towns, neglect almost wholly to perform the duties 
required hy law. 

Our table of deaths in the town of Bristol is prepared from the mortuary 
record of Bendet J. Munro, Esq. That sent by the town clerk gave a much 
amaller nuniberof deaths; and as Mr, Munro\s return was on the same 
blanks used by the State, and very completely filled out, we considered it 
a duty to avail ourselves of it. 

During the year 1855, the city of Providence appointed Dr* Edwin M. 
Snow, City Registrar, It is his duty to keep and transmit the record of 
births, marriages, and deaths, oeeurring in the city, and once in each year 
to prepare a report on the same. I have been greatly assisted^ in compiling 
this document, by the First Report of the City Registrar of Providence, 
covering the year 1855, and by suggestions and information kindly furnished 
by Dr. Snow, The slight discrepancies between his tables and mine, in 
regard to births and deaths in Providence, may be thus explained. Firsts 
1 make eight less births. Eight of those recorded in Providence were 
marked as still-boni. Still-born children are reported sometimes among the 
births, more commonly among the deaths. It seemed desirable that they J 
should be collected together, and separated from all other sets of facts. Ill H 
this report, they are excluded from births and deaths, and the important 
facts respecting them may be found at the conclusion of Tables VllL and j 
IX* Probably some births recorded in Providence may have been of stUl* H 
born children, without being so marked. But if so, they could not be distiJi- ^ 
guished ; and they are believed lo be few, since the names of the children 



1855.] 



APPENDIX. 



75 



whose birtiis are recorded are generally given, and it may be presumed 
therefore, that the ehildrea were bora alive. Secondly ^ these tables make 
niae less deaths in Providence, than the City Registrar, This is principally 
owing to my excluding certam deaths of residents of the city who died else- 
where. The purposes of city registration often require account to he made 
of the deaths of city residents, who may die at their coUDtry seats, or while 
abroad on business. But in our State system, no other plan can be adopted 
but to put down every death under the place in which it actually occurred. 
This plan must he uniformly followed, and has obliged me to leave out seve* 
ral deaths from the Providence tables. Several of these being at an age 
greater than the average age at death, one result has been to lower the 
average age at death, for Providence city, about a tenth of a year from Dr* 
Snow''s estimate. 

We would again ask pafticular attention lo the extracts from letters of 
town clerks, in which many useful hints as to the workings of the law, and 
amendments that might be made in it, will be found, 

V February 1, 1856. 

' The accompanying documents contain a full and complete copy of the 

record of births, marriages, and deaths, occurring in our town of Coventry, 
in the year 1855, as T^tumed to me for record, and also of such as by my 
own exertions I have been able to obtain. Yet I do not pretend or believe 
that the same is a full and correct statement of either births, deaths, or mar- 
riages, which have occurred in said town w^ithin said period. 

At our annual meeting for election of town officers, I called the attention 
of the meeting, read and explained the law of registration, and impressed 
upon the people the necessity of a strict compliance with the requirements 
thereof. Yet there seems to be a great want of information as respects the 
^^law, or a very gross negligence of the people in performing their duty, 
^ft Our town has kept a record of births, mafriages, and deaths, probably 
^nfrom the time of the incorporation of the town in the year 1741, of such as 
saw fit to give the information and request ; yet the same is a very imper- 
fect record* No indexes have been kept, until the State furnished Record 
Books to the several towns, since which I have kept a perfect index. 

The Begistration Act, (first section) makes it the duty of the clerk to 
** obtain j" which appears to me to be improper. It shoutd require him* to 
record sucli information as shall be given to him upon tlie subject* 
Section third should require the age of groom and bride* 
Section eighth, instead of saying, " any city or town jnay,'' shoutd have 
lid that every one shall appoint one or more suitable persons, whose 
it shall be to obtain all the information required by the third section, 
[id make return immediately after the last day of December annually to 
he town clerk, ANTHONY TAHBOX, 
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Warwick. 

March 14, 1856. 

I bave endeavafod to get physicians, clergymen, dec*, to do their duly 
under the law, bvit have met with poor success. I have sent copies of the 
act to theiTiv have written inaoy letters to them, and have called iheir allea- 
tion to the matter when I have chanced to meet them- Yet there is but oo« 
physician of the eleven or twelve in our town that has made full rehiraa, 
and only two or three that have ntade any at alL The returns of marriage* 
are more at length, but not full. 

Whenever I mention the necessity for these returns to the physleiaili 
practising in our town, I am always mot with the argument, ** That lb© 
State has no right to an expose of their practice » that the records in the 
clerk^s oSice are free to all, that many judge of the qualifications of a phy* 
sician by the extent of his jiracticc, — that tliese returns show -who is the 
most popular physician, and will tend to increade bis practice at the expense 
of the less favored ones," 

While I admit, in the fnllesl sense of the word, the necessity of complying 
with tlie requirements of the act, I am, after careful consideration » driven to 
conclude, that it is impossible to get these returns at length, (of births and 
deaths) from physicians or the beads of families. Heads of families do not 
and will not go to the clerks of towns and make the returns required by the 
act, neither will they send them. Nine out of ten of the heads of families 
in the State, cannot see the importtiace of the act, and very many cannot 
comprehend tlic intentions thereof, or the results hoped to be derived there* 
froiu. 

Under these circumstances, there is but one way to procure the statistics, 
that is by actual visitation to the families. The making of the act shows 
the importance the State attaches to the subject. If it be so important as 
upon itfi face appears, then let the State pay a Jair eompensalion for its en- 
forcement, Moet of the towns collect their taxes in the winter and early 
spring months. The collectors of taxes, in attending to the duties of their 
office, visit the major p^irt of the families in their respective jurisdictions. 
Hence, collectors of taxes can obtain this information at a less cost to the 
State than any other persons, and yet receive a fair compensation for die 
labor done. 

I doubt if the suggestion I am about to make will meet with favor, but 
will make it. Amend the act so as to make it the duty of col lectors of taxes 
of the seveml towns, to make a correct and ample return to the clerks of 
their towns of each and every birth and death occurring, on or before the 
first of March in each and every year. Then make it the duty of said 
clerks to make their returns to the Secretary of State on or before the first 
day of April following. Pay said collectors ten cents or such other sum as 
may be thought sufficient, for each return of a birth or death, and pay the 
clerk a similar fee. This seems to me the only practical way to obtain the 
desired result. SAM. W. CLARKE. 
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February 9, 1856. 

This town will fall, or rather has fallen, far short of a complete compli* 
aace with the law. I think that the law requiring parents to make retura^ 
of births will never be compUed with \ nearly all the information I have 
received upon the sobjeet has been from physicians and midwivea. In re- 
gard to the subject of deaths, I think a law more complete in its details^ and 
more stiingent In some respects, would work to the entire satisfaction of all 
concerned, and cause a complete return of all deaths occurring in our 
midst. 

First, a law should be passed by the Legislature of our State, forbidding 
under a severe penalty any person furnishing a coffin to any person who has 
not \m%n first appointed by the town council of the town in which he lives 
as an undertaker of said town* Secondly, he should give bond in a 
aulBcient sura to oblige him to comply with the law } and, thirdly, he should 
be required to furnish all information required by the Secretary of State, in 
regard to the same, and to make periodical returns thereof to the town 
clerk, &c. We have no undertakers in this town, except those who see 
fit to engage in the calling without license and without controL 

Physicians cannot make complete returns of deaths io our midst. Quite 
a number have expressed the same opinion to me, A physician is called 
to visit a patient, and after two or thxee visits leaves him, supposing he is 
getting better, or is compelled by the friends of the afflicted to leave him | 
and generally he knows no more in regard to him, and probably he dies 
without an attending physician. Another reason is, that physicians are mi- 
willing to acknowledge that they have lost any patients during the yeaJTt 
supposing it may injure their practice. 

In relation to the subject of marriages, we have no law that prevents 
clandestine marriages, A law requiring parties Io be published by the 
town clerk in each town, by putting up notifications of publishment for one 
week in his ofEce, and his certificate of the same furnished to either of said 
parties, allowing any minister or justice to unite them in marriage, would 
secure the object. However, It seems to me too late to have any law that 
requires parties to wait, (1 think that some parties might repent of a bad 
bargain, before, instead of marrying first and repenting afterwards. Most 
people seem desirous to repent afterwards) , 

In regard to obtaining information of births and deaths by appointing some 
person to go from house to house to obtain it, I think it would cause an un- 
necessary expense, which the whole fee allowed to the town clerk would 
not pay. It might answer in the city of Providence, but not in the country 
as. WM, G, ARNOLD, 
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I am well satisfied with the law respecting the regislmtmn of marnages 
and dealJjs, But as to the registmtioa of births, I fee! well assured that it 
hns not opemted well in our town. The law heretofore hm made it the 
duty of physicians to report the births of cVildfeo, and they have genera! 
don© io« But they could report no name to the children without consider 
hie extra pains, and they have said that iliey could not report the names 
when they had no names. Of course, the children have gone on ihe record; 
without any tmmes, (a veiy^ serious defect, as I consider)* I would m 
give a cent, if I had a family of children, for them to be recordcdH^ as has 
been practiced in our town since the new law. The people, almo:^t all, de- 
pend on the physicians in this respect, and pay no attentio!i to it themselves. 
Under the old law, the ptiople generally attended to having their children'^ 
births recorded, and it was done more to the purpose than it has been since. 
Now, if I understand the Iaw» it enjoins it on the parenti to attend to this 
business ; but I have had no returns from parents worth natning, and they 
have got in such a way of depending on physicians, that 1 do not think they 
will be likely to attend to the business themselves, unless something is doce 
to wake them up* If there should be a smart fine on every parent wba 
neglects to have his child^s birth and name recorded in a reasonable lime, 
(ten days ia altogether too short a time), and a certain number of men ap- 
pointed to cany such law into effect, and collect the fine from all who had 
not attended to this duty, I think it would be but a short time before thi 
registration would be in a better state. C. C. LEWIS, 



^ 

J*T 



A memorandum from Mr. Silas Weaveb, town clerk of East Green- 
wich, mentions that records of births, marriages, and deaths have been kept 
in that town, commencing as follows ; 

Marriages and births in 1685, 
Deaths in 1704, 

These records are in good condition. 
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MORTALITY STATISTICS OF- THE SEVENTH CENSUS 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 



In the year 1850, arrangements were adopted by the Census Department 
of the United States, for inquiries to be made into deaths that had occurred 
in every family, during the twelve months preceding the first of .Tune in that 
year. It might be expected that, in New England States at least, any 
deaths that had taken place so recently, would be remembered by the per- 
son applied to for information. But a careful examination of the returns 
will show that a great number of deaths were not reported. The census 
gives some account of a larger number of deaths in Rhode Island than have 
ever been recorded in any other way as occurring in a single year, but the 
great inequality in the proportion of deaths to population in different places 
shows that even this record, obtained by inquiry from house to house, under 
official authority of the national government, is very imperfect. The whole 
number of deaths recorded in Rhode Island, according to the published 
** Mortality Statistics" was 2241, in which are included 17 still-born, leaving 
properly 2224 deaths, or about one in Q6 of the population by the same 
census. I have made a table shewing the ratio of deaths to population in 
every town, but the ratios differ so much as to destroy all confidence in the 
results. Newport, for example, acknowledged only one death in 162 of its 
population, Cumberland one in 190, and Jamestbwn one in 358. The ratios 
for the several counties, calculated from the manuscript returns in the Sec- 
retary of State's office, were as follows : Bristol, one to 52.23, Kent, one 
to 64.67, Newport, one to 88.14, Providence, one to 68.92, Washington, 
one to 69.32. These returns do not exactly agree with the aggregate for 
Rhode Island, quoted above as given in the published " Mortality Statistics," 
According to this work, the deaths were thus distributed through the sev- 
eral periods of life. 



Period* of Life. 


No. 


Per cent. 


Periods of Life. 


No. 


Per cent. 


Under 1 


847 
445 


16.67 
20.09 

86.76 
4.66 
6.77 


20-^0 

50—80 

80 and over 

Unknown 

Total 


680 

442 

98 

9 


28.44 

19.96 

4.42 


1—6 


Allimder5 

6—10 


792 
108 
150 


10-20 


2224 


100.00 
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Including the StiU-Bom^ there were, white 2176, colored 05. Mnles 
1163; females 1078. Natives of the State, 1843* Natives of ot}»er parts 
of the United States, 152, Natives of other countries, 243. Of uakoowti 
nativity, 3, Deaths in spring 473| summer 520, autumn 817, winter 4^0* 

Some of the leading causes of death, with the number of deaths ascribed 
to each, were as follows : Consumption^ 470 ; Dysentery, Mo j Cholera, 
159 ; Old Age, 97 ; Dropsy, 78 ; Disease of Bmin, 67 j Fever, 64; Con- 
visions, 56 1 Searlaiina, 53 ; Typhus Fever, 51. 



BtLL OF MORTAUTT FOE WAERM, B. L, DURING THB TEAE 1855, 

if Of JS VCTLt^OK, M. 1>« 

AGES. 



Under 1 Y€&t « . , ^ . ^ . ^ . * . 


s 


50U-60.. -.,... 




BetvcietL 1 Udd 5 . . . . p * , . > 


8 


60—70,,,. 




5_10 .,., 





70__80. .... 




10—30 .-., 

20 30 


2 

.,, 6 


SO— 90. 




90—100 .,. 




SO 10 ...» , , 


2 


Totol .. .. 


...• 4B 


40-60 


,,..... I 



DISEASm 



Apoplexy ..,,,,.,,, * , , . . 6 

Consumption* * 10 

Cancer , , * ^ ^ «««.,«,..... 3 

Cholera IniSmtum,, .-.., 7 

Croup . .,........»••«*.*. ^ ... - 1 

Dooiino.,. * 2 



l>iseft«8 of the Heart ...., , 1 

Fe^er, Brain ....,,....,., ... S 

Fever, Lung . * i ,...,,,,..-.,,.. . 2 

Old Age .. - , 1 

Pftrjtiysis 4 

Unknown . , , . , ..,,••,*».., . . 3 



Of the above number, there died in January, 4 ; February, 2 ; Mareh, 6 ; 
April, 1 ; May, 4 ; June, 4 ; July, 4 ; Augustj 5 ; September, 5 ; October, 1 ; 
November, 6; December, 1. 

Males, 15; Females, 28. Total, 43. 

Average age, 46. Ratio of deaths to population, 1 to 81. 

Warren contains a population of about 3,500, 

It is a striking feature that the decennial period presenting the greatest 
number of deaths, is that between the ages of 70 and 80, while those be- 
tween the ages of 60 and 70, and 80 and 90, are nejct in number, andniaf' 
Ip half of all the deailis took place hetween the ages of 60 ^.nd 90, 
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*rHE REGISTRATION LAW OF RHODE ISLAND. 

Passed at the October Session of the General Assembly^ 1854. 

-An ACT to provide for a Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 

Whereas, in the administration of justice, or upon the important subject 
of State pauperism, (and even in the pursuits of private life,) it has often 
been found difficult, from the death of witnesses, as well as from other 
causes, to prove the birth, marriage, or death of persons, whereby the rights 
of many have been sacrificed, and great wrongs have been inflicted upon 
individuals and the community; and whereas, important truths, deeply 
afiTecting the physical welfare of mankind, are to be drawn from a knowledge 
of the number of births, deaths, or marriages, that, during a term of years, 
may occur, or may be contracted within the limits of a State : There- 
fore, 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The clerks of the several towns and cities in this State, are 
tereby authorized and required to obtain^ chronologically record, and index, 
as required by the forms prescnbed by the third section of this act, all in- 
formation concerning births, marriageSj and deaths, occurring amongst the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and cities, and on or before the first 
day of February, annually, to make duly certified returns thereof, to the 
Secretary of State, for each year ending on the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber, accompanying the same with a list of those individuals required by 
law to make returns to him, who have neglected the same, and with such 
remarks relating to the object of the law, as he may deem important 
to communicate. 

Sec 2. It shall bo the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the 
returns made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with 
such assistance as shall be rendered by any authorized Committee of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society, to make and publish, (not exceeding seven 
hundred and fifty copies,) a general Abstract and Report thereof, in form 
as prescribed by section third of this act. He shall also cause said returns 
to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the 
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whole to bo Wind in convenient shi^d votumes, and carefully preserved in 
his oHicei for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dallars, m 

Sec. 3. The blaiik forms requijfed to carry out iho provisions of tt» 
act, shall » on opplication, be furnished by ilw ^ecretiiTj of Stale, to clergw 
mern, phyKicians, undertakers, town and city clerks, clerks of the Society tm 
Friends, and other persons requiring them, substantially after the following 
forms, viz- : The record of u. birth., shall stale the date and place of blrtM 
name and sex of the child, whether living or siill-boTn; also, the name anfl 
surname, color, occupation, residence^ and birth-place of the parents, niiA 
time of recording, a^ far as the &ame can be ascertained. The record <fl 
a marriage^ shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence 
and oRictal station of the person by whom married, names, and surnamofl 
of the parties, color, occupation, and residence of each, condition, (whethtiB 
single or widowed ^) what marriage, if second, third, ^c. ; the oecupa* 
tion, birtli-place, and name of their parenta, and thij time of recording, as 
far as the same can be ascertained. The record cf dmihs^ shall state ih^ 
date of death, name and surname of the deceased, the sex, color, and coa 
dition, (single or married,) age, occupation, place of death, place of bir 
names and birth-place of parents, disease or cause of death, and the lime ( 
recording, so far as can he ascertained. 

Sec 4. Of Marriages* Every Society of Friends, clergyman, and \ 
others authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful recort 
of every such rite performed by them, (in manner and form aforesaid,) and 
return the same on or before the second Monday of every month, for dm 
last preceding month, to the clerk of the city or town in which such rite . 
shall have been performed, and no marriage shall be solemnized, until thBl 
parties shall have furnished to the authority about solemnizing it, the ia-i 
formation herein before required, 

Szc* 5. Of Births, As a large number of births annually take place! 
without the assistance or intervention of strictly professional aid^ it ^11 1 
be the duty of each and every parent to make returns to said city or town I 
clerk, of the birth of each of his or her child ren, in manner and form [ 
aforesaid, at least within ten days after the same shall 3mve occurred* 

Sec. 6. Of Deaths. It shall be the duty of each and every pmetising I 
physician, or surgeon, of whatever character, to keep a faithful record, ann I 
to make returns as aforesaid, on or before the second Monday of C8<;b[ 
month, of every death occurring in his or her professional practice, willunl 
this State, during the last preceding month. If without attendance ot| 
physician, the coroner shall make returns as above* 

Sec. 7, Of Undcrlakers. There mny be appointed by the city anil 
town authorities, a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, T^-^ 
movable at the pleasure of said authorities, whose duty it shall be to keep 
a faithful record of all interments by them made, stating where the iadi^ 
viduals died, and where they were buried, and to make returns on or beftw 
the second Monday of every month, as aforesaid. 



1855.] APPENDIX. 85 

Sec. 8. Any city or town may enact municipal laws, more effectually 
to obtain the objects herein contemplated : Provided^ they do not conflict 
"With the main and specific object of this act, viz. to procure the most perfect 
registration. 

Sec 9. Of Fees. The city and town clerks shall receive for each 
record of a birth, marriage, or death, made and returned, as required by 
law, ten cents, to be paid to them out of their respective city and town 
treasuries : Provided^ that the yearly compensation to any one town clerk, 
who shall faithfully perform the duties prescribed by this act, shall not be 
less than five dollars. 

Sec 10. Of Penalties, If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, 
town or city clerk, clerk of any meeting of the Society of Friends, or other 
person, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed 
on, or required of him or her, by this act, or should any one not legally 
authorized, assume to discharge any of said duties, he or she shall, at 
the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction there- 
of, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each and every offence, to 
be recovered by complaint and warrant, one half thereof to the use of 
the town or city, in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the 
person who shall prosecute for the same. 

Sec 11. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, shall be 
granted by any court of probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, 
until the death of such person, or the facts from which the same is pre* 
sumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in orde?* 
that the same may be duly registered according to the proyisiqns of this apt, 
Sec 12. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified hy 
he town clerk and authenticated by his seal of office, as containing a full 
copy of the record of any marriage, birth, or de^th, shall hereaftpr bp a^r 
mitted in any court in this State as prima facie prppf pf any rparriagp 
birth, or death. 

Sec 13, Births, marriages, ai^d deaths pf nourresidents, shall be dis- 
tinguished from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged se- 
parately, The Secretary of State may, frpm time to time, vary the formsi 
of returns, and require such additional information as he may consider 
necessary, to effect the object of this act. 

Sec 14, In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no cler- 
gyman, physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, 
neglects making the returns specified in this act, each and every one shall 
cause his or her name and residence, to be recorded in the clerk's office of 
the town or city, where he or she resides. 

Sec 15. This act shall go into effect from and after the first day of 
January, A. D. Eighteen hundred and fifty five, and from and after that 
time, all apis, and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, shall be deemed and 
taken tp be repealed. 



FOURTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



imODE ISLATsD. 



1856 



^■mfH,*j 



FOURTH REPORT 



TO THE 



GENEEAL ASSEMBLY OP RHODE ISLAND, 

BBLATING TO THE 

REGISTRY AND RETURNS 

. ■- . ,v ..\ '.,' . .■' ' 



OP 



V 



^trt|5, parriageisrntJr ^u\\s, 



IN THE STATE, 

VOB THE TEAR ENDING DECEUBEB 31, 1856. 



PBSrABXD VirOXB THE D I B X T I O N OF 

JOHN E. BAETLETT, 

aaOBBTAST OV BTATS. 



PBOYIDENCE: 
KMOWllB, AHTBONT A 00., STATB PBINTBB8. 

1857. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Pkovidence, September 18, 1857. 

To the Hcmrcibh General Assembly : 

Gentlemen, I have the honor to present to you the Fourth 
Annual Report upon the Registration of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, in Rhode Island. It relates to the registration for the 
year ending December 31st, 1856. The amendments to the 
law, adopted at your last January session, did not go into effect 
till the first of July, 1857, so that we have as yet no means of 
learning how far these amendments will add to the efficiency of 
this important law. It is evident, however, from the state of 
registration shown in this report, that some considerable 
changes were needed. The present report has been prepared 
tinder the same direction as the two last, as the accompanying 
coiTOspondence will show. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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Peovidenl^ September 18, 1857. 

To the Hommhk John K BaHktt, 

Secretary of Siate^ 

Dear Sm : In behalf of the ^ Committee on Rogii^tTation,** of 
tlie Rhode Island Medical Society^ the ^ Fourth Aimual Repcirt 
on Registi^ation'* in tliii§ State, is herewith presented. This re- 
port, as well as the two preceding, has been prepared by Diu 
Cn^tiLLES W* Parsokr^ of this city^ and the committee consider 
it a matter of congratulatitm that Dr, Parsons has consented to 
continue hit^ laburs in coimection with this subject* The prep- 
aration of these aunufil abstracts requires, not only an intimate^ 
knowledge of the subject, but also a deep interest in the ii 
portant problems of vital and social economy which the repoi 
are calculated to solve. These qualifications are possessed 
Br* K in an eminent degree. 

The returns for the year 1856 were not of the improved char- 
acter we had reason to expect. There seem to have been some 
defects in the law itself, and a still greater deficiency in the ex- 
ertiouj? of some of the officers entrusted with its executiorii 
The changes made in the huv, upon the recommendation of tha 
commissioners upon the revised statutes, which wont mto effect 
on the first of July last^ it is believed wUI secure much mow 
full and more correct returns. It is now the interest^ m well as 
the duty^ of the town clerks and registrars to obtain full and 
con^ect returns of births, marriages, and deaths ; and aocordiagj 
to the generally received laws of human action, where interest 
coincides mth duty, we have good reason t^ expect that the 
duty will be performed. 

Notwithstanding the deficiencies which have been found in 
the returns, a vast number of important facts have been collect- 
ed, and these reports aie annually increasing in value, as the 
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fiwts accumulate. It is expected that in the next annual re- 
port, a recapitulation of the results obtained from more than 
five years of registration in Rhode Island, will enable us to ar- 
rive at some general conclusions upon the subject, which will be 
of great value and importance to the community. 

Respectfully Yours, 

EDWIN M. SNOW, 
For the CommUtee. 



Providence, September 18, 1857. 
To the Committee on Registration 

of the Rhode Island Medical Society ^ 

Gentlemen : In accordance with a custom which has grown 
into a rule, I have now to submit to you the Registration Re- 
port for last year, accompanied by a formal note. The prelim- 
inary tables were prepared under my own supervision, by a 
young gentleman, who has done his duty with great faithful- 
ness and skill. The remarks on the subject of the report, 
were written by myself 

Yours very respectfully, 

CHARLES W. PARSONS. 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION 

OF THE 

RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



JOSEPH MAURAN, M. D. 
GEORGE L. COLLINS, M. D. 
EDWIN M. SNOW, M. D. 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1856. 





i 

SEX. 


i 

1 




DIVISIONS OF TBI 


8TAT1. 




COLOEID OHILDBKK INCLUDID HT 
TEX PRBCBDIKO. 


MONTHS, 


i 


i 

1 


a 




1 


i 


i? 


1 




1"^ 


•s 


i 

1 


Jan. 


Males, 


110 


8 


3 


13 


15 


66 


5 


1 




1 




4 






Females, 


100 


8 


9 


16 


10 


53 


4 


. . 




1 




2 






Total, 


210 


16 


12 


29 


25 


119 


9 


1 




2 




6 




Feb. 


Males, 


132 


9 


7 


19 


15 


78 


4 










3 






Females. 


99 


9 


. . 


11 


9 


63 


7 










3 






Unknown, 


1 


, . 


. . 




1 


, , 


, , 
















Total, 


232 


18 


7 


30 


25 


141 


11 










6 




March, 


Males, 


13G 


13 


8 


15 


13 


81 


6 




i 






1 






Females, 


121 


14 


7 


15 


12 


69 


4 










3 






Unknown, 






, , 


, , 






, , 
















Total, 


257 


27 


15 


30 


25 


150 


10 










4 




April, 


Males, 


127 


7 


9 


13 


13 


78 


7 










2 






Females, 


121 


11 


8 


17 


8 


72 


5 


1 




i 




1 






Unknown, 


2 


. . 


1 




1 




, , 


. , 








, , 






Total, 


250 


18 


18 


30 


22 


150 


12 


1 




i 




3 




May, 


Males, 


148 


10 


10 


14 


19 


87 


8 


1 






i 


, , 






Females, 


129 


7 


7 


15 


14 


78 


8 


, , 


i 






1 






Unknown, 


1 


, , 




1 


, , 






, , 














Total, 


278 


17 


17 


30 


33 


165 


16 


1 


i 




i 


i 




June, 


Males, 


129 


5 


9 


17 


14 


81 


8 


1 








2 






Females, 


117 


4 


8 


9 


15 


72 


9 










2 






Unknown, 


5 


, , 


3 


2 


, , 




















Total, 


251 


9 


20 


28 


29 


153 


12 


i 








"i 




July, 


Males, 


118 


9 


3 


15 


14 


75 


2 






2 




1 






Females, 


120 


13 


10 


20 


10 


65 


2 










2 






Unknown, 


3 


, , 


1 




2 




, , 
















Total, 


241 


22 


14 


35 


26 


140 


4 






2 




3 




Aug. 


Males, 


123 


8 


4 


11 


18 


74 


8 






, , 




2 






Females, 


118 


9 


8 


22 


15 


59 


5 






1 




1 






Total, 


241 


17 


12 


33 


33 


133 


13 






1 




8 




Sept. 


Males, 


118 


12 


6 


14 


11 


70 


5 






1 




1 






Females, 


111 


9 


5 


10 


19 


62 


6 






, , 




3 






Unknown, 


1 


, , 


, , 


1 


, , 




, , 






, , 




, , 






Total, 


230 


21 


11 


25 


30 


132 


11 






1 




4 




Oct. 


Males, 


102 


13 


5 


8 


12 


60 
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1 




, , 




2 






Females, 


127 


13 


8 


17 


12 


69 


8 






1 










Unknown, 
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, , 


, , 


2 


1 




















Total, 


232 


26 


13 


27 


25 


129 


12 


1 
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i 
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Table H. BIRTHS, 1856. Continubd. 



HONTHBh 



SEX. 



tittrnt^m or the btatx^ 



COLORED c wn-pmjjr . 



^ 



U 
-I 






Kov. 



Dec 



gate, 



Females, 
Unknown^ 

Total, 
Hales J 
Females^ 
UnknowBj 

ToUd, 



Males, 
Females, 



121 

128 
1 
250 
115 
116 
3 
234 



1479 

1407 

20 



15 
9 

24 

6! 
7 

is 



115 
113 



10 12 

6 17 
1 



Total, 2906 228 



16 
5 
4 



79 

80 

5 



10 

26 



65; 

61 



30 
13 

20 

a 



164 

189 

10 



3S 126 
12 76 
15 61 



27 



166 
165 
5 



164863 3361675140 



18 
3 
9 



137 



891 
784 



12! 



64 

76 



6 2 



2 
3 
1 



21 
21 



10 1 42 



FAKENTAOB. 



Amencan. 

Foreign 

American Father ) 
& Fortjign Mother j 
Foreign Father & } 
American Mother j 
Unknown 

Totals..., 

CO LOB. 

White 

Colored 



i 
J_ 

1,481 
1,124 

83 

79 
139 

2,906 



2,843 
63 



130 

39 





45 

228 



222 
6 



^ 
S 



93 
37 



1 
32 

164 



162 
2 



i 



252 

88 



12 
2 

363 



353 
10 



Is 



195 
85 



2 

46 

336 



335 
1 



i 

1 

705 
857 

54 

59 



1,675 



1,633 
42 



L 



106 
18 



14 



140 



138 
2 
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Table III. PLURALITY BIRTHS. 1856. 





BEX. 






































TOTAi. 


I>m3lO?JS OF TUB 

STATK. 


1 


1 


i 


t 




i 




1 

< 


i 


1 


1 


1 


10 

5 
22 

6 

54 


1 

1 

'3 
'3. 

'e 
'5 
12 

'2 

31 


i 


Bristol county J* 

Kent county,* 

Newport couDty," 

Towns of Pi-ovi- ) 
dence county,'' J 
Providence city," 

Washington co/ 
Total, 


Males, 

Femdes, 
JIalejJt, 
Ft-males, 
Males, 

Fe mules, 

Male^ 

Females, 

Mates, 

Females, 

Males, 

Females, 

Bfales, 
Females, 

Total, 


2 

i 

J 


2 
2 


5 
3 


1 
1 
1 

1 

8 
1 

5 
3 


2 

1 
1 

2 

I 

1 

6 
2 


1 

1 

7 

1 


2 
2 

2 
2 


2 
2 

1 
2 

5 

a 


2 

i 

1 

'2 
2 
4 
2 

5 


3 

2 

1 
1 

i 
1 

5 
4, 


4 
4 


i 

1 

'2 
2 

3 
3 


is 

12 

io 

34 
8 




G 


2 


_8 


8 


8 


8 


4 


8 


14 


9 


4 


6 


,, 


^ 


80 



a Parentage in two cases American, in four foreign. Occupations of the fathers, two 
farmers, one machinist, one mason, one operative, one ship carpenter. A case of triplet* 
in October. 

b Parentage in two cases American, in one Irish, in one unknown. Occupations of the 
fathers, one carpenter, one harness maker, one laborer, one mason. 

c Parentage in five cases American, in one Irish. Occupations of the fathers, three farm- 
ers, one mariner, one miner. 

d Parentage in two cases American, two Irish, in one unknown. Occupations of tlie 
fathers, two laborers, two operatives, one teacher. 

e Parentage in ten cases American, in five foreign, in one, father American and mother 
Irish, in one, father English and mother American. Occupations of the fathers, one baker, 
one blacksmith, one cabinet-maker, one carpenter, one jeweler, three laborers, two marin- 
ers, two merchants, one moulder, one screw-cutter, one sheet-iron worker, one soap-boiler, 
one tailor. 

/Parentage in two cases American, in one Irish, in one unknown. Occupations of the 
fathers, one farmer, two laborers, one stone-cutter. 
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Table IV, MARRIAGES. 1856. 



MONTHS. 



Whole 
Number. 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



1^ 









1# 



It 



January , 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September , 

October 

November 

December 

Unknown 

Total 

NATIVITY. 

American 

Foreign 

American male & ) 
Foreign female, ) 
Foreign male & ) 
American female, ) 
Unknown 

Total 



140 
107 

85 
124 
150 
126 
100 

98 
139 
156 
172 
130 
8 



9 
5 
7 
1 
3 
9 
3 
6 
4 
6 
6 
10 



12 

8 

12 

12 

9 

9 

12 

8 

18 

16 

21 

14 



22 

14 
9 
19 
24 
11 
14 
19 
19 
20 
17 
11 



1535 



69 



151 



199 



37 
24 
22 
37 
34 
25 
33 
23 
30 
28 
49 
29 



52 
45 
27 
53 
72 
66 
35 
36 
62 
76 
69 
55 
8 



371 



656 



8 

11 

8 

2 

8 

6 

3 

6 

6 

10 

10 

11 



89 



929 
438 

71 

79 
18 



57 
8 

3 
1 



1535 



69 



109 
37 



95 
82 

12 

10 



237 
92 

20 

20 
2 



352 


79 


212 


7 


34 


1 


45 


1 


13 


1 



151 



199 



371 I 656 



89 
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Table V. 


AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 




1856. 




«-*.^ 


1 


AQW or XESI. 






B % S S i ^ 

S £ £ £ ,3 S 

fi 9 9 s a le 


S 

.= 


^ 1 


1 


Undergo 

20 to 25 


30' 12 
226 286 


1 

52 

136 

50 

27 

9 

4 

2 

1 

i 


15 

23 
17 

3 
1 


10 

15 

10 

8 

5 

2 


1 

6 
4 
6 
7 
4 
1 


1 

* 

6 
2 
3 
3 
1 


2 

1 
2 

i 


* * 

* * 

m * 

* * 


.1 

1 
2 


1 


i 

2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

47 


49 
574 


ii5to ;*f> 

50io35,. 

35 to 4f> ,. 

40 to 45 


68 

17 

11 

2 


237 

66 

27 

4 

3 

i 


460 

168 

103 

42 


45 to 50 

50 to 55 


ai 

23 


55 to 00 

O^Jto 05..,..,.., 

05 to 70,.. 

70 to 75,., 

75 to 80 

Unknoini, 


15 

12 

3 

3 

4 

48 


Whole No. Women 


364 


636 


283 


81 


57 


29 


15 


6 


5 


3 


I 


55 


1,535 



[Kfd tbcu: 36 men under twenty married wom«n under twenty; S8 men between twenty and 
twenty-fiTe married women under twenty, &c.] 

Table VL DEATHS. 1856. 
Arranged by the month* in which they occurred. 





fl^X, 


1 
i 

s 


i>mai«ii3 or tux btax*. 


coii>&xi> puasoKt twvu^iif or 

TOM PUCISCHG. 


WONTIIfl. 


1 


1 


j 


II 




S 


f 

i 
1 


1 


; 
■ 


1 






Feb. 
March, 
April, 
May, 


Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Femalei, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 


98 
78 

176 

76 

8.3 

1 

160 
91 

100 
2 

193 

89 

71 

2 

162 
74 
61 

135 


7 
9 

le 

4 

8 

12 
4 

9 

13 
6 
5 

ii 

3 

7 

10 


7 
3 
10 
3 
2 

5 
5 
5 

10 
4 
2 

6 
1 

1 
2 


9 

8 

17 

9 

11 

1 

21 

12 

10 

2 

24 

5 

8 

2 

15 

6 

6 

12 


14 
18 
32 
12 
14 

26 
11 
12 

23 
24 
13 

37 
14 
15 
29 


58 
39 
97 
48 
47 

95 

55 
61 

116 
47 

41 

88 
47 
32 
79 


3 
1 
4 

1 

"i 

4 
3 

7 
3 
2 

'5 
3 

'3 






i 
i 

1 
i 


i 
i 


4 
1 
5 

5 

'2 
3 
k 

6 


.. 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1856. Continued. 



9 



UONTHS. 



June, 
July, 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct 



giite. 



SEX. 



Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Tofed, 
^L1Ies, 
Females, 
Dt J known, 

Total, 
Males, 
F^miile^t, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown^ 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
IVfales, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 

MaicH, 

Females, 

Unknown, 



I Total, 



^ 



G9 

■1 

1311 

1)2 

75 

3 

170 

117 

d2 

3 

212 

88 

94 

7 

169 

81 

94 

7 

182 

69 

95 

3 

167 

7i] 

78 

3 

157 

102(1 

D87 

3o 



SIVlSmNB or TUK itTATI. 



4 
4 

8 

4 

10 

14 
5 
5 

10 
5 

10 

15 
4 
9 

13 
6 
2 



3 
13 

IC 

55 
91 






13 

2 

11 
{j 
5 

11 

9 
5 

14 
4 
3 

7 
3 
2 



4 

8 

4 

16 

1] 

12 

3 

2e* 

8 
12 

3 
25 
14 

8 

7 
29 
11 
18 

7 
3lj 
10 

7 

3 
20 
16 
10 

3 
29 



115 
118 

35 



II 



15 
12 



27 
17 
17 



34 
21 
23 



44 

17 
16 



33 
K 
ID 



35 
22 

29 



32 



200 
203 



1- 

3^ 



39 
38 



77 
51 
29 



80 
71 

50 



5^ 



121 
45 
50 



95 
37 
39 



76 
21 
r*9 



73 
34 
35 



553 
513 



2042 U(i 100 268 403 lOGG 59 3 1 15 3 



OOliO&lD fKELiOKJI INCLUDKO (HT 



■3^ 



Mg 



H&1 



-Sri 



1 

3 



4 
1 



3 
2 



3 
1 



26 
22 



48 1 



wlTJvt'^^ 



WJioIn 



BrlcttoL 



Kent 



Newport 



Tmnia of 



Provijltipce 
cUy. 



ton i;o. 



^rnerican, 

_*Vjreign 

^^* known,,, . . , 

Total, 

J^liite 

Colored 

2 



1614 
321 

77 



137 
8 
1 



84 

12 

4 



177 
22 

69 



320 
81 



870 
196 



56 
2 

1 



2042 

1971 
71 



146 

143 
S 



100 

99 
1 



268 



253 
15 



403 1006 



400 
3 



1018 
43 



59 



58 
1 



10 
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Table Vn. DEATHS. 1856. 

Arranged hy the periods of life within which theif oceitrred^ 



ggic. 



t 



PiITISIDirS OF Tm STAT!' 



^ 



is 



i 



^)fj(Lu£lD 1>Z&30ys IKCUIDiED ja^ 













I 






I 



Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Mal«a, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Fenoales, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 

Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Totals 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 



197 

155 

1 

353 

101 

84 

1 

ise 

ao 

41 

1 
92 

45 

28 

73 

27 

32 

51) 

420 

340 

3 

763 

71 

66 

137 

21 

18 

S9 

28 

42 

70 

71 

115 

186 

SO 

78 

158 



10 
13 

23 
5 

8 

13 
2 
3 

5 
3 
4 
7 

1 

1 

20 

29 

49 

6 

1 
7 
1 
2 
3 
3 

3 
1 

12 
13 

5 
9 

14| 



9 
3 

12 
3 
1 



2 
16 

6 

22 



15 

12 
1 

28 
5 
4 
1 

10 
6 
3 
1 

10 
1 
1 
2 
4 
1 
5 

31 

21 

a 

55 

a 

5 



3 
3 

1 

5 
G 

6 

12 

18 

9 

6 

15 



20 
31 



51 

16 
14 



30 
10 
10 



20 
12 

7 
19 

7 

10 
17 
65 
72 



137 

22 
21 

48 

9 

4 

13 

9 

13 

22 

16 

15 

31 

9 

24 

33 



138 

94 



232 

70 
57 



127 
29 
22 



51 

29 
16 
45 
14 
20 
34 
280 
209 



489 

37 
37 
74 
9 
8 
17 
11 
22 
33 
44 
68 
112 
52 
3C 
88 



II 



13 

3 
1 
4 
4 



4 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1856. CoNrrauED. 



i 



|1 



dS3L 



Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Tolal, 
Males, 
Females^ 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males^ 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Malea, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown^ 

Total, 



I 



7^ 
60 

139 
72 
fi4 

186 
48 
53 

101 
66 
74 

140 

as 

43 

81 
4 

10 

14 

1 

1 
21 



77 

1020 

987 
35 

2042 



Ditinoira of isi atats. 



4 
6 
10 
2 
5 
7 
2 
7 
9 
6 
13 
19 
4 
5 
9 
1 



55 
91 



146 



4 
4 

8 
7 

6 

13 
5 
2 
7 

12 
3 

15 
5 
5 

10 

i 
1 



I 

61 
39 



100 



10 

4 

14 

11 

8 

19 

7 

9 

16 
12 
14 
26 
8 

12 

20 

1 

2 

3 



16 
17 
32 
65 

115 
118 

35 

268 



It 



H-3 



12 
7 

19 

19 

13 

32 

12 

13 

25 

15 

9 

24 

7 

8 

15 

1 

1 

2 



200 
203 



403 



I 



45 

86 

81 

31 

31 

C2 

19 

19 

38 

15 

33 

48 

8 

11 

19 

1 

3 

4 

1 



553 

513 



1066 



4 

4 

36 
23 

59 



2 
1 
2 
5 

7 
6 
2 

15 






5 
4 

9; 
1 

2 

a 



2G 
22 



48 



12 
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Table X OCCUPATIONS in connection wits the AGES AT 

DEATH. 1856. 

Age$ under twenty years being omitted. 



oacui>ATioin. 



AOBl At PLATM^ 



s 



Baker, ...,.* 

. Blacksmith, , - . , . 

Block Frinter, 

Boarding-house keeper, female, 
Botamc doctor, .,,.,......... 

Brakemati, » . . , , 

Britannia-worker, , 

Butcher, * 

Carpenter, 

€a1ker, ♦*..»*. 

Chair-maker,, * * , 

Clergyman, - , , 

Clerk, 

Color-mixer, * , . , 

Cooper, , . * 

Camer and Tanner, 

I>niggUt, -\. 

Kngineer, , . * < « * 

Farmer, »*.****,*.,«• ^ . * <« > 

Fiddler, , 

Finisher, * . , 

Gardener, .,.,*,.**> » , . 

Ganger,, » > 

Gentleman,* ,.**,.,.» 

Grain-measurer, »•.***....,. 
Grocer,, , * •* 

Gunsmtthf 

Hair-dresser,. , . . . 

« " female, . 

Haroess-maker, . 

IhUter, , 

Jeweler, 

lank-dealer, 

I^aborer,. 

Latnf^-lighter, . . , 

liiwyer, , 

Uimbcr-dealer , 



11 



i 
20 



21 



2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
B 

20 
2 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 

85 
1 
1 
3 
I 
4 
1 
2 

2; 
J 
1 
1 
1 

7 
I 
102 
1 
1 
1 



109 

256 

39 

82 

70 

45 

65 

310 

941 

119 

70j 

133 

242 

38 

28 

275 

39 

96 

5481 

50 

30 

101 

255 
81 
91 

98 
05 
25 
23 
65 
220 
54 
4407 
49 
77 
44 



54.50 
42.G7 
39.00 
82.00 
70.00 
22.50 
65.00 
38.75 
47.05 
59.50 
70-00 
C6.50 
30.25 
38.00 
28.00 

esjs 

39.00 
32.00 
C4.48 
50.00 
30.00 
33.67 
86.00 
63J5 
81.00 
45.50 
49.00 
32.50 
25.00 
23,00 
65.00 
31.43 
54.00 
40.20 
49.00 

77.no 

44.00 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS in connection with the AGES AT 
DEATH. Continued. 



ocain?ATioxs, 



j^osa ^T inATE* 



& 



MnchjjiiFt,. 

Manufacturerj 

Mnson, , , * 

Mechanu'^ , 

Merchant, , 

Miller, 

Moulder, , . , 

Nurse, female, 

OmnibusK)wnerj 

Operative, ..,..,. 

Ojstennau, 

Pattem-tnaker, , . . . 

Painter, , , 

Pliysiciao, 

Printer, 

Bope-makcr,. 

Haddler,, , . . 

ScLool-teacherj . 

" '' female,. . . . 

Seaman,, . . . * 

Seamstress, . . . . . * 

Servant, female, 

Bill p-m aster,, w * . 

Shoe-maker,* .' . - » 

Silver-smith, . 

Scone-catter, , 

Sugar-refiner, 

Tailor, 

" merchant^ 

Teacher of musicj femalcj . 
Teamster, ,,,,.,,,.,,,., 

Trader, . 

Truckman, * . 

TurneTj, .,......- 

Waiter, 

AVatchman, , . , , 

Waj^lier-womanj * . 

Weaver, 

Well-digger, . , , 

Wiieelwright, 

Wood -sa wjer, ^_ 



1 1 



10 

G 

6 
7 
1 
I 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
S 

17 
5 
1 
3 

13 
1 
1 
1 
2 
] 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 



442 

536 

309 

236 

431 

42 

32 

57 

4i 

160 

33 

59 

247 

89 

76 

66 

46 

29 

119 

837 

280 

35 

152 

741 

37 

75 

31 

159 

50 

39 

172 

147 

22 

54 

48 

47 

81 

74 

50 

37 

46 



44.20 
59.55 
51.50 
39.3S 
61.57 
42.00 
32.00 
57.00 
44.00 
40.00 
33.00 
59.00 
49 40 
89.00 
76.00 
66.00 
46.00 
29.00 
39.67 
49.24 
56.00 
35.00 
50.67 
57.00 
37.00 
75,00 
31.00 
79.50 
50.00 
39.00 
43.00 
49.00 
22.00 
54.00 
24.00 
47.00 
40.50 
37.00 
50,00 
37-00 
46.00 
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SuFPLEKEZiT TO TaBLE XI* 



Id thb t&ble every occupation has been mdnded, in whlcli as many 
iliT^e deaths from assigoed causesj were on record. The foOowing sup 
plement oomprigcB the remainiDg occDpations, in each of wbich^ them] 
occurred but one or two deaths who$e earner were epeciEed, In the tabli 
and sapplement, the catise of d^th, in connection with the occupation 
giTen in 34S < 



Block Printer, ApopkJ^. 

Botanic Doetojr, Congesti&n of the Ltmgm. 

Bimk^DWil, Maiiroad accidents^ itwo tasea.) 

Brltannlft Worker, Pr^umom'a, 

Otlker, Jn/fannNifibn of Bladder ^ Irifkamma^ 

timi trf Brain, 
Onyx-mak^t Consumption^ 
Color-mjjcer, ^yitrjittry, 
Coo^Tf I^TOwning. 
Dntf^bt, Contumpttm. 
Fiddler, Consumpti^fn. 
FinisbeTj Fnettifioma. 
Gaager, (Md Age^ 
Graln-meoBurer, Did Age. 
Grocar^ Omsajt^tivtn, F€ntonitis, 
G^mimicb, Ti^hoid fevtr. 
Hah- dres£^r, Ctmivrnption^ (ttco cas^*) 
HamesB maker, Erym'pdaa^ 
Junk-'dealcr, Fii^umania, 
LwDpllgliter, CofummpHmi. 
Lawyer, (MdAge. 
Lomticr dealer, Cbf]«uinpf»»i, 
Meirhant tailor, Bropay. 



KiLree, {female,) T^hoidfecer. 

Opmiliiis Pmprietor,, lasanttjif^ 

O^peratiTe, CQnsumpUon, Pneujuoma^ 

Oy^tcrman. Consumption^ 

Pattern MaJier, Cutmuw^ition. 

Physidim, Pngvmoma* 

Kope maker, lAmt^ IMamue of. 

Saddler^ IMarthaa, 

Serv an t J fern a le, OaiisumpHon . 

St]l|imASter, BrvnchiiiSf Ih^sy of Ch^. 

BUveismith, Congtnnpti&H, 

Stone-cvttttTf Otd Age. 

Sa^ar-rcfitier, Umvming. 

Tailorj jyiaiThaii, OW Age* 

Teai'LiT of Music!, Ibmale, Oon*uw^Um* 

Tni(ler» InJIammatton of JSmj'fl, ConsufHpli^' 

Truck mftu, Sec&ndaru Ss/pMlis. 

Turner^ Citsuaity^ 

Waiter, Sofiening of ihe Brairij Consumptm* 

'WashtTwomRiitt Consumption i £^ptl^$ifM 

Watchman, Dysent^ri/. 

Weavcrj, Consumpijon^ Hip I}isea3G% 

Well-dig^r, Ap*ipJr^. 

Wheelwriglit, Ilemopt]fsis^ 

Wood-sawyer^ FiimrnKfUia, 



i 



KEPOKT. 



The present report is prepared under the same direction as the 
two preceding. It resembles the last in its objects and arrange- 
ment. The statute provides for the publication of an " abstract 
and report ;" and these documents have taken the form suggested 
by these words, consisting of a tabular abstract of the recorded 
facts, followed by a general summing up of the same facts, and 
remarks on the more interesting lessons to be deduced from them. 
The writer is well aware that a fuller tabular analysis and a wider 
scope of comment might gratify the student of statistics, as they 
would certainly give a more important aspect to this yearly re- 
port. He has sought to proportion its fulness to the number of 
facts embodied, to the value of any deductions made from them, 
which depends very much on their number, and to the just expec- 
tations of the State authorities. The look of sameness, unavoid- 
able in such a series of documents, must not lead to a belief that 
they are merely repetitions of one another. Uniformity in plan 
may give such an appearance ; but it is necessary, in order to 
allow successive reports to be compared, and the experience of 
different years to be collated. The more our facts are multiplied, 
if it be done by the impartial mode of a registration established by 
government, and if the records are similar enough in form to per- 
mit comparison, and make them cumulative, the more are the 
effects of accidental disturbances sunk, and the nearer do we come 
to actual and permanent truth. In this report, as in the two pre- 
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ceding, the results of past registration ia this State have been 
summed upj in tlie course of our remarks on many topics. In re- 
gard to the subject of causes of deathj we have aimed most partic- 
ularly to show the peculiarities of the year 1856^ especially as 
epidemic diseases. 

A few points occur as worth mentioning in immediate connec- 
tion with our preliminary tables. 

In the General Abstract, table L, we have introduced a column , 
giving the area, in square miles, of each town and division of thfl 
State. Wc have followed the State Map, by Henry F. Walling" 
civil engineer, a gentleman of established and high reputation as a 
topographer. We had thought of giving, in an adjoiniDg cokmn, 
the estimated population for 1856 of each town, by wkich thej 
present density of popnlatioii might have been calculated. But" 
we were soon com^inccd that such estimates would be very uncer- 
tain and unreliable, the rates of increase for each town havingj 
been so different at different periods of its history, as to make it] 
unsafe to use any pui^ely arithmetical rule, while our knowledge of 
the several towns is not sufficient to enable us to introduce M 
needed corrections. The column of population in 1S50 has aol 
cordiogly been retained. This sulyect of density is important ia^ 
connection with the mortality and health of towns. The Registra- 
tion Reports of Great Britain mention a fixed ratio, more or legi 
' constantly precise, as existing between the density and mortalitjj 
of towns in that count ry^ and it may be interesting, when a censHl 
13 taken, to inquire into this relation in our State, Rhode Island 
was in 1850 the most densely peopled State in the Union. 
is said to be true of Massachusetts, in the compendium of the las^ 
United States Census. If we follow the estimate of the area 
that State given in the Registration Reports, and in the published 
abstract of the State Census of 1855, viz: 7800 square miles, wl 
shall have for its density in 1S50, 127*5 inhabitants to the squar^ 
mile, while that of Rhode Island was 141, Massachusetts was 
1855 a little more dense than Rhode Island was in 1850, having 
145-2 inhabitants to the square mile. The contrasts in our State 
between the compact city, with its rapid increase of population 
in a small area, and those thinly settled towns whose numbers 
have hardly increased, or have even lessened, since the first ufli 
tional census, have a great effect on health, and the prospects 
life, and ought to be considered in connection with the objects ^ 
registration. 
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m This may be a proper place to introduce anotlicr topic connected 
■rith the extent and boundaries of towns. It has not hitherto been 
Lecossarj to refer to any changes iq town-linca made by the Gen- 
pral Assembly, Such chaoges affect the populatiou of these divis- 
Bons of the State^ and of course alter the basis of our statistical 
inquiries, where we attempt to compare town with town. In 
^hode laland these changes are seldom made. On the first of 
■October, 18,56, a law went into effect, by which the northerly part 
nf Tiverton, in Newport county, became a separate town, called 
ffall Rii^er* It adjoins Fall River in Bristol county, Massachusetts, 
Lnd is closely associated with that town in business relations. It 
n to be regretted tlmt a source of much confusion has been intro- 
Buccd, by thus giving the same name to tW'o contiguous towns. In 
Khe first table of this report, Fall River is included with Tiverton, 
po separate retarn having been received from the former town. 
The return from Tiverton is Tery carefully prepared, and includes 
^e facts for both towns up to the end of the year, 
I It may be noticed that, in our first table, the births of uuknowii 
tarentage, and the marriages and deaths of unknown nativity, have 
Been omitted, This was done to save room. The omitted figures 
%re given, for the whole State and for each of the six divisions, in 
the last part of tables XL, IV., and VL 

We have been so little satisfied with former attempts at classi- 
fying occupations, in the last two of the preliminary tables, that we 
Kave now arranged them alphabetically. The reasons of this are 
painly matters of convenience, and n^e do Bot think any important 
lessons of practical value are lost by the change. The leading 
■contrast, that between farmers and other occupations, is preserved 
fcqually well in either arrangement. When facts have acGiimUlated, 
Band a general summary for a series of years is made, some classi- 
fication may be adopted that will bring out the truths hidden tn 
these dry figures and skeleton- tables more completelj. The last 
mpt these tables has in former reports been troublesome to print, 
ward to read, costly, and ludicrous from the large proportion of 
■blanks and leaders to figures. 

I Particular remarks on the state of the returns, and the recent 
Bdianges io the law of registration, will be found near the end of 
W6m report We will now proceed to irivc, as in former reports, 
ML run II in j^ commentary on the preliminary tables, untler tljo seve- 
■jal heads which their titles suggest* 
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The registry of Births continues to be very imperfect. This is 
no more than might be expected from the defective provisions of 
the law, in regard to the mode of procuring a record of births. 
The whole number reported for 1856 was 2906, being twenty less 
than in 1855. The still-born are excluded, and every case of 
twins, is counted as two births. With this imperfect registry, our 
results cannot be trusted as a basis for many general inferences. 
This is to be regretted ; for many questions connected with the 
history of population, and many lessons in relation to public health, 
gained by a study of the mortuary statistics, the average age at 
death, &c., require a knowledge of the number of births, as an el- 
ement in their investigation. 

The city of Providence presents, in this respect, a marked con- 
trast to all other parts of the State. Our record for other towns 
is dependent, legally, on the report made by parents to the clerks , 
of their towns, and in fact on the accidental interest of Individ- i 
uals, oftener of physicians or town clerks, than of the parents 
themselves. But in Providence a very complete registration ex- 
ists, the city being canvassed twice a year, in January and July, 
for this particular object. This city has reported, this year as in 
the previous one, more than half the births, while its population 
in 1850 was to that of the State about as one to three and a half. 
It reported 83 more than in 1855. 

Since the first of June, 1852, the number of births included in 
the Rhode Island Reports amounts to 10,792. The city of Pro- 
vidence reported 6841 of these. The average in a year has 
been for the whole State 2354, and for Providence nearly 1500*— 
In three years past, the annual proportion of births to population 
has been, according to the City Registrar's Report, one to 30.89. 
In the State, it is hardly worth calculating, on account of the greit 
defects in our returns. 

The sex has been recorded of 10,718 children, in our whole se- 
ries of reports. Of these 5483, or 51.16 per cent, were maleS; 
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5235^ or 48.84 per cent were females* Or^ the ratio may bo 
'stated thua^ 104.7 males to 100 females. 

The excess of male births has been usually found more consid- 
erable in country towns, and the moat healthful climates, tliaa in 
the largo city. In Providence, it was unusiially great during the 
past year, viz: 53.19 males to 46.81 females in every hundred, 
while for the State, in the same year, the percentage was, 51.25 
malesj and 48.75 feinalos. This would seem to show an unusually 
favorable state of the city in regard to health,^ 

The color is frequently not specified, but where not mentioned^ 

presumed to be white. In the whole series of reports, 253 

Idren are stated to have been colored. The proportion of 

Bfrthg in the colored population appears to be very nearly the 

le as among the white, 

The parentage, or origin of the parents of the children bom, 
IS a most important subject of inquiry. The proportion of 
aerie an parentage has very slightly but steadily lessened for 
ire 3 years past^ having been in 1854, 54,71 per cent of all the 
ths whose parentage was apecified, in 1855, 53.82 per cent, and 
[1856, 53.52 per cent. The percentage of purely foreign paren- 
igc has been almost exactly the same through this period, viz; 
L59, 40.50, and 40.62 per cent, in the three several years. The 
BS of mixed parentage have increased as the purely American 
Bsenedj being in the three successive years, 4.70, 5.68 and 5>86 
per cent- If we simplify the comparison a little, by classing all 

ie children born according to the nativity of their fathers, we 
fce the following result for 1856, 
Pirhe Bej^JstratloD Reports af Massachusetts, whtl4^ UTiIformij exhibiting an excf^s of 
\ male over feruolo births, have for scveml years jmst cqnitiiincci rcmorke like tlie following, 
which w<3 quote from the report for IS-SS* *'Thi8 does not agreo with what U usually 
I bclJCTCtl to be the case, especiallj In foirigu fountriest wlicn! the statement \s alnioat utii- 
! wrsiilly madp, that more femalca than maks Are annually hom."^ fiacli one of the four 
last rcportis from that State coiitaius precisely the same iiltfa, in nearly the same words, 
j Thii is singular* Not t<J speak of the more elaborate European writings on vital statigticsj 
I or tbe Ecgistmtion Reports of Great Britain, eitcd in the eleventh Massaehu setts Heport, 
I it Is enough m refer to such a familiar text-hcjok ns Ciirpenter's Human Xniysioiogy, which 
injfl ihxit *' taking the average of the whole of Europe, the proportion is about lf>j malcss 
f to 100 females;" and enters into intercsiidg details on the influeneos that alRiet this pre- 
ponderanee of males, Quetetet, one of the liighest continental autliorittcp, repeatedly in* 
iuces this well known fact in illustrating his Hulgect| in his very instructlvo " Lottera 
le Theory of Probahilfties/* 



Children of American fathers, ........ .,»..-,»......, 50*59 per cent. 

CJiildreu of foreign fathers, .,.....,..**,.,,**,*.,. .43.48 i^er cent. 
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In tlirco years past, the childreD of American ftthcrs ncmbe 
4297, or 56,67 per cent, and those of foreign fathers 3285 01 
43,33 percent The American fathers stand to the foreigTi fathers 
in the relation of 17 to 13. 

But these ratios will be found to differ very much in different 
parts of the State. In Providence city, in 185G, the children cfl 
foreign fathers were 54.69 per cent, of allj and those of American 
fathers but 45.31 per eent. In each of the three past years, th^^ 
births of foreign parentage have predominated in the city* I^| 
18 55 J the excess was greater than in 1856. In other parts of the 
State, the percentages of foreign parentage in 1856 — class ifying 
the births by the nativity of the fathers — were as follows : Bristol 
county 24.06 per cent*^ Kent cotinty 28.79^ Newport county 27.71)1 
towns of Providence county 30., Washington county, 14,29 per cent. 

In the absence of any census of the State since 1S50, it is of 
little use to attempt any calcnlation of the ratio of births in eac^| 
class to the population. We have seen in former reports tbat the 
ratio of births of purely foreign parentage is about two and half 
times as great as was the ratio of foreign inhabitants by the cen- 
sus of 1850. The same result appears in examining the records 
for 1856 ; but wo cannot tell how much to attribute to the greater 
proportionate increase that has already taken place in the foreig 
population, and how much to their being actually more produetiTd 
for their numbers. In the City of Providence, the proportion 
foreign births in 1856, exceeded that of foreign population by the 
city census of 1855, very considerably. The population by that 
census was divided thus, American, 58.94 per cent j foreigrij 41.06 
per cent The births in 1856 were thus divided, American , 45.31 
per cent. ; foreign 54.69. The foreign births were in much higher 
ratio than the foreign born population in every ward. I quote 
these results from the second annual report of the City Registran 

The returns, then^ show that in the State at largCj admixture be 
tween the two classes has slightly increased, and the proportion o| 
births of purely American descent hag a little lessened; and thai 
the foreign element in our community tends to increase miicl 
faster than the American, even without the aid of immigration. 

In Providence, the City Eegistrar^s report shows that of the 
857 eases of purely foreign parentage, 700 were Irish, 81 English^ 
Scotch, and Welsh, and 38 German, In the 103 cases of mixed 
parentage (where one parent only was a native of the United 
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Statca,) the other parent was Irisli in 47 caaes^ English^ Scotch or 
[Welsh in 41, &c. The particular kiada of admLxture are shown 
in detail by tables in that report 

The aiimber of births at different seasons is not a matter of 
much intercBt for a single year. But accumulated resultis for sue- 
aessive jeara possess some value. In four years, 9730 births have 
been registered, but the month of the occurrenco of eight of these 
is uot known. The remainder were distributed as follows ; 

BIBTHS, 1853-56. 



Marcti,, , , . 
April, . * . . . 
May, »♦,♦♦, 
Juno, . > . . . 
Jttly.. 







Number* 


PcTcentagn. 


ru 


7.55 


783 


8M ^ 


828 


8.52 


791 


844 


821 


8.44 


im 


8,05 


8L7 


aio 1 



Montha. 

Attest, .. , , . 
September, . 
October,* ♦♦ . 
November,*. 

Total, 



Kmtiber* 



FfirciQntoge* 



Bii 

821 
81 L 
804 



8,91 

8.11 
BM 
8,27 



9722 



IWI.OO 



Proportion in the first qnarter, 2411 per cent, in the second^ 

[24.63, in the third, 25.89, in the fourth 25.37. The general fact is 
well established, that more births occur, ia New England^ in the 
last than in the first half of the year. In Massachusetts, in three 

I years, 1853—55, the births in each one of the months in the first 
half of the year, amounted to le^s than 8000; in every one in the 
last half of the year to more than 8000. 

The statistics of plurality cases in 1856, are pretty fully pre- 
sented in Table III. In our whole series of reports, covering four 
years and seven mouths, 116 cases of twins have been registered, 
beside one case of triplets, which occurred in 1856. This makes 
one plurality case to 92 cases of birth, — a rather high proportion. 
Of all these 235 children, 132 were males, 101 were feuialesj and 
two of unspecified sex. The parentage was American in 59 cases, 
foreign in 47, mixed in 2, and unspecified in 9. The only case of 

[triplets occurred in Bristol county, in October; the three children 
were all males. The plurality cases in four years past, occurred, 
in March, 15, in May and November, each 12, iu August, 11, in 
April and June, each 10, in September 9, in July and October, each 

is, in January and February, each 7, and in December, 3. In the 
first quarter 29, in the second, 32, in the third 28, and in the 
fourth, 23. 
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The fact of a blrtli being illegitimate is very seldoai mentioned, 
and it maj be abusing the candor of the town clerk of Tiverton 
to state^ that of the nine ca^ea so designated, six occurred in that 
town. Five of these children were males, four were females; 
only one of the mothers is stated to have been of foreign birth, 



MARRIAGES, 



The registration of marriages has still been quite defective.— 
It is singular that the importance of securing a permanent record 
of every marriage is not realizedj by the parties themselves, or by 
the persons authorized to perform this ceremony* So many ques- J 
tions iuvolving inheritance of property, and the legitimate position, " 
and comfort of offspring and descendants, may be risked by this 
neglect^ and the examples of loss and suffering caused by it are so 
well known, that we are surprised at the repeated instances of 
such negligence. It may be hoped that the provisions of the new 
law will secure a more faithful registry. 

The whole number of marriages reported for 1856 was 16* 
more than in the previous year, and 488 more than in 1854. The 
number of marriages being 1535, there were 3070 persons mar- 
ried, according to record. Less than half tlie marriages were in 
Providence city. The City Registrar states that there has been a 
great improvement in the registry of marriages in 1856^ compared 
with previous years. According to the estimates of his report^ 
one person was married during the year in every 3T,5 of the pop- 
ulation of the city, being the same proportion as the year beforot 
More marriages take place between parties from twenty to 
twenty-five years old than in either of the other divisions of age* 



he" 



I 
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^ IcL aU ouf tabloSf an age reported at Che year whicli licginB one of the divl$fotiat peHoJa 
of life is thrown into the later pcriCK], Thus, 20-25 is cquiYidont to twenty aud nodcr 
twcniy-flvo, and so of other diyiijional periods. 



n 



1856.] 



MAREIAGES- 



made in tabic V* Marriages of males between twenty-fiYC and 

thirty to females between twenty and twentj-fivo were next moat 

frequent in 1856; and very nearly equal to these in frequency 

were marriages of males between twenty and twenty-five to females 

under twenty* The period from twenty to twenty- five ia much the 

most common age of marriage in each sex. In the three years 

it, the number of marriages in which the age of the male was 

peciiied has been 3374; the ages of the females have been given 

n 336 L The following table will show in what way the mar- 

iagcs were distributed through the several periods of lifoj for 

ach sex, 

MABBIAGES^ 1854^-56. 



dumber of MjlIcBj . 
'fercentage of do., 
!f umber of Female^,.. . 
^rcenUge of do.| 



The proportion of marriages at early ages ia smaller in 1856 
than ia the two preceding years, particularly in regard to males. 
[t is smaller in the city than in country towns* Our tables, it will 
be remembercdj do not distinguish the ages of those married for 
the first time from others, 
^H The nativity of persons married ia mentioned in 1517 cases in 
^Bfae year 1S56, and in 3879 cases in the three past years inclusive. 
^Hpbc proportion of marriages between American and foreign par- 
^xies has increased from 7.74 per cent, in 1854, to 9.89 per cent, in 
f85G, As to the proportion of purely American and purely for- 
eign marriages, the year 1856 is intermediate between the two 
preceding years, having a higher proportion of the foreign than 
1854, and a lower proportion than 1855. The following table 
11 show this more exactly* 
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In the several counties, the proportions for 1856 mmf be ea&Uj 
calculated from the data io otir first Table* For the three past 
years, tbo perceutaj^es of marriages in which the grooms were for* 
cigQ have been as follows : lor Bristol county^ IS.M^ for Keat, 
16,82, for Newport, 39,39, for Providence county, 37-87, and for 
Washington 7.11 per cent- 
la the city of Providence, the marriages of Americans were more 
numerous in 185C than the year before, while those where both 
parties were of foreign birth were fewer j the number of mixed 
nativity was larger. The percentages arc thus stated by the Oife 
Uegistrar: 



1856, 



-^8.73 per cctit.; 
51.74 per cent* ; 



41,93 per cent. J 
32.in par cent ; 



9M per «ent, 
I2,2y per cent. 



A table given in the City Registrar's Report shows that "of 
386 grooms natives of the United States^ 16 married Irish brides, 
It married English or Scotch brides, and 7 married other foreign 
brides; of 191 Irish grooms, 18 married American brides, HI 
married Irish brides, 1 married an English bride, and 1 married 
some other foreign bride j of 43 English grooms 19 married Amer| 
ican brides, 6 married Irish brides, and 18 married English brided 
Of 397 American women, 352 married American men, 18 married 
Irishmen, 19 married Englishmen, 2 married Germana, and 6 mar- 
ried some other foreign men-" , 

It will be observed, as has been showE in former reports, that 
the proportion of foreign births is greater than that of foreign 
marriages, exceeding it nearly in the ratio of four to three. This 
fact is so constant from year to year that we cauDot doubt it sliowa 
a greater number of births among couples of foreign nativity tli 
among the same number of American born couples* 

In four years past, the marriages have been thus distributed ! 
through the aeveral months of the year. 



MAREIAGES, 1858—50. 
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Nineteen marriages, of whicli the month is not specified, are 
omitted in the above table. Marriages in winter 24.01 per cent., 
in spring 22.08, in summer 22.94, and in autumn 30.97 per cent. 
The small number in spring depends in great measure on the ob- 
servance of Lent. The holidays of Thanksgiving and New Year's 
day probably attract a large number of marriages to the months 
3f November and January ; and it would seem as if the approach 
of winter had an eflfect in hastening the performance of this rite. 



DEATHS. 

The record of Deaths is every year gaining in fulness, though 
still deficient in many parts of the State. From Bristol county 
and the city of Providence, we have returns sufiBciently complete 
to warrant some general inferences. The number of deaths re- 
ported for the year 1856, was 2,042, being 196 more than the year 
preceding, and giving an average of 170 a month, or nearly six 
daily. 

The proportion of deaths to population is hardly worth calcu- 
lating for the State. In Providence this proportion was, according 
to the City Reg»strar*s estimate of population, one to 46.11. In 
three years past, including 1 854, a year of extraordinary mortality 
from cholera, it was on an annual average, one to 43.15. In Bris- 
tol county, the reported mortality for 1856 would give one death 
iu every 63.36 of the estimated population. 

We find, in the record of the year before us, an excess of males 
among those who died, the males being 50.84 per cent., and the 
females 49.16 per cent. In the whole series of Rhode Island re- 
ports, the deaths in the two sexes have been nearly equal, viz : 
3710 males and 3740 females. More males are born, and rather 
more females than males are reported as dying, and still the cen- 
sus shows more females living. This may be accounted for in 
part by the greater mortality of males in childhood, and the con- 
sequent greater average duration of life in the female sex. The 
preponderance of females is greater in the more advanced perJQds 
6 
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of life. In addition to this, eDiigration tends to produce an excess 
of fcmaleSj the excesa of males being greater among those who 
move from the StatCj to the West or elsewhere, together with those 
who die at sea, than among the immigranta to the State* The 
returns from Massachusetts for a aeries of years show a slight pre 
ponderance of females among the recorded deaths. 

The ages at which deaths took place are exhibited in our tables^ 
In the first general table, we show the average age at death ia 
each town and each diTisiou of the State ; and in table Vn., the 
deaths in each part of the State are arranged according to the 
periods of life within which they happened, — the distinctions of 
sex and color for each period of life being also shown. We would 
wish to compare the several parts of the State together in these 
respectSj and show what parts appear most favorable to longeTitj* 
But unfortunately the returns from most country towDS are very 
deficientj and we cannot evea take the reported facts as fair speci- 
mens of all the facts oecniTing ; since the deaths of young children^ 
there is good reason to believCj are most neglected in the reports^ 
from country places, while in the city of ProYidence, in which 
complete exhibition of the whole truth would exhibit the strongesl 
contrast, a very perfect registration system exiatt^j and the deathj 
of all the young children are recorded. Of course a comparisoj 
between the imperfect returns from other parts of the State, an J 
the complete registry of the compact city, would not be fair. It 
would exaggerate the real excess of mortality of children in the 
city. 

Combining all the deaths in the four Registration Reports, cov^ 
ering a period of four years and seven months? we have a total oi 
7514 deaths, of which the Dumber occurring at specified ages is 
7319. These deaths at known ages were thus distributed througli 
the periods of life. 

DEATHS. June, 1852— Dbc 1856. 
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^^ In 1856, tliE5 mortality of young cliildren waB larger than in tho 1 
years puccediug; that in early adult life, from 20 to 50 years of ^^H 
agCj was coaaiderably smaller* We shall find that the diseases ^^M 
especially fatal in the year 1856 were tlioae which attack child- ^^H 
hood, — while consumption and some of the epidemics that choose ^^H 
their victims most commouly in early adult life, were less destrue- ^^| 
tiye In proportion to other diseases than in the few preceding ^^H 
years. ^^H 
The following table will illustrate the peculiarities of the year^ ^^M 
and also exhibit the percentages for two parts of the State &om ^^H 
which we have the fullest returns* ^^H 

H DEATHS. 18^. ^^M 


1^. 


Whoiu state 


(Aty. 


Bristol 




Wliolu Btnte 


city. 


Bristol 


1 


5—10, . . 
10—20, . . 
20—30, - . 
30—40,.. 


6-97 
5.5S 

8.01 
7.07 


4491 

6.95 
4.60 
10.52 


33.50 

4.80 
4.12 

§.59 
6.83 


50— GO, .. 
60—70... 
70—80,.. 
80—90,.. 
m & over 


6.92 
5,14 
7.13 
'1.12 
.70 


5.82 
3.57 
4.51 
L78 
.47 


4.80 
6.16 

laoi 

6.16 
2.05 


Total, . . 


100.00 


L00.00 


100.00 


^VThtd table illustrates very well the differences between the 
^mailer towns and the large city, in regard to the mortality of in- 
fants. Mathematical completeness cod d be given to this compari- 
son only by collatiufij it with the census of the living, aided also 
by a complete account of the number of births in each part of the 
State, — ^tho number of candidates for infant mortality who are 
yearly added. By the latest censuses, the population living was 
very differently distributed through the periods of life, in those 
two parts of the State we have just compared together, Thus^ 
the children under five years^ old formed, in Providence city^ in 
1855, 12.93 iu a htindred of the whole population ; in Bristol 
county, in 1850. they formed but 10.37 in a hundred. The per- 
ceutaji;es were, at some other ages, as follows : from 20 to 40, in 
Providence city 39*13, in Briatol county 31,70; from 60 upwards, 
in Providence city 402 per cent., in Bristol eounty^ 6.67 per cent. 
[ of all the living. The dilTerent proportions of mortality at differ- 
^fet ages in these two divisions of the State are partiallyj bat by 
^^0 raf»ans wholly, acconnted for i»y these diffurcTices in the eharae- 
tti of [ho population* This will be shown by the following re- 
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suits of some caIculation3 in wMcli we have compared tbc moi 
tality at each period of life in Providence in 1855, with that 
Bristol county for ao average of two yearsj 1855 and 1856. Wi 
have been obliged to estimate the population of Bristol county o: 
such a principle as seemed to us most likely to give correct resnl 
The rate of mortality was, under five years of age^ in Frovideace, 
one to 13,7, in Bristol county, one to 15.4; from twenty to thirt] 
in Providencei one to 99,1. in Bristol county, one to 161.9; fro] 
thirty to forty, in Providence one to 85, in Bristol county one 
102.7 ; from seventy to eighty, in Providence, one to 14.8, in Bri 
tol county, one to 10.5, In the ages moat commonly attacked h 
epidemics, the rate is much greater in the city, but after seveDt 
years of age it is less. 

The average age at death, whicli had seemed to increase pri 
viously, was smaller in 1856 than in any former period of registri 
tion in the whole series of reports. It was Tery nearly two yeari 
and one* third smaller than in 1855, and one year and one- thin 
smaller than in the average of all preceding reports. The grand 
aggregate of age for the four years and seven months of Rhode 
Island registration has been 201,688 years, and the general aver* 
age 27.60, or about one year greater than in the year 1856. Th 
differences between the several counties have been considerable, as 
formerly. The order of longevity for 1856 was nearly the same 
as in the year 1855 ; — Washington, Kent, Newport, Bristol, Provi- 
dence. As reported, the longevity for Washington was more than 
twice as great as for Providence county. The average for tbc 
city of Providence was two years less than in 1855^ a fact in 
good degi^ee explained by the great mortality from scarlatina. 
The average age at death for Massachusetts in the six ycarg, 
1849-1854, was 26.97. The differences between the several coun- 
ties of that State are yery nearly, if not quite, as marked as those 
in Rhode Island. No parts of Massachusetts exhibit so high an 
averaire as those which most resemble in situation and climate the 
southerly towns of Newport county ; and these towns exhibit, in 
our own tables, a higher mean than any others which send eqiiaH 
full returns. 

The results for 1856 confirm those which were exhibited in tlie^ 
two last reports, as to the comparative mortality of the two s^exes 
iQ different periods of I ifi\ Tiio fmit appear?^ tn bo ostal)li.shecl, 
that causes of death press more severely un mules in early cliil<i^ 
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hood, and oil females in adult life up to 50 or 60, and tliat a larger 
flamber of females than of males reaeli old age. The average age 
of the sexes at death diUcrSj in Rhode Island^ generally by about 
two years* I have not seen aoy other regis tration reports in the 
country which compare the two sexes in this particular. 

The esceBS in proportion of mortality among colored persons 
continues, and must be tending, aided by social and political cir- 
eumstances, toward their gradual extinction onoursoilj — a change 
which the successive censuses plainly show. In the city of Provi- 
dencOj the number of colored persons living was less in 1855 than 
in 1825- The colored persouB recorded as dying in 1856 were, 
males 35, females S4, of unknown sex 2, total 71. The whole 
snmber from June 1st, 1853, to December Slat, 1856, was 249, 
males 114, females 132, of unknown sex 3. The proportion of 
yoaog children dying is less than among the white. The mortali- 
ty of the colored is much less inilucnced by the diflerences of sea- 
son than tbat of the white* In three years past, the reported 
ths iu this State have occurred^ in January 21, in February 18, 
March 17, in April and May each 16, in July 17, in August and 
tember each 20, in October 19, in November 20, in Decern* 
13. 
The most important division among the classes of otir iahabi- 
ta, in all socialj educational, and sanitary relations, is that which 
ads upon their origin. The line between the American and 
foreign class ought properly to be determined by the paren- 
;e instead of nativity. So large a number of the young children 
our more compact towns, and especially in the city of Provi- 
are the offspring of foreiguers, belonging in a practical 
it of view to that class, but yet born in this country, — that all 
lifltieal couiparisons founded on nativity, are completely at 
lit. To show this, at least in regard to Providence^ it is enough 
Bay that more than half the children born in this city for the 
It year or two were the children of foreign -born parents, by far 
Targcwt part of these being Irisli, wliile in 1855 less than a 
rd of the jjopiilation were of fnreigu birth. It is obvious that 
cry year is throwing into the mass of our population a great 
ber of new born native citistcns, who for all purposes of in- 
liry, in the study of the passing years at least, should be ranked 
Itii th«* foreipin elai^:-?. Tln> ut^w l^lauk^^ In use lu our J'oiristnation 
ovide fur a record of pareulage of deceased persons. But these 
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were not generally employed in the returns for the year 1856^ and 
we have the parentage stated only in a few places, outside of the 
city of Providence, In the excellent registry system of that city, 
this point is carefully attended to, and the views furnished by tMs 
record form one of the most important subjects of consideration 
in the report of the City Registrar for 1856. Before speaking of 
these; we will comment on our own statistics relative to the nativ- 
ity of deceased persons io the State, 

The proportion of foreign nativity increased from the b 
ginning of our registration reports in 1852 to the end of the year 
1854j in which year more than a quarter of those who died; and ' 
whose nativity was specified, were of foreign birtli. That was ^j 
year of epidemic cholera* In the two succeeding years, Hb^M 
deaths of forei^ born persons, were about one sixth of alL In ■ 
1856, they were 16*34 per cent, or a very little more than iu tbe 
previous year, but less than in any earlier period of registration, 
and forming very nearly the same percentage of the whole Lum- 
ber of deaths, as the inhabitants of foreign birth formed of tlie 
whole populatiooj at the time of the last census* The AmerlcaE 
born, of course, formed 83.66 per cent* of all who died in 1S56, 
and whose nativity was reported. The percentages in the several 
divisions of the State were as follows^ for 1856 : 



American, 


Brktol 


Eetit 
conuty- 


Newport 
count J K 


Toima of 
rroT, comity. 


GJty. 


eoiirttj^ 


94.48 
5.52 


87.50 


88,94 
ll.Oli 


79,80 
20.20 


8L61 


3.45 



In Providence city, whose statistics are far the most trustwo^ 
thy^ the proportion of foreign is less by nearly 7 per ceot^ than 
in the three years and seven months preceding, aud one and a half 
per cent- less than in the year 1855» But the towns nearest Pro^- 
idencsj and most affected by the overflow of its population, Cran- 
ston aud North Providence, gave for their percentage of foreign 
deaths, nearly four per cent, more in 1856, than iu 1855, (24.71 
against 20,89 per cent) In Newport city, the deaths of foreb 
ers were about 11 per cent of all whose nativity was reported 
in 1856; in 1855, they were 13.33 per cent In the souilierl/ 
towns of Newport cnimty, rlamowtowii, Middle town. Little Coinp^ 
ton and New Shoreham, only one death of a foreigner has been ru- 
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corded ia two years. One geaeral result of the mortuary record, 
is to show that the proportiou of foreign-born persons among 
those who die has begun to lessen, smco 1S54 It is probable that 
this may be in a great degree explained by the lessoned immigra- 
tion into our country. 

The nativities of the forciga bora who died in 1S56 were as 
folloAvs : Born in Ireland, 260, in England, Scotland and Wales, 
44, in Germany, 11, and in other countries, 6j total, 321. The 
Batives of Ireland were somewhat more than one eighth of all 
ilo diedi 
Te now recur to the subject of parentage. The parentage, as we 
iave said, ia not usually given, except ia the city of Providence ; 
and in regard to this city, we shall avail onrselves freely of the 
report of the City Registrar for 1856. The deaths of persons of 
American parentage, in the city, were 541 ; of foreign parentage, 
525. The parentage was registered in every instance of death. 
As our tables show 870 natives of the United States, the balance, 
329, were children of foreigners, born in this country. The aver- 
age age of those of American parentage was 26,90 ; that of per- 
sons of foreign parentage was 15,7(>. In every period of life be- 
low eighty years, the mortality of the foreign population greatly 
exceeds that of the American population in proportion to the 
number living. Thus, among cliildrcn under 5 years of age, the 
ratio of mortality was among the American class, one in 14.7, 
amoi^ the foreign, one in 10.9, In early adult life, from twenty to 
forty J the ratio was in the first class, one to 107, in the second class, 
oae to 77* The general ratios of death ia 1856, to population by 
the census of 1855 were, in the American class, one to 5 1.6, in the 
foreign class, one to S7. In 1000 inhabitants of American par- 
entage, there were in the year, 19.38 deaths ; in 1000 of foreign par- 
entage, there were 27.03 deaths. If the deaths among the foreign 
Lad been in the same ratio as among the American popnlation, the 
number of deaths of persons of foreign parentage would have 
heen 376 ; but the number actually was 525. *^ The causes of 
great excess of mortality among the foreign population arc 
[ "known, and are to some extent capable of rcmovaL" 
Che City Registrar illustrates very fully, with. the aid of a dia- 
to as well aa of tables, the uiDrtality at diiferent ages in the 
I classes. lie thus shows what would be the prospects of life 
of ijliildreu born in the city, if we suppose the mortality of the 
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city to continue imiform for a series of years j and how great woal 

be the contrast between the two great di visioas. For this jntereai 
ing eomparigon, we refer to the City Registrar's Report for 185i 
pages 15 to 17. 

The foreign parentages in Providence were as follows : Irish, 
410, English, Scotch and Welsh 66, German 34, other foreign 15, 

The parentage of those wlio died is stated in 357 cases, in the 
rcttirna from other parta of the State, beside Providence city. 
These parentagea were, ^American 254, Irish 67, EDglish and 
Scotch 29, German 4, and other foreign, 3, Total foreign, 103, 
The returns arc so scanty as to be of no particular value* In a 
few places we notice the same excess of cages of foreign parentage 
over those of foreign nativity which is so marked in the city of 
Providence, and which impHea a number of children of foreigners, 
born on our soiL In Tiverton, the deaths of American natirity 
were 53, American parentage 38, foreign nativity 13, foreign pj 
rentage 27 ; in Cranston* American nativity 50, American paren- 
tage 27, foreign nativity 18, foreign parentage 4L 

In the whole State, the parentages were specified in 1423 cases, 
and of these 795 were American, 628 foreign. 

The influence of season on mortality is very considerable, aa 
will appear from the following tabular view of tlie experience of 
four years past. 

DEATHS, 1SS3— 56. 



n- ■ 



JamiRry,. 
February 
Mrttrhj . . 
April,..., 
May,,,,* 
Jane,. , . . 
July,.,,. 



Number. 




504 


7.36 1 


4U6 


7.25 


577 


BA3 


497 


IM 


4S1 


7.07 


449 


6.56 


628 


9.17 



Augnstj . , . , 
Septeniljer, . 
Octob(!r,, .. 
November^ . 
December, . 

To till, , . 



Number. 


PemjutuBP. 


im 1 


13.37 


7:11 


1U,68 


585 


8.55 


AU 


7,22 


471 


6M 


6&15 


100,00 



In the four years, 6851 deaths have been recorded in the 
StatCj but the date of sis was not specified. Proportion in t!io 
iirst quarter 23.04 per cent., in the second quarter 20.89, in the 
third quarter 33.42, and in tbe last quarter 22,65 per cent* Begin- 
nino with the first of July, we notice a rapidincrea.se of mortality^ 
which comes to its height iu August, and continues into October- 
From that month to the foUowiuf^ summer, no one month haa anj 
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Ponstaot excess, except March, wliich ia almost invariably more 
Irtal than any in this portion of the year* June is the month of 
Bwcst deaths, 
Fifteen persons died at the age of ninety or over. Five were 
maleSf ten females. Two were aged 90; three 91; two 92; one 
P3 ; three 94 ; one 96 ; two 98 ; and one 100, All were of Ameri- 
in birth. Six died in winter; two in spring; fonrin auramer; and 
ireo in autumn. One death was ascribed to dropsy^ one to dys- 
entery, one to pneumoniai the rest to old age,* 

The cases of still-born children are very imperfectly reported, 

is evident from the high proportion in Proyidence city. The 

sts in relation to them may be found at the conclusion of tables 

mi. and IX. The preponderance of males among them was 

aarked in ISSfi^ as in former years. It is desirable that such facts 

ioold be recorded J that all births of children dead at birth should 

be designate dj and their sex specified. The single fact of the 

arge excess of males among them ia a rery curious one, and par- 

(ticularly in connection with the excess of deaths of males in the 

rst years of life- 
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Tho results for the year 1856, as regards tho causes of death, 
ire set forth in tables YIII- and IX. This part of our registry 

IS gone backward since the year previous- The cases of unspec- 
ified cause were about one eleventh of all in our last report; in 
[;^UT present they are one seventh of all^ the number of deaths being 
1042, and the deaths by specified causes 1750* The deaths re- 

Drted merely as '* sudden" are put with those of unknown cause, 
though distinguished from the others, by the term, ^'unknown, 
sudden." 

* The oldest parson wha died waa Seth Tutes, a uath'O of Newport, who spent most of 
laliWe m Providence, a painter, and died in Provldonco, September 17tli, aged lOOyeors^ 
If^montlid, 11 daj^. 
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We Bhall briefly notice some of the peculiarities of the year, as 
compared with those preceding it. The term Zymotic^ it will be 
remembered^ is applied to those diseases which are epidemic, ia- 
fectiona or contagious* Their prevalence is believed to be one 
good teat of the sanitary state of towna. In the year 1855, there 
being no widespread and severe epidemic, the ratio of deaths by 
Zymotics was smaller than usoal; by almost five per cent. Almost 
every year, since the commencement of our State reports, bo me , 
particular epidemic has prevailed, and afi'ected the proportion as-fl 
signed to the several causes of mortality. These epidemics, witli > 
the summer-complaints, fevers and croup, always existing^ have^ 
kept the ratio of mortality by zymotics np to nearly one third offl 
all, (between 31 and 32 per cent/) in our whole series of reports- 
la 1856^ thig proportion is maintained. The only diseases which 
have run beyond their usual proportions are croup and scarlahna. , 

The latter disease, never entirely absent from our larger towiis,B 
appears with extraordinary severity in particular places in succea- 
sive seasons. In our last report, we noticed its severity in Bristol 
in the spring of 1855. It caused more than an eighth of the deaths 
in that county in that year, and all these deaths, so far as reported, 
were in the town of Bristol. In the whole State, in 1856, more 
than a ninth of the deaths by specified causes were caused by 
scarlatina* Of all the 208 deaths ascribed to it, 201 were in the 
county, and 144 in the city of Providence, The eases in the 
towns of this county were, 12 in Burrillville, 1 in Cranston, 4 io 
Cumberland, 4 in Glocester, 6 in Johnston, 23 in North Provi- 
dence, and 1 in Smithfield. The towns adjacent to Providence 
snffer by its neighborhood, in their increased liability to epidemics. 
The only places distant from the city in which it prevailed exten- 
sively, so far as I know, were Burrillville and Glocester* Our re 
tui*ns from these towns are quite imperfect Of the deaths re- 
ported from those two towns, 2 occurred in April, 2 in May, 3 in 
June, 1 in July, 1 in September, 2 in October, 4 in November, 1 
in December, If we could rely on so scanty figures, it would ap- 
pear that the epidemic influence lighted on these towns in the 
spring, was somewhat quiet through the hot months, and started 
np again with the return of cool weather. This disease is very 
seldom severe in July, August and September. From conversa- 
tion with physicians, I learn that scarlatina was very severe and 
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fetal in these two townsj particularly in Burrillville; and our regis- 
try exhibits only a small fraction of its fatal effects- 

I am favored with a letter from Dr. S. 0. Griffin^ of Paacoagj 
dated April Ist, 185 7^ and giving some interesting partictilars of 
tliia epidemic^ which he styles the *' most fatal that has ever pro- 
vailed in this neighborhood,"* I take great pleasure in presenting 
the body of this letter to my readers. 

"BurriUTille embraces a territory twelve miles long and aix brood, and cautaina 
a population of about 4000* In luch an extjcnt of territory , of course, I was not 
acquainted with every deatb, but the fetality was ao great that I can now call to 
mind forty-five deaths, and feel perfectly safe in saytng that not Icsa than fifty of 
our child -population died in the course of the last year from thia disease. In the 
Ticiuity of this villagu^, where it was most severe, within the radius of one mile and a 
population of 2000| no less than thirty died of the epidemic. It was most fatal with 
children from three to seven years of age. Nursing children had it lightly, and 
but few adults were attacked » One man fifty }'ear3 old died with it, also one young 
lady of seventeen. The most fatal period was about the fourth oi* fifth day. A 
large proportion suffered severely from the sequelae and several died, 

i** Perhaps there was little to distinguish this from the same epidemic prevailing at 
tother timea and in other places, but yet I think a very iew phenomena are of auffi- 
eient importance to be briefly alluded to in this connection. 
I ** The disease was universally ushered in by nausea and vomiting, I recollect 
freely a case of much severity wlierc theso symptoms were wanting. Cases at- 
tended by convulsions were generally fatal, 
** Scattered over our town are several small manufacturing villages, and the dla- 
I ease did not much prevail in more than one of tbese at onoe, but would attaek 
^^ttany of the children in one, and subsequently those of another, either at a distance 
^Br close by. Thus it removed from one small locality to another, till it had visited 
^^bmost Bvery nook in the town. At one time, in June, when it was raging on one 
^^%rcet^ being present in almost every house, another street on the opposite side of a 
small stream, parallel with the former and only tweoty*five rods distant, was abso- 
lutely exempt. I mention this instance, as it affords a yGty good illustration of this 
characteristic of the epidemic during its whole prevalence. 

"But the moat mexph' cable phenomenon of the disease was tlio almost complete 
exemption of the foreign population, during the first and most fatal period of ita 
prevailing. This was observable in families living aide by side in the same neigh- 
borhood, It there attacked the native children, those best clothed, best fed and 
best cared for in every respect, and passed over those subject to all the modes of 
life which characterize the common class of our foreign population* Subsequently 
It manifested itself among the latter class, but not with that severity and fatality 
which attended it while prevailing among our own people. This was a state of 
things to roe unheard of and unaccountable. Whatever may be said of the causes of 
scarlatina at other times and in other places, ti^e cannot attribute our epidemic to 
filth, bad ventilation, poor clothing, unwholesome lood, or any such kind of neglect j 

Cd rule, our best families, tho?5t> most competent and who took moat 
re sanitary regulations, were most seriously afflicted," 
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Tbo city of Providence was visited by a very severe epidemic 
of scarlatina, beginning in tlie antumn of 1855, and exteading 
through the spring of 1856, A very complete account of this vis- 
itation is contained in tlio second report of tlie City Registrar. 
For an exact tabular analysis^ we will refer to that report, and 
will here only give a sumniary of the facts there presented. 

"The number of deaths from this disease during the year 1^6 
was 144, or 14 per cent- of the whole number of deaths from giv- 
en causes. This percentage is larger than that of any previoaa 
year since the commencement of registration in this city, and ia a 
larger percentage than has been caused by any epidemic disease 
during the same period. In 1853, scarlatina was the canse of 
9*97 per cent* of all the deaths in Providence ; but the average 
percentage of deaths from this disease during fifteen years hi^ 
been only 4,67." 

"The epidemic may be properly considered," says the City Reg* 
istrar, " aa commenoiDg October 25th, 1855, and ending June SOUi, 
1S56," The whole number of deaths from October 1855 to 
December^ 1856, was 171, distributed as follows: In 1855, Octo- 
ber 2, November 13, December 12 j in 1856, January 21, February 
21f March 33, April 24, May 14, June 12, July 4, Augusts, Septem- 
ber 2, October 1, November 3, December 6. More males than fe* 
males died, 88 to 83 in the above-mentioned 15 months, and 75 to 
69 in 1856, Of the 144 who died within this last year, 7 were 
under a year old, 27 between one and two, 70 between two and 
five, 35 between five and ten, 4 between ten and fifteen, 1 between 
fifteen and twenty. The parentage of those who died in the fifteen 
months was, American 87, foreign 84; and in the year 1856, Atucr- 
icau 74, foreign 70* The ratio of deaths by scarlatina to persona 
under ten years of age living, in the two classes severally, was not 
very diJTerent ^ the rate being among those of American parentage, 
one to 66.7, of foreign parentage, one to 61.6. There was a some- 
what greater fatality in the latter class, but not so great difference 
as is usual in epidemics in ProyidcncD. ^* If we suppose that there 
were ten cases of the disease to one death, it would seem that 
there were over seventeen hundred cases of scarlatiaa in the city 
during the period embraced in the tables," (i. e» Oct. 1855^ — Dec* 
1856,) 'f and this is undoubtedly a low estimate of their number. 
It was certainly the most severe epidemic of any kind that has 
visited Providence for many years." Scarlatina is indeed, at all 
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aes, ae Dr. Snow remarks, " a worse disease, and more to be 
^ded in a community than small pox or cholera, which usually 

ase so much excitement," 
I Thia disease would seem, from the materials before us, to differ 
from the other most destructive zy mo tics of our State, in two im- 
portant points, — being more fatal in the months of winter and 
spring, most of all in Marchj instead of the summer season, and in 
showing no great preference for the foreign population, or for 
Itliose living under the unfayorable circumstances which are most 
f^imon among the foreign population of our compact towns. 

Crouch This disease has seemed, for the two past years, to be 
increasing. But tliis is probably owing to the more complete reg- 
istry of deaths of children in our country towns. Indeed, the 
jecord would almost confine it to Bristol and Providence counties 
before 1855. We see nothing that decidedly shows it to have 
been epidemic at any time* Still, the following circumstances, 
perhaps wholly accidental, may be worth recording* Half of the 
deaths in the State occurred in October, November and Decem- 
ber, Of these 31, only eight were in the city of Providence. But 
in Cranston, Johnston, Scituate, and Warwick, towns from which 
we have incomplete return Sj tliere were ten deaths in October and 
Hovember, four of theae in Johnston, and two of them in the 
same family, fifteen days apart. These facts do not appear con- 
nected* with any prevalence of scarlatina. They may be only acci- 
deatal coincidences. Croup is not commonly observed as an epi- 
doinicj I believe, in New England. 



The usual summer diseases of children, cholera infantum^ diar- 
rAff/i, and dysenienjj were considerably less prominent among the 
causes of death than usually. These diseases are so much more 
cemmon in Providence city than elsewhere, that their proportion 
far the State in any year^ depends mainly on the health of that 
city through the summer* Under these heads, together with cholera 
ffK/rbus, says the City Registrar, *' we have an aggregate of 126 
dcaUm, and a ratio of 13*24 per cent* In 1855, there were 142 
4eathf5, or 14.78 per cent, f in ] 854, there were, including cholera, 
?2 deaths, or 27,1 1 per cent of all ; and the annual average ratio 
tSycars previous was 19,06 per cent., exchdivig epidemic cholera, 
km diseases arc contined to the warm season of the year, 
id are dependent, to a jj:i'eat extent, on causes which should not 
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exist; this decrease in their nomber is most gratifjing," In tho 
whole State, the deaths bj these fanr aUied diseases were 9.C per 
coEti of all by givco causes in 1856^ 13 per cent, iq 1855. In all 
the Rhode Island reports, these four are charged with about 13 
per cent, of all deaths by known causes. 

Small Fox and Varioloid, We have no record of aBj deatlia 
by these diseases out of the city of Providence- The City Reg* 
istrar says, *' during the winter of 1 855—56, there were about 130 
cases of small pox and varioloid (nearly all of the latter) in tlie 
city, eight of which resulted in death. This disease, formerly so 
much dreaded^ now adds but a very little to the mortality of the city, 
there having been only 75 deaths from it in seventeen years past/' 

Erysipelas and the different Jevers were somewhat less fatal j 
than in 1855 j more so than in 1854. They form a high pro- 
portion in the towns of Providence county- Eight deaths in 
Johnston, four in Smithfield, and three in Cranston, Foster and 
Scituate each, were attributed to " fever/^ ^^ fever typhoid," " fe- 
ver typhus/' and *f typhoid termination of hectic fever/' Two 
deaths in Johnston appear to have been in one family, six weoij 
apart. 

There was a considerable epidemic of kmping cough in Proi 
idence in the spring of 1856, but the deaths were not numerous.^ 

Hydrophobia*^ In the four Rhode Island reports, but two deaU 
by hydrophobia are mentioned. Both occurred in ProvidoncI 
one in March 1853, the victim being a man aged 47, the other 
April, 1856, an Irish girl eight years old. An account of therf 
two cases was published in one article^ in the Boston Medical an 
Snrgical Journal, July 10, 1856. 

The diseases forming the second class in our table of da 
sifled causes of death, are styled general, or of uscerta 
SEAT. As wo classify all except zymotic diseases imder the sevei 
al sets or systems of organs they affect, it becomes necessary 
make a head for these cases, whose locality is not mentioned 



*Perbivps this disejisc ought not to l)e ranked among zjmotics. I so dassed it, on i 
poaiit of its being praducod by InoctiLiitloiij and its analugy in that nespect to ty^^ 
Aftor my tables wcrii made np, I noticed that Dr. Webb clnssed it among tlie violent CRI 
of deatb. 
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tke returns, or which are ia their nature imlocalized* It would 
be very deairable that the part affected by cancer, dropsy, absccssj 
fe.^ should be always mentioned. 

^HToder the name cancer j in table IX, we have included only thoBO 
«ases, 14, of which the seat is not reported. The remaining were 
situated, fire io the uterus or vagiaa, four in the stomach, one in 
the breast, one in the liver, one in the face. The deaths from 
cancer have still been mostly in females, and more between the 
aps of fifty and sixty than iu any other period of life. The deaths 
by all forms of cancer m 1856, form nearly one and a half per ccnL 
of all from gi?en causes. 

three of the cases of mortification were senile gangrene, aod 
|ht to be included in any general summary of the deaths at- 
buted to old age. Under the head of debiliuj have been inclu- 
ded cases of premature birth, which were formerly put under a 
Beparate head. The male who died of cyanosis in Newport, had 
reached the age of eight years, IJBder the term* marasmus^ it will 
noticed that three cases in advanced life are included* These 
were all in the city of Providence. The term is very indefinite. 
Il might have been better to confine it to cases in children, or, 
with the Registrar of Providence, to separate infantile from adult 
rasmus. 

)rsEASEs OF THE Neryoits Ststem. The proportion of deaths 
sgned to these diseases is about the same ag formerly, never 
f from 14 per cent* in the whole State, 

The Tariooa qffections of the brain are distinguished in Table 
I, but not in Table IX, Their particular distribution was as 
lows : 



f CfoBgCBtiOTl of. * , 

Disease of 

TTifliimmatioTi of. 
Softening of, . » , . 



Bristol 


Kent 


Newpoit 


Ppoy. eo. 


ProvliloMcie 


couuty^ 


CDUtjtj. 


eonntyt 


(towmt.^ 


cHy. 










16 


2 






3 


6 


4 


2 ! 


1 


7 


4 



le term congestion oj the hraln is almost confined to the Prov- 
ince registry, and is, as the City Registrar remarks^ a very in- 
ite one, which ought to bo avoided, " It probably means 
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cither apoplexy, or one stage of inflammation of the brain, or oc- 
curs in the onset of acute diseases, particularly scarlatina." The 
deaths ascribed to this cause after thirty years of age, have been 
assigned in our tables to apoplexy. Probably most pf those 
among children, should have been reported as from some other 
cause. One case placed in our tables under the head, disease (^ 
the hrairif was reported as hypertrophy of that organ, — a girl al- 
most six years old. Most of the cases ot inflammation of the brain 
were reported as brain fever. They occur in all ages, from 
childhood to upwards of sixty. Softening of the brain is a disease 
not commonly met with in registration reports, nor in medical 
observation. Within three years, six cases have been recorded 
in Rhode Island, five of them in Providence city. Two have been 
in males, four females. All but one have been within 50 and 76 . 
years of age. 

Convulsions and hydrocepfudus are the two diseases of this class 
most destructive to children, and almost confined to them. They 
are charged with exactly the same number of deaths. 111, in 1856, 
as in the year before. They form a considerably higher propor- 
tion of the causes of death in Providence city than in any other , 
part of the State; namely 7.68 per cent. Five of these deaths 
occurred at ages between five and ten ; two (by convulsions) be- 
tween twenty and thirty ; all the others in children under five. 
These diseases have shown no partiality for seasons. 

Apoplexy and paralysis seldom occur as causes of death before 
middle age. In our present report, we have one case of spind 
apoplexy, under fifteen years old, which has been placed under 
this head. The percentage by these causes for 1856, 2.75 per 
cent., rather surpasses that previously observed, though less than in 
1855. 

Under tetanus are two deaths by trismus nascentium. One took 
place in Providence, one in Newport ; age of one nine days, of 
the other one year ! 

Diseases op the Respiratory System. The deaths attributed 
to these diseases appear to be quite uniform in their proportion 
to other deaths. Thus, their percentage in each of the three 
past years has been between 26 and 27 per cent., and so for the 
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hrholc scries of our State reports. They seem more steady ia 
their ravages than any other class, iacreasiog slowly year after 
fear as the population increases, but never subject to the out- 
breaks that mark the history of zymotic diseases. As we have 
remarked in former te porta, these are the two great classes, and 

tiey have served statistical inquirers in England, as types of the 
Varying and constant sources of mortality. An excess of deaths 

rom zyniotics is supposed to mark an nnhealthy place or period, 
our State^ the number of deaths from respiratory diseases nev* 
pr equalled that ascribed to zymoticsj except in 1855. In 1850, 

le excess of deaths by aymotics was considerable j but it would 
fcave been entirely insignificant, if the mortality from scarlatina 
pad been only at its average- 

ConmmjHhn, The deaths attributed to consumption have 

[jrmed in past reports rather more than a fifth of all by given 

mses. The percentages have been, in the first period of regiatra- 

Son 22, 4i in the second^ (June to December 1853,) 19.6, in the 

iird 21,9, in the fourth 20.6, in our present report 17.L If we 

Ihrow out the second period, in which summer complaints are 

Bade to figure too highly by the fact that this period comprised 

paly a part of tlie year, the proportionate mortality of consump* 

pon would appear to have been lessening steadily. How much ia 

liis diminution real? I suppose it is in great degree owiog to 

lie more accurate use of terms^ especially in regard to the deaths 

of children. In the aggregate of former reports, there were 7,78 

eaths under five years of ago, in every 100 at given ages, among 
[ihose ascribed to eonsumption. In the returns now before us, 
only 1.69 in 100 of these deaths were under five years of age. In 
JtTiQ city of Providence, this reduction in deaths of children attrib- 
ttted to consumption is very marked ; tliere were only three in 
h856 against twenty in 1855, This difference is ascribed by the 
[City Eegistrar to more correct reports, " The physician s certili- 
leata of the cause of dijatli has been required and obtained during 
Itljcpast year much more generally than ever before* When the 
IptijslciaDa' certificates were not obtained, many deaths were 
|WroQ<ily reported as caused by consumption. The same fact has 

fen oLi^erved in other cities/' As a result of thii^ change^ the 

fperwMitairc nrc^oii^ninption f>r l*rnvidence has been induced in a 

22,51 tu 17.30. aud that for the towns of Providence 
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ootitity; whose records are closely conoected with those of the citj] 
from 22,6 1 to 16*85. When physicians' certificates are not oh 
t&iaedf and sometimes Trheti they are, titis tertn seems to be a cod 
venient name to charge Tfith any deaths by wasting disease. Proba-' 
Wy the ratio for Providence is now very nearly the correct one^ 
a little more than one*dixtfa. 

In 1856, there were 40*80 males, and 59.20 females in ever 
hundred of given sex who died of consnmptioB, The followij 
table showSj first, the percentage of consumptive deaths for ever 
period of life, in 1856, and secondly, themimber of persons livin 
in 1850 to one death in 1856, in every period of life. 





Un- 
der 6- 


5-iO. 10-15. 1&^. 

1 1 


38.71 
360 


19M 


14.19 


12M 


6.06 3.38 




^ 


Deaths at given ages, 
1»50,— - 

Knmber living 1n 
18SQ, to one defttli 
jniaSti 


3543 


1^ 2.03 0.80 


M 


mm 


38^8 2514 

1 


5Q» 


394 


334 


235 


3m 


m& 


948 









This table gives resnlts mainly the same as were obtained inJ 
the second report. Almost half the deaths occur between the 
ages of 20 and 40, btit the proportion of deaths to the number liv- 
ing is greater in subsequent periods of life. If we can judge from 
our returns, we were warranted in saying in that report : *^ Cob* 
sumption, certain zymotica, &c., fall so heavily on early atiuU lifc^ 
that as the survivors grow fewer and fewer, consumption losea io 
number of victims, quite as much, it would appear, by the want of ^ 
living material to feed upon as by any law of its own." 

The inflammatory diseases of the respiratory organs, pnmmonkf 
congestion of the lungs j pleurisy/ , brotichitis and larjjngiUs, are charged J 
in 1856 with 132 deaths, or 7.54 per cent, of all by given causes.' 
In the year before, their percentage was only 5 A3. Fneumonla^^l 
pears to have caused T2 deaths in 1855, 109 in 1856* The propof'j 
tion ascribed to it was larger in 1855 than in any earlier period o 
registration, and is still larger in 1856. Of these five diseases tbef&J 
died 73 males and 59 females. Forty-five per cent* were diiUrfJ* 
under 5 years ; about 12/2 per cent, were between 20 and 40, U*l 
per cent. beiBveen 40 and GO, and 145 per cent* over 60. TlW 
were thus divided through the moulhs of the year: 
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Number, . 
Per cent, . 


JliQ. 


76b. 


MmchJ April. 


MiLf. 


June. 


Jtilj, 


Aug. 


%pt 


Oct. 


Not. 


Dee. 


Tot&L 


L5 

1L36 


15 
1L3)6 


17 19 
nm 14.10 


15 
11.36 


9 
6.89 


a 


6 
i.53 


5 1 
3.79 


5 
3.79 


11 

8*33 


13 

1 


132 
100.00 



The influence of seasoa on these diseaaeBj it will be observed, is 
VBTj great. Our returns show nothing decifliYe as to the influence of 
locality. In the whole series of reports, Newjjort county appears 
to have the smallest proportion of deaths by these causes- 

Diseases of the heart seem to have been somewhat less fatal than 

nsuaL Under this term have been included a ease of "dropsy of 

jlhe heart," (age 18,) and one of '^ water upon the heart/' (age 4,) 

itty degeneration of the heartj (age 67,) rheumatic carditis, peri- 

strditis, &e., one death from each* 



DiSEASEa OP THE DiGEBTi^ SYSTEM, This class has always 

been charged with from four to five and a half per cent of the 

aoj'tality. Its real importance is lessened considerably by the 

pustora, pretty universal in registration reports, of counting diar- 

ffhoea and dysentery as zymotic diseases. 

The term infiammation of tM howels has been discarded from the 
Bgistrar s reports of Providence. He says, ** a considerable num- 
ber of deaths are reported as caused by inflammation of the bowels, 
ad in most reports upon registration these are all placed under 
tie head of enteritis. During the past year I have made personal 
[iquiry of the physicianSj in relation to all cases reported as inflam- 
aation of the bowels, and the result is 6 deaths from enteritis, 
ttd 15 from peritonitis." These two affections must be a good 
leal confounded together in our State reports, in preparing which 
^Ws personal inquiry is not possible. Together, injlammation of the 
owels and j}erkQnitis caused about L8 per cent of the deaths. 

Under colicj we have included two cases of intussusception of 
te bowels. 



Teethingf usually a very important source of deaths of children 
I the city, and the leadiog member of this class of causes of death, 
l^as less fatal than usual in the year before us. The term is an 
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nnforttinatc one, and iu almost all cases^ sonlt affection connectef! 
witli the procesa of teethm^^ — coavulsions «r diarrhceaj — might, 
and ought to be spociiicd. Thirteca of the fifteen deaths by tbig 
cause were in Providence and adjacent towns* 

Under the name, dmases oj the kidnetjiij are two cases of iuflamma* 
tion, two of Bright'a disease, aud a fifth^ from Washington county, 
in which the cause of death is reported as ^^ renal/* h 

Under chUd birth, are two deaths from Biisearriage^ two from 
hemorrhage^ two from placental presentation and hemorrhage, two 
from rupture of the uterua, one from convulsions, one from ** un- 
foreseen accident.'* The ten deaths from puerperal fever arc kept 
separate. Half of these were ia Bristol county, two in Barrington^ 
three iu Bristol, in February, May, June^ August and December, 
This disease is clearly proved, we believe, to be contagionsj and it 
is only for the sake of uniformity with other reports that we have 
not placed it in the first class* It is a fact deserving serious at 
tention, that so many cases occurred iu the year in these two towns, 
more than in the city of Providence. These deaths connected 
with child birth formed the high proportion of 1*4 per cent- of allj 
by given causes ; in 1855 they were not quite 1 per cent. 

Five cases of hip-disease, and one of disease of the elbow, arSj 
included under the head, diseases {^joints. 



Old Age. The proportion of deaths ascribed to old age has 
never been less than a twenty-fifth (4 per cent,) nor much more 
than a twentieth (5 per cent.) In 1856, we have more males than 
females among them, — an unusual circumstance. The influence of 
season does not seem to have been marked in 1856, though in a 
long series of years we find these deaths most numerous in the 
winter months and in March* The same great difference in the 
proportions for the several counties is noticeable as before. A 
fuller registry would very much reduce this proportion in those 
towns which record only the deaths of well known citizens. 

External on Violent Causes, These causes make natnrallyf* 
group by themselves, but they might certainly be better arranged. 
Moat of them are forms of casualty ; inanitiau* and intemperance, 

^f Ca«80 of death reported as " Immition,— Teftiaed to eat/'— a female aged 70. 
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aad possibly some cases of drowning, are forms of suicide ; and it 
is uncertain whether the homicide was or was not from criminal 
intention. Under casualty ^ are thrown together a number of acci- 
dents. Five were killed by accidents connected with railroads, 
tvo run over by cars, (one a deaf and dumb man,) one killed by 
the explosion of a locomotive, the other two merely reported as 
railroad accident. Two were killed by falling sand-banks, three 
by different kinds of fall. One child was run over by an omnibus. 
Under bums and scaJds, are eight cases reported as burn, one as 
scald, one " scalded in a steam boat," one " burnt to death in a 
house burnt," one died by " extensive burn from burning fluid." 
The fractures were, two of the spine, one compound fracture of the 
leg, and one fracture of the cranium, in an infant 1 1 months old. 
The cases o( poisoning were all in children; one was poisoned by 
"chemical dye-works," one by fly-poison. The mode o^ mici J e is 
mentioned in three cases out of four, namely, hanging. The cases 
o{ suffocation were mostly children smothered in bed: one laborer 
was suffocated in a well, and one case is perhaps wrongly put un- 
der this name, which was reported " choked with meat." This 
whole class of causes has usually been charged with about one 
death in twenty; in 1856, with exactly one in every twenty-five of 
those whose causes were specified. 

It has been noticed in former reports, that the several causes 
of death stood in very different proportions among the colored and 
among the white. In 1856, the causes were assigned for fifty-five 
out of the seventy-one deaths of colored persons, as will appear 
from the following table. We arrange the causes in the same 
manner as in table IX. 



CAUSES OF DEATHS OF COLORED PERSONS. 1856. 



Causes of Dsath. 


Males. 


Females. 


Causes op Death. 


Males. 


Females. 


Diarrhoea, 


2 




Bronchitis, 


io 

1 
1 
4 

2 


1 
4 

3 
2 

1 
1 
1 
3 


DTsenterv 


Consumption, 


Fever, typhus, 

^yphilis, secondary, .... 
Cancer, 


Hemoptysis, 


Pleurisy 


Pneumonia, 


Dropsy,. 


Disease of Heart, 

Disease of Kidney, 

Cancer of Uterus, 

Ovarian Tumor, 

Old Age, 


Mortification 


Scrofula, 


Apoplexy, 


Congestion of Brain,. . . . 
Convulsions 


Suffocation, 


Delirium tremens, 


Total by given causes, 


26 


29 


m^dro(^plialus 


' 
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One Ml quarter of the deaths by given causea are ascribed to 
consumption, and nearly 44 per ceat to diseases of the respiratory 
organs. The deaths assigned to this class are just four times as 
many as those falling under the class of zyniotics, while we have 
seen thatj in the wholo population, the latter class considerably 
exceeded the former. 

The City Registrar of Providence has introduced a new cl 
of facts into his tables for the year 1856, in giving the number 
American and foreign parentage, who died by each cause. T 
contrast moat clearly brought out in his last report, is that between 
these two classes, and as they show a great difference in their rate 
of mortality^ it becomes important to know what oanses of dealt 
press most severely on each class of persona. The deaths of 
American parentage, according to his tables, were 541 j those of 
foreign parentage, 524. Of these, eight American and 29 foroigti 
were from unknown causes, or unknown, sudden, leaving 533 
American, and 495 foreign, from given causes. But the prepon- 
derance of foreign parentage in the deaths from some causes ia 
remarkable. We throw into tabular form the facts in relation to 
a few causes of death, which exhibit curious results, or which ar^ 
of great importance from their frequency* ' 



DEATHS IN PROVIDENCE, 1853. 
Parentage in oinnection udth caUMes of Death. 



Bntus and Scalds j. 

Child Birth,.. 

Cholera Infantum, 
" Morbaa, . . 
Consumption, .. -, 
C^5nvuU^olls, ...**, 
Croup, .. <... * 



JUn«r. 


Fur. 





8 


3 


7 


la 


41 


1 


4 


104 


74 


IS 


33 


a 


20 



Diarrlifleaj *..♦*.,•., 
Dysentery,. *» .. ....^ 

HydrucophaJus,* . , . ^ 

lofantile Dehlllty,.. . 

" Mara^muii 

PnDamonia,. 

Scarlntiiia,, *««, 



AniDr^ 


for. 


13 


16 


23 


12 


lf> 


]:i 


3 


10 


Id 


33 


31 


33 


74 


70 
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OCCUPATIONS- 



No one can doubt that tlie emplojmenta of the rarious classes 
of a community affect very seriously the chances of life and health, 
and the lial>ility of different persons to particular diseased. It is 
difftcalt to CBtimate their influence on the duration of life, as bo 
tnanj disturbing causes intervene. Many circumstances besides 
death withdraw persons from a calling they have followed; and 
some occupations attract the young and are commonly dropped 
before the middle age of life ; others are less congenial to youth, 
aud collect many middle aged or older persona in their ranks. 
Hence the average age at death ia the aeTeral occupations, though 
an interesting topic of inquiry, and capable of being used to ad* 
tantage in connection with other data, is by itself no sign of the 
healthfubess or effects on life of the different callings. Neither 
are we certain that, if we could distinctly prove certain occupa- 
tions to be unfavorable to health or to lessen the average longevi- 
ty of those who follow thenij and the proofs were generally known, 
we should sec any practical effect from such a demonstration. Ex- 
perience shows that diflereut kinds of business will continue, and 
will find persons to enter them, as long as the demand continue a 
for them and their products; and young men will not be deterred 
from a lucrative vocation by the mere probability of its shortening 
their life a few years. But it is a very different thiag when we 
come to inquire what particular diseases are likeliest to occur in 
eadi occupation- The constitution and temperament and early 
training of every person determine in a great degree to what dis- 

1368 he will l»e must liable ; nmny diseases are hereditary, and 

fun in families, and those peculiar liabilities or predispositions 

^may be known to a great extent in childhood and youth. If then 

h be proved that certain diseases are most likely to be brought 

or certain predispositions favored, by certain avocations, the 

aowledge of such proofs wIlli all the strength of evidence and all 
Ihe particularity of detail tijat the case admits, may be of direct 
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use to those who are making^ a choice of oecopation* It is ndH 
too much to hope that such considerations as this will have an in^ 
flucnce with prudent persons. These remarks apply most strongly 
to consumptiou and other tubercular and scrofiUous diseases. Th| 
predisposition to these is hereditary; it may be detected in chil^ 
hoodf and it may be ripened into actual and fatal disease, or maj 
often be checked in early life, by a right management of the numer 
ous circumstances that affect growth and health. Among those 
none are more important, when some bosiness must be chosen in 
youth, tlian the occupation, which determines so many of the circum* 
stances that ate to surround a person. The effects of confined air, 
of cramped and stooping attitudes, of insufficient muscular exer- 
eiso, of poor food^ of want of sunlight, are, to develope these dis- 
eases, and keep them up from one generation to another. Of 
course these influences depend very much on the daily occupatioBij 
the way in which it is conducted^ and the wages earned in it. T| 
learn the particular dangers of the several vocations, we need snc 
facts as a registration system collects, drawn by impartial modeSj^ 
from the history of our own people, on our own soil, and in tlie 
years now passing by. For the reasons we have mentioned, 
think the table of occupations in connection with the age at death," 
wliich is found in the same form in reports from other States, h 
really less valuable than the last table, that of occupation in con- 
nection with diBeasej which we do not find in other reports in this 
country. If it is found best next year to present a summary of all 
the results of registration in this State^ from the beginning of the 
published reports, we shall have a yery interesting body of facts 
in regard to the effects of occupations. We have drawn up a 
small table, to illustrate the use that may be made of the table ia^ 
question* H 

In this table the percentages represent the number of deaths "" 
by each cause, in every hundred by given causes ; thus, the number J 
of laborers who died by consuiuption was 101, being equal tdB 
thirty one in every hundred laborers who died by all specified 
causes* The number of males whose occupations were given, 
(omitting ages under 20,) was 12i34, of whicli 339^ or twent}^ seve 
and a half in a hnndred, died of consumption, &c. We have b* 
Iccted some of the more common can sen of 
j^omc of the more comnion occupations^ tog 
are le^s frequent* 
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OCCUPATIONS Am> CAUSES OF DEATH. 
JC1X& IsL, 185S — DlO£ltE£lE3l3|., lB5d, 



All giren eaases, 

Consumption, 

*' per eeou . . 

Old Age, 

'* percent.,.,,,.. 

CbolQm^., « . . . 

'* per cent., ..... 

PaeuTTiQnmi r ...«.,..*.» . 

" per cent., . . . 

Apoplejcy and Panilyflis.. 

" *' per cent. 

Heart Disease, 

'* per cent., . . 

Delirmm trem^nii [ 
&nd Intemperance, J ' * " 
'* percent,^*. 

Bnieide, * . 

'* per cent., . * , , 



333 

lOL 

31. ft 

12 

3.1 

37 

11.3 

8 
2.5 

7 
2,1' 

3 

.9 

13 
3,7 



I 



256 

43 

1B.8 

2L5 



8 
3.1 

13 
5.1 

14 

1 

.4 

4 
1,Q 



I 



f»3 

S2 

34.9 

3 
3.2 

1 
1.6 

3 
4.8 

3 
4.8 

3 
4J 



I 
1.6 



I.I 



33 
17 



1 
3.0 



1 
3.0 

2 

e-1 



21 

15 

71.4 



1 

4,8 



1 
4.S 



18 

7 
3S9 

1 
5.6 

1 
5S 

1 
5,6 



15 

1 

6.7 
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It is clear enough ^ that, with regard to the least frequent occu- 
pations and causes of death, these percentages are as yet of no 
interest^ it is, for cxamplej purely a matter of accident that 
I ve liave three times as large a proportion of deaths by suicide, 
^■imong jewelers as among carpenters. But it is not so in the 
^feompariBon which our table exhibits in the liability of the sev- 
^Boral occiipatioos to consumption. In this respectj our present 
I i^^sults harmonize Tery closely with those presented ia our last 
X'eport, Jewelers in both appear more liable to die of con- 
sumption than any other of the classes chosen for inquiry ^ and the 
Jiroportion is exactly the same in both reportSj 11 A in every hun- 
«lred. Agriculturists appear least exposed to this disease ; and in 
^liiB point again, the tables in the present and previous report 
a-gree very closely, one-sixth of the deaths of agriculturists for 
I ^which causes were assigned being attributed to consumption. In 
t^liis clasSj a quarter more deaths are ascribed to old ago than 
'to consumption, — a fact which looks well for the health and lon- 
gevity of farmers. The diseases most prevalent in advanced life, 
^eart disease, apoplexy and paralysis, are also more frei^uent 
aiiiong farmers than in the general average of all occup^tipus qf 
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We are here reminded of one great fallacy in these calculations^ 
if viewed as showing the healthfulness of the various occupations. 
Farmers die of old i*ge and its diseases in larger proportion than 
other daases of persons, because more of them are old. This is 
not solely because their business is healthy, but because many 
causes are drawing the young into more stirring avocations 
fitudying the diseases to wbiab each class is most subject, we mud 
remember that some diseases are most common in early adult life^ 
and hence are likeliest to be met in those occupations oftenest 
followed in youth, even if those occupations have no tendency in 
themselves to develope the diseases. This is true of consumption. 

In leaving this subject, I must say it seems to me that this last 
of the preliminary tables will probably prove the most valuable^ 
and most interesting to the community, of alL But to make it so, 
time is needed, so that facts may be numerous enough to represent 
the real truth, in regard to the most important occupations. The 
results must moreover be printed in a form more easy to read than 
the perplexing table given in our previous reports. In connectioo 
with this particular inquiry, the table of ages and occupations may 
become valuable. 






OONCLimiNG REMARKS. 



The registration for the year before us is not so complete aa 
the friends of this system wished and hoped. On the whole, there 
is no great gain over the previous year. The number of recorded 
births is actually a very little smaller ; and the increase in mar- 
riages and deaths is partly explained by the presumed incrcaBC of 
population. Fart of the gain in our record of deaths is caused 
by the industry of town clerks, not seconded by a corresponding 
interest among physicians, — a circumstance which leads to defects 
in the statement of causes of death, and a larger number of death 
than usual by unspecified causes. The city of Newport reports i 
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great many deaths without assigned caused, as well as many iinao* 
compaated by other important iufarmationj even the sex in many 
case 3; not being ascertained. In the last report, our tables were 
not disfigured by any deaths of persons of " unknown sex j" ia 
this report we are annoyed with thirty-five of these monstrosities, 
all of which occurred in Newport city,— *a curious fact in natural 
bistory^ Thei3e defects materially lessen the value of our statis- 
tics^ and impair our confidence in any inferences drawn from the 
facts that are reported. The deiciencies are caused in part by 
imperfections of the law, and in part, by a want of general under- 
standing of the subject, and the consequent negligence of those 
ffho are expected to aid in the details of the system. 

tiThe imperfections of the registration act have undoubtedly 
en one great cause of defective returns* It is difficult to frame 
^statute, 30 as to secure the required co-operation of many separ- 
■k persons and classes of persODS, in obtaining and recording 
these individual facts. The law under which the materials for this 
report were collected, and which continued in operation unaltered 
till the first of July, 1857, had many provisions which experience 
has shown to be inadequate. 

To obtain a record of births, the law required ^^each and every 
parent to make returns to the city or town clerk, of the birth of 
each of his or her children, at least within ten days after the same 
shall have occurred," with all the different required items of in- 
formation- The time allowed is altogether too short, in our large 
and thinly settled country townsj in some of which even turnpike 
roads are not what they should be ; while on the by-ways, gates 
ftre among the most triSing obstructions to the passage of wheeled 
Vehicles. It is in particular too short for the registry of names 
I of new-born children, which, probably, are seldom fixed upon 
within the first ten days of their life ; and yet, this is a most impor. 
taot point for the interest of the individuals, and the legal uses of the 
record* A town clerk, in his correspondence with the Secretary 
of State, mentioning this defect, and that the children's names 
could not be reported before they had any, adds ; " I would not 

N>e a cent, if I had a family of children, for them to be recorded 
pias been practised in our town/' But the main fault of this 
pj^ovision is in relying on the parents. This class is so miscella- 
neouS; including all varieties of ignorant or welbinformed persons, 
tjtiiat it in preposterous to expect them to comply with the rule, in 
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a way to furnisli full records, unless officers of gOTernment 
are sent to call on them. This is done in llie city of Providence, 
as will be seen by the ordinance, which is printed in our appendix^ 

To secure the report of deaths, the law required physicians t^| 
keep lists of deaths occurring in their practice, and make returns 
every month, with all the desired particulars in regard to ead 
death. Coroners were to make like returns in cases coming un 
der their official notice. Undertakers were also to bring in lists 
of interments made by them* Thus there were two separate pro- 
visions for obtaining tho deaths ; one requiring all the details from 
physicians or coroners, the other requiring lists of interments from 
undertakers. The object seemed to be, to get the record of 
many deaths as possible^ in one way or another. This hashelpa 
to fill the list of deaths with reports so wanting in detail as to be 
almost worthless for all statistical purposes;— being merely cal 
logues of persons buried^ with the surname, date and place 
burial of each specified, and nothing more* The record for Now- 
port is swollen in this way. Once more : — The physician was bound 
to report deaths, without compensation, and liable to a fine fo; 
neglect. Some thought this work without pay could not justly h 
demanded of thcm^ and were not led to interest themselves in ii 
by any more generous motive. Some would have beea happy td] 
do what was asked; but objected to doing it under a penalty ; like' 
Falstaff", they would do nothing *^ on compulsion," But these wer< 
defects in indhi luals, and not in the law- Lastly, many deatl 
occur without the attendance either of physician or coroner, 

Under the law, town clerks were to receive the reports of births,^ 
marriages and deaths^ record them in their several towns, and 
send copies of this record to the- Secretary of State, Ithasbeei 
found that often the town-clerk takes very little interest in thii 
duty ; and probably a great many towns might select persons who' 
would be more likely to appreciate its importance. The conipen 
sation allowed to town clerks appears to have been too small, i 
many of the towns of large area. 

In the January session of 1857, while the laws of the State wen 
being thoroughly revised, and arranged into a code, by an able 
commission appointed for that purpose, the opportunity was im 
proved to amend the law of registration. The new act, undei 
which returns are to be obtained hereafter, is printed in the ap- 
pendix to this report. It went into efi^ect with the Revised Stat 
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utee, on the lat of July, 1857. Wo will mention some of the 
changes introduced* 

Tlie facts in respect to births are to be collected by the town- 
clerks, or by persona under their direction, as they are in Provi- 
dence by agents of the City Eegistran This is to be done annu- 
ally, the births in each year being collected in the following Jann- 
ary» In Providenee, this is now done twice a year. The clerk is 
to hare a fee for each full report of a birth so obtained. 

Returns of marriages are still required from those per sous who 
solemnize them, the only change being that the information fur- 
nished by the parties about to be married, must be in the form of 
a certificate signed by the parties themselves, A marriage eannot 
be made le^l in Rhode Island till this has been done* One re- 
ult of this requirement will be to obtain a new item of statistics, 
to the number and position of those candidates for matrimony 
[O sign with a mark. 
In regard to deathsj an improvement is introduced which has 
orked very well in the registration of Providence* The un- 
dertaker, or any person who acts in that capacity at a funeral, 
13 held answerable for obtaining the required facts respecting 
the deceased person, including the attending physician's certificate 
&f the cause of death, and for making returns to the town-elerk. 
ndertakers are to receive a fee for every death properly report- 
by them. The physician is not expected to make returns him- 
If to the town^clerk, but he must leave with the family, or the per- 
il conducting the funeral, within forty-eight hours after the death, 
certificate stating the name, date of death, and cause of death* 
The cojnpensation of town-clerks is increased, they being enti- 
iled to one fee for obtaining, and another for properly recording 
aod returning to the Secretary of State, every birth, and to twice 
the former fee for recordiug aud returning a marriage. 

The town couocil, or board of aldermen are authorized, on rec- 
ommendation of the committee of the Rhode Island Medical So- 
|dely, to appoint a person to do those duties required of town- 
ilerks under this law. 
We hope that these changes in the law will cause its objects to be 
iore fully attained. They bring tlio law of the State mucli near- 
to the sy.stcm already established in Providence, and which has 
ierc obtained a more perfect registration, we believe, than exists 
in any other city of the country. Its good working in Providence, 
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has depended very much on the personal attention given by Dm 

SnoWj the City Registrar, to all the details of its enforcement 
We cannot look for equally perfect returns from other places, 
where such a careful superintendence is not kept np. The parties^ 
who now have duties assigned them under this law are, — in addition 
to the Secretary of StatCj and committee of the Medical Society- 
town-clerkSj clergymen, and all persons who are authorized 
solemnize tho rite of marriage, physicians, and undertakers. We 
hope that ail these persons will appreciate their legal obligations/ 
and the usefulness of this system^ and that their respective duties 
will be done underatandingly and with interest. For this end, 
more will be necessary than legal enactments; tho objects and uses 
of registration must be known. A brief statement of some of 
these uses may be appropriate at the end of this report, 
. IsL For legal purposes. The record of a birth may be needed 
to identify the person j whenever the questions of the time, place, 
or other circumstances of his birth are in doubt. The inheritance 
to property may depend on it, or in case of pauperism, the estab- 
lishment of a right to aid from the town* The record of a mar-B 
riage is often of the greatest importance to the rights of widows,^ 
children or descendants ; and many recent well known cases have 
proved how important it is for the interests of society, that this 
ceremOQv should be surrounded by formalitieSj and always made a 
matter of full and legal record. The proof of a death may be 
equally necessary to the rights of survivors. It is, moreover, im- 
portant^ as a protection against crime, that all deaths, with their 
supposed causes, should be recorded. This is not true of sudden 
deaths alone. For all these purposes, it is the duty of a well or- 
ganized community to provide for a legal, authentic, permanent, 
accessible record of births, marriages, and deaths. Our law con- 
templates such a record to be preserved in every town, and a copy 
of each town record in the office of the Secretary of State. Both 
town and State record-books, are required by law to hare indexes 
to the names that arc entered in them* ^ 

2nd. For genealogical purposes. In these we include not™ 
merely inquiries into the descent of individuals, and connectiona 
between families, but also the means of tracing the outline of the 
history of every person. The value of our records for these ob- 
jects may be judged by the interest our own contemporaries are 
showing in the minutiae of the history of past generations. The 
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materials for such inquiries are fragmentary, and preserved only 
by accident, if at all; they should bo complete, authentic and se- 
cure. No individual is so obscure but that the tiine may come 
when every clue to his origin, life, family conaectionSj aud death^ 
will be valuable. 

3d. In connection with life insurance and annuitiea. All cal- 
culations uaed in framing life-tables, and rules for determining the 
probabilities of life at different ages, must depend on comparisons 
between the numbers who are living within each period of life, 
and the numbers that die within each period* Two kinds of gen- 
eral iBformation are needed ; first, a life4able, applicable to the 
whole mass of the population, or perhaps separate life-tables for 

iach sex j and secondly, an accurate account of the effects of the 
e^ 



leveral inflaences, beside age or sex, that affect the chances of 
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fej — origin, locality, occupation, modes of living, &c* These can- 

lOt be obtained without thorough registration. The Registration 

port of Massachusetts for 1855 contains a table showing the 

deaths in each sex, in every town^ in each one of the twenty-four 

ivjsional periods of life, which, in connection with a like tabJe in 
ihe census of the same year, makes, aa said in that report, " the 

iost important table that has ever been offered in this country, 
for the formation of life-tables*" Of course, minute examination 
of the candidates is also necessary j and even the most careful 
will not always prevent such tricks as that which cheered and pro- 
longed the old age of Peter Pindar. But these only serve to cor- 
rect the general standard, and that must be obtained from regis- 
tration. 

4th. For historical purposes. We mean by this term, the use 
of registration in illustrating the social state of a people and of 
each separate class. The proportion of births to inhabitants, to 
marriages, and to deaths, — the frequency of early marriages, — the 
rate and causes of mortality, — and the influence exerted on each, 
by differences of class, by nativity, origin of the parents, color, 
city life or country life, and the several occupations, — even the 
variations caused by the seasons, ^ — all these belong to the history 
of the real life of the peoplCp 8uch facts have been used by his- 
torians to good purpose. To illustrate their interest, we may re- 
fer to the latest results of registration in France, the low propor- 
tion of births, and the increase in population of the metropolis at 

le expense of the agricultural departments, — circumstances of 

;ho greatest importance in the history of the times. 
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5th. Legislative and executive action, in State or town, mzj 
require materials of this kind to guide it. 

6th. This is particularly true of sanitary regulations. The rela- 
tions of our subject to public health were explained in the second 
report, and every student of sanitary science, knows that registra- 
tion is absolutely necessary in the pursuit of this science. Sani- 
tary improvement is one of the great interests of our times. It 
is employing the ablest men in diflFerent professions, in the most 
enlightened countries of Europe, with the co-operation of their 
governments. It connects itself with every enterprise for the 
moral improvement of large towns, and in all reasonable and hope- 
ful eflforts of the kind, reform in the physical surroundings of life, 
must precede moral elevation. In our own large city, and manu- 
facturing villages, into which the population of this State is fast 
centering itself, there is a necessity for sanitary measures of im- 
provement, and for every aid in investigating the manifold influen- 
ces affecting health and life. 
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THE EEGISTEATIOK LAW OF EHODE ISLAND. 



LCT IN EELATION TO THE Rl^GISTEATION OF BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES AND DEATHS- 



FEOir THE BETIgBD STATUTES OF THE jSTATE OF BHODE ISLAITB. 
PASaEP JA5UABT KEOSION, lS57t 



Section 1* The town clerka of the several towns, or in lieu thereof any 
person whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
own may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of 
tie Rhode Island Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby 
iuthorized and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as re-* 
<luired by the fonDs prescribed by the third section of ttiis chapter, all in- 
formation concerning birtlis, marriages and deaths occurring among the 
tthabitants of their respective towns ; and on or before the first Monday of 
h, annnaliy to make duly certified returns thereof to the secretary of 
^e, for each year, ending on the thirty*first day of December, accompany- 
th© same with a list of those individuals, required by law to make re- 
Jtuma to him, who have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating 
* the object of the law as they may deem important to communicate. 
8£€^ 2m It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to receive the re- 
ams made in pursuance of the preceding sectiouj and annually, with such 
Bistance as shall be rendered by any authorized committee of the Khode 
Bland Medical Society, to make and publish, not exceeding one thousand 
^copies, a general abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by sec- 
tion third of this chapter. He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, 
full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound 
^u oonven5ent sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his office, for which 
>i^ ihall receive the sum of fifty doUars, 
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Sec. 3. The blatik forma required to carry out the provisions of 

chapter abaU, on application, be tumished by the secretary of state to der- 
gymcD, physicians, undertakerSj town clerks, clerks of the society of Friend! 
and other persons requiring thetn, subslaniially after the following foj 
viz. : The record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name 
sex of the child j whether living or stillborn^ the name and surname, color, 
occupation, residence and birthplace of the parents, and the time of record 
ing, BO iar a§ the same can bo ascertained* The record of a marriage 
shall gtate the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and official sta^^ 
tion of the person by whom married, names and gnrnames of the partiei 
age, color, occupation and residence of eaeb, conditionj (whether single or 
widowed,} what marriage, if aecondj third or other marriage, the occupation, 
birlliplace and name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far m 
the same can he ascertained* The record of deaths shall state the date of 
death, name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and condition, (single 
or married,) i^e, occupation^ place of death, place of birth, names and birth- 
place of parents, disease or cause of deaths and the time of recording, m. 
far as can be ascertained* 
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Of Marriages. 

Sec< 4. Every society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorised 
to join persona in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rit© 
performed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on. 
or before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month^ 
to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed ; and- 
DO marriage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed and de — 
Hvered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a society o^ 
Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the record of 
marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 
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Of Birthi. 

Sec. 5, It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, 
in the month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of* 
this chapter, in relation to all children born in the town during the year 
ending the thirty-first day of December next preceding, and for each full 
report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents to be paid by 
the town in which the birth is recorded. 

Of Deaths, ■ 

Sec, 6* Whenever any person shall die in the state, it shall be the duty 
of the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight boars 
after the death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care 
of the deceased J or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the 
funeral, a certificate stating the name of the deceased^ the date of the dea 
and the disease or cause of death. 



ESSS] 



APPENDIX. 



77 



I Of Uhderiahers* 

■ SeOp 7» There may be appointed hj the town autboritiea of every town^ 
a sufficient number of persona to act as undertakers, removable at the pleas- 
ure of tbe autLoiities- 

■ Sko, 8* It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of tbe person who 
psonducts a funeral or who buries or deposits in a tomb the body of any de- 
Hseased person, to obtain the facts, required by section third of this chapter 
Bn relation to deaths, concerning euch deceased person, tc^etber >vith the 
*physician''s certificate of the cause of the death j if a physician was in atten- 

dance, and on or before tbe second Monday of the next succeeding month to 
bake a return of tbe facts obtained, together with the physician's certificate^ 
■o the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

R Sec, 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain 
the objects herein contemplated : Provided^ they do not csjnflict with tbe 
main and specific object of this act, vi^, ; to procure the most perfect regia- 
^ tration* 

^m Of Fees. 

I Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as 

[ aforesaid, shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and retum- 
■_ ed as required by laWj ten cents, and for each record of a maniage, made 
^Bmd returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to tbem out of 
^nbeir respective town treasuries : Provided^ That tbe 3'early compensation 
to be paid out of tbe town treasury 3^ aforesaid, to any one town clerk or 
person appointed as aforesaid who shall faithfully perform tbe duties pre- 
ecribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and 
cithers making returns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter, 
shall receive for each full rei>ort of a death made to tbe town clerk, five 
ents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the other 
owns of the state- 
Sfic. IL If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk 
Eof any meeting of the society of Friends, or other person, shall wilfully neg- 
lect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of bun, by 
ktkiis chapter, he shall, at tbe discretion of the court or justice trying tbe 
Icausc^ on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each 
loffeoee, one-half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence sbaU 
|(M!ciir, tbe other half to the use of tbe person who shall complain of the 

Skc* 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no cler- 

yman, physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of tbe society of Friends, 

ueglijcts to make tbe returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause 

liis name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town 

[ where he resides* 

Sec. 13i No letters of administration^ or letters teetamentary, shall be 
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granted by any court of probate^ upon tlia effects or estate of any person, 
until the death of such person^ or the facts from which the same b presumed, 
shall be duly certiiled, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order thai 
the same may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec> 14. The said books or registers^ or a ceTtiiicat6 duly certified by 
the town derk^ or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of 
the record of any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted ia 
any court in thig &tat«, as pnmd facte proof of any marriagej birth or 
d^th. 

Bec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distin- 
gnished from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separatelyp 

Sec* 16. The secretary of state may, from tims to time, vary the forms 
of returns^ and require such additional information as he may consider nec- 
essary ^ to effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec, 17< The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be 
drawn for by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treas- 
nry, to defray the expense incident to examining, colleclarig and arranging 
the registration returns, making the necessary tables, and drawing up the_ 
report required by the second Bection of this chapter. 



OKDINANCE OF THE CITI Of rROVIDENCE. 



AM OBDlKANCifl Hf KELATJOK TO UNDEHTAKEBS AKD THE m^TEBHEWf 

OF THE BEAD. 



Sectiok 1. There shall be appointed by the City G)uncil a sufficient 
number of persona to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of 
City CounciL 

Skc, 2. Wlaenever any person shall die in this city, it shall be the duty 
of the physician attendmg in his or her last sickness, to furnish, within forty- 
eight hours after the death, to the undertaker attendiitg the funeral, or to 
the City Registrar, a certificate giying the name of the person, date of deaths 
and the disease or cause of his or her death. 

SeC- 3, Every physician omittmg or refusing to furnish such certifi^ 
m aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of &ve dollars for each offence* 

Shg. 4. No undertaker or any other person shall bury the body of m 
person dying in this city, or remove the body of any person so dying ft 
the city, or deposit the body of any person so dying in a tomb, without first 
obtaining the certificate of the physician as aforesaidj or a permit from the 
City Registrar. In case any person shall die without the attendance of 
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pbjsiciaiii or if the physiclaii shall refill to give a certificate aa a^raBaid, it 
ih&U be the duty of the undertaker or other persotXj to report the facta to 
the City Registrar J before attending the funeral of such person, when h« 
shall be entitled to receive a permit for the burial of such person* 

Sec, 5* EYery undertaker or other person in said dty who shall con- 
duct any funeral, or bury the body of any dead person, or remove such body 
from the eitj, or deposit the same in a tomb, shall make a return to the 
City Registrar, between the hours of eleven o'clock A. M* and one o^cloek 
P. M* on Monday of each and every week, of all interments made and fu* 
nerals conducted by him of persons who shall have died during the week 
ending at noon of the Saturday ntxt preceding* These returns shall truly 
give the following facts concerning each person so dying, vi^ : !• The date 
of death. 2- The name. 3, The age. 4. The street and number where 
the person died, if in the city, and the name of the town if out of tlie city, 
5. The ward, if in the city, 6* The sex, 7* The oolotp 8* The condition. 
9. Tbe occiipation- 10^ The place of birth, 1 L The father's name. 12- 
The mother's name. 13. The parentage- 14. The place where the body 
is to be buried, aod also the physician's certificate for each person except 
Ibose otherwise provided for in the preceding section. 

Sec. 6, In case of the prevalence of any epidenuc disease, or when 
it shall seem necessary for the interests of the public health, the Board of 
Bealth shall have power to require more Sequent returns of deaths^ and 
I such additional information as they may think proper. 

Sec, 7,, omitted. 
TSec. 8. Every undertaker who shall omit or refuse to furnish any cjer* 

Icate or return as aibresaid, or who shall violate any provision of the Aih, 

hj Bth, or 7th sections of this ordinance, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 

I doUarE for each offence. 
I Seg, 9. The City Registrar shall cause an abstract of the returns of 

liths made to him, to be published in all the newspapers which contract to 

the city printing, monthly, and oftener if required by the Board of Health, 

He shaU also, during the months of January or February annually, prepare 

and present to the City Council a statement of the number of births, of 

marriages solemnized, and of deaths which occurred in the city during th© 

year ending with the thirty-first day of December neaet preceding, with such 

other information and suggestions in relation thereto as he may deem useful 

^r the promotion of the public health, and other interests of the city. 

^f 8£C. 10* The Board of Health is hereby authorized to employ a suita- 

Ue person or persons, semi-anntiaUy in the monthi^ of July and January, to 

collect the facts required by the laws of the State concerning all births 

which may have occurred in the city during the sis months preceding the 

first day of the months above named, provided that the expenee thereof 

shall not exceed the sum of two hundred dollars annually. 

Sec, 11. Any person other than an undertaker, who shall manage and 
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conduct a funeral, or inter or remDve from the city a dead body^ o? de] 
sach dead body in a tombf shall drst obtain permission ^m the Board 
Health or from the City Registrar, and shall be subject to all the requli 
ments contained in this ordinance in relation to undertakers, and for every 
neglect or refusal to obtain such permissioti or to comply with such refiuire- 
ments shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, 

[The remaining icctloofl are omitted. Tb© omitted sections are of no interest in ces- 
aeetign with the subject of rcglBtmtioa.] 



STATE OF THE EETURNS, See. 

It has been common to give in the appendix some remarks on the eharao 
ter of the returnsj particularly their defects- Circulars have also been ad- 
dressed to the town clerks in the autumn, to remind them of their dO' 
ty, and explain its details* Wo will ask them to receivcj as a circular a^- 
dreased to them, a few observatious here thrown together. 

Blank sheets for returns to the Secretary of State are funiished tm 
his ofi^ce to town-clerks* These should always be used. They sLoald Div- 
er he cut into pieces or mutilated in any way. They are to be bound ftn^ 
therefore should be written on only on one side, unless previously folded a^itl 
etitcbed together in boot-form* Let the clerk remember tliat the sheetj^ are 
to be bound into a book, and he will have no difficulty in folding them flfi" 
cordingly, in such a manner as to read correctly, Eveiy year several fS- 
tums have to be copied, on account of being written across both sides. Th^ 
clerk should date and sign his return, and fill up the blanks in its heading 
correctly* 

The State authorities only ask for a return of those births, marriages and 
deaths, which occurred within the year for which the return is made, endmg 
with the thirty-first of December, and in some part of the State of Ebode 
Island, Those which took place in some other town than the one ffofl* 
which they are reported, should be put in a separate list, after those belan^ 
ing in that town, 

"When the events occurred in a village, both village and township sliooW 
be named. For instance, it is not enough to name YaUey Falls, or Pa^** 
tuxet^ for each of these villages lies in two townships ; and yet, it is dei^f<^ 
hie to name the village, because every village has its peculiarities, which w6 
wish to learn. 

The new law requires returns to be sent in by the first of March i ^ 
13 too early for the convenieiice of some towns. All reasonable extension 
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pntl be allowed ; but it is necessaiy, under present arnuigiementa^ to recetve 
all tlitj returns bo that the tables maj be bsgun upon by the firat of April at 
the lulest. 

The Christian names of the children bom, are rerj eoramonlj not gwt^n. 
This of course takes away much of the value of registration m a security 
to legal rights. In canvassing the towns, as is contemplated under the amend- 
ed law, this must always be attended to. The birth-place of the parents of 
children bom, should be given ; it is one of the most important points. The 
Bamea of the parents of persons married, are often omitted, and every such 
omission may cause a great deal of trouble hereafter. An important change 
has been made in the way of obtaining the record of deaths j and new ditfi- 
culties may arise* It will be necessary to insist on the physician's certifi- 
ate as the only evidence of the cause of death* It will be well for the tewn- 
ilerk to speak with those persona in each town who take charge of funerals, 
iling their attention to their duties under the law, and makiug arrange- 
Hents to receive their returns. 

In canvassing the city of Providence for births, blanks similar to those 
iiriiished to tUe towns by the Secretary of State are bound into books, beiug 
fastened in at one end* A l>ook of blanks with a pencil is carried by each per- 
son who goes around* These blanks having been filled out are brought to 
the City Registrar, cut out by him, and then arranged by order of date, and 
copied into the record. The same plan may be followed in cotiatry towns, 
eginning on the first day of the new year. 
We shall make a few remarks on the registration of each town* 
Bbistol County* Barrington sends eateellent returns. Particulars as to 
ch event fully given* Informants as to births were the parents in all cases^ 
ase of death omitted in only one case. BrhtoL Facts are deficient in 
umber, hut information in regard to them is pretty full. Physicians the 
nly informants of births. The town-clerk reported only thirty-nine deaths. 
Bennet J. Mtinro sent the writer a complete record of eighty-three that 
^curred in the town. Both returns will be preserved, and in our tables we 
have compai'ed and used the two. Warren, Heturns generally well ar- 
ranged* Physicians informants as to births* Great defeet in regard to 
birth-places of parents of the children born, (45 out of 84 not given, j A 
* i»se of triplets took place in October. The children were named James 
Buchanan, Millard Fillmore, and John C. Fremont | (the last named being 
mtil-born.) Marriages and deaths arranged according to dates* Causes of 
death not givtn in 17 out of 4'2 cases. 
BKbnt Countt. Cavenlr^* Returns prepared with much care; but 
^eme of the physicians entirely neglected their duties* Births mostly report- 
Hft by physicians. Greatest disparity in age of bridegroom and bride is 7S 
to 2'J. Causes of death not assigned in 5 out of 24 cases, and frequently 
exprtissed so vaguely as to be of little value. Facts well arranged. Uasi 
OrccntvicL A handsome and carefd record. Physicians are the only in- 
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formant«= as to births, and not one clilld's chrisl ian name \s given. IMan if^s 
antl deaths arranged aeeordingtotime. West Greenwick-H^tMTns extreme- 
ly scanty, wetl arranged. Ko children reported either as born or dead ; tie 
only birth in the town being found in the return from Coventry. Warwick. 
Returns more fiiH iban previouiily ; and do great credit to the town-clerk. 
Marnages in parlicolar, very well recorded* Canse ot death given in 17 
out of 42 ca^es. 

Nkwpoht Cockty* Jamestown, Only marriages returned; a very 
gocni record m far as it goes. Littk Campion, Faets well arranged ; pa^ 
tienlars well stated ; a model retarn* Births mostly reported by phy:?icianR, 
Of 20 deaths, 8 were at agc§ over seventy years. Three deaths by ptiet- 
monia in April* Mlddletown always seud;* good returns^ well arranged and] 
full. Some marriages reported which took place elsewhere, and particulars 
of these are not fully given. Deaths about one to every hundred inhabi- 
tants. NtiGport cltym — ^The city clerk, and an assistant in Ma office, have 
taken much paina in some parts of their duties ; returns elegantly written 
and well arranged* One birth reported by the father, all the others by two 
physicians ; apparently a record of their obstetric practice in the city \ iliS 
paiticulars being well given, except that the children have no christian names* 
Marriage record imperlect ; no Catholic marriages reported. Denomina- 
tion of the clergymen performing marriage, given in 46 cases, 1 6 Baptist 
IC Episcopal, 7 Congregational and 7 MethotlisU Deaths fuller thi 
in former years, and well arranged* But jihysicians have neglect 
their duty sadly* Cause of death is mentioned rn 30 out of 139 eaii&^» 
and the aga in 76. One tenth of the deaths by given causes assigi 
to delirium tremens and other consequences of intemperance. Tl 
35 deaths of unknown sex were mostly cliildren ; they caused ^*^ 
infiuite deal of trouble to the persons who made up the tables* Ke^v*" 
port has every advantage for a good system of registration, a city go vet* *^ 
ment, a compact population, and eminent clergymen and physicisix^^' 
New Shoreham. — ^Relurn appears to be very complete and correct. Btri:.!^ 
reported by physicians* Six of the marriages performed by a ward^^ 
She eta of returns cut ofiF, requiring them to be copied before binding* Por^^ 
fmutk. — The registration of thb town is the least full of any in Newpc^^ 
county. Events recorded are few ; items in respect to them generally give^ ^ 
All the births of American parentage, except one, occurred after Septeml^ *^ 
1st. Deaths ree<jrded soon after they took place, and aU had causes assign <^^ '^ 
Of the H deaths, 6 were at ages over seventy, and 5 over eighty, Tiv^^' 
ton, — Returns alvviiys excellent, full, obtained witli much labor, well !3»^ 
ranged and elegantly written. The town clerk has formerly suggested wl»- ^ 
is now provided, — a fee to be allowed for obtaining the particulars of birll 
Deficiency in causes of death. 

The deaths by consumption in Newport county were thus distribute: 
Little Compton 3, Newport 5, Kew Shoreham 1, Portsmouth 7, Th^erton 
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he Newport Mercurj published a list of 53 persons who (Hed at the age of 
bventy or over in 1856, in tliese places, Newport^ Tivertoiij Little Compton, 
Portsmouth and Middletown. 

Town 3 of Providekgk Coukty, Burrtlhnlh. — Registration less eom- 
plete than in 1855 ; about h;df as manj births reported* No christian 
.names of children born. Two-fiUha of tho deaths are in children. Mortall- 
Br by scarlutina was much greater than the whole number of deaths reported 
^B otir returns, (see Dr. Griffiii*s letter,) Return prepared with care. CraU' 
Hpn — A irery good return, coniajdering the sparse population. A large part 
Hfthe Jeaths in Cranston, and many in North Providence and Johnston, are 
■jtained through the certifieatea brought by undertakers to the City Ilegis^ 
H&r of Providence- Many of these deaths are in the families of young men, 
' mechanics, accountants, &c., who are employed in the city ; and this leads 
JD a high proportion of deaths of children* Cranston and North Providence 
Hrere the onlj towns in 1855, which gave a lower average age at death than 
^providence city, Oumhtrland. — Registration quite defective, even in the com* 
Bact villages. Births all obtained from male and female obstetric attendants, 
Huid only two of American parentage are recorded^ For two years, the for- 
^fcigo parentages have outnumbered the American* Many births admitted 
HSmt occurred in other towns and years* J^osler. — Return very scanty, but 
^kves particulars of the events reported and is carefully prepared. Four of 
Hhe 9 deaths were at ages over 70 ; and only one under 20. Giocesier, 
^Eheets written directly across on both sides, requiring to be copied* Some 
^fchysicians practising in that town show a most praise wortliy djligence. 
H^irst names of children not given. Many marriiiges reported that took 
^feUee in former years- Johnston.— Tim to\vn-clerk lia^ taken an active in- 
Bereft in the stibject. Births have the names given, though they are mostly 
B^p&rted by physicians, Cau.^es of death being generally given, interesting 
^Bu^ts are thus preserved. Greatest age at death, 98 years, 8 months. 
^pSirtA Promdence. — Births almost wholly from a few of the physicians ; 
^naiaea of children often wanting. Nativity of parents not mentioned in 30 
^but of 58 c^ses. In this town and in Cranston, our returns would show a 
^KTBat excess of deaths over births ; yet both towns are rapidly increasing in 
^fcopalation* Causes of death unspecified in 20 out of 1 50 cases* The town- 
Hffolt deserves great credit for his endeavors to make good rotninis, and for 
^P© arrangemen! of his report. Sc^ftnale*^ — Births mostly from physicians, 
B^ho have done well* Christian mimes often given. The clerk says the 
*^turr!3 are very incomplete, no returns of deaths having been received from 
tlai^e portions of the town. Causes of death named in every case but one* 
Bl*%sicians have ititerested fhcmsclvca In the registry* Sheets written 
B*<Jroii* on both sides, requiring to be copied. Smitkfieid. — Maniages pretty 
B^ell recorded. Birilis and deaths very imperfectly indeed ; informants are 
■ wholly physicians* Particulars a^ to tiie caseSj pretty well given. 
H CrjtY OF Providence- In accordanee with section 9th of the Eeglstra 
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tion law* this cttj hm eatablkhed its own rules and system of t^gt^i 
in regard to births and deiith^^ reljing on the State law for marrias^f .^. Ti 
Board of Alderman appoint an officer, under tbe aame of City Registr 
to whom the care of the registration of the eltj h entruiled. Dr. Bdwto ] 
Snow holds that office. The registry system of tbe city is very eompk 
indeed* Two annual reports hare been published, and the second, cove 
the year 1856, has been of great serrice to me, as the preceding p^e^ 
hap5 too often show* The fulness of the registry of deaths ia remarkable,] 
record being preserved of the date of death, the name, the age, the place i 
death, the sex^ the color* the condition, the birth-place, and tbe pareiDiage i 
every individual who dit?d la the city during the year. In presenting i 
Btatistjc^ of the city, the^e reports separate the Ward^?, a distinction we hutj 
not thought it best to notice in our report- 

WAsniNGTOsf County. Oharieslown. This town continues to send i 
good returns, Birtha all reported by one physician ; nativity of mot be 
not given. Cause of death mentioned in every instance. Events arran** 
as should be, in order of lime. Of the eight death?, four were at ages ov 
70, and four under 2. Mseter, Registry is very defective. Twelve bii 
are reported, under this head, ** Births registered in the Town of Eie 
for the year ending March 1st, ISol" Of these, five occurred belY 
1841 and 1855. Five were in one family ,^ — a mere copy from the 
record. Six were reported by parents. Of seven deaths reportedj one < 
curred in 1842, Blank sheets all cut oflf, and have to be copied. ^^ 
ton* The town-elerk gives himself and others a great deal of unnec 
trouble by not u^ing the printed blanks^ but making out his own sheets i 
record. Of course all have to be copied* Returns very defecHve exc 
m to marriages ; and many of these occurred in other years, and of sef 
the year is not mentioned. Cause of death named in one ease oul ol fin 
Worth Kingsloimi. Birth*record made up from family-lists of eight famQ 
their dates ranging all the way from 1814! This habit of sending in 
events of past ye^irs is extremely inconvenient in the use of our statist] 
Causts of death stated in 4 cases out of 8, South Kmgsiowju On the ' 
this important town is more remiss than any other in its registration, altbo 
it contains compact villages, and seveml men distinguished in public life.- 
The only birth in our tables was reported from l^orth Kingstown* Lkt \ 
deaths more carefully made out than the year before, and well arraog 
Cause of death named in 6 cases, Kiekmond^ Return scanty but oor 
Cause of death omitted in two cases, fPe^fer^y. A very handsome 
pretty full except in the number of deaths recorded. Births almost all 
ported by physiciam. 
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Secbetary's Office, Providence, 
November 12,1858. 
To the HomrahU General Assembly : 

Gentlemen, In accordance with the requirements of section 
second of the law relating to registration of births, marriages, 
and deaths, the annual report on this subject, for the year 1857, 
has been prepared and printed. The section provides that this 
report shall be made, " with such assistance as shall be rendered 
by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society." A committee for this purpose has been annually 
appointed, its chairman being Dr. Joseph Mauran, the early 
jadvocate of a registration law, to whose untiring efforts is due 
much of the credit of its enactment and successful operation. 
The immediate care of preparing the report was conj&ded, with 
the approbation of this committee, to Charles W. Parsons, 
M. D., of Providence. The tables were made up by experienced 
^sistants, under his direction ; and the remarks on the subject 
^^Te written by him. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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t2^ 



sses'^ssss:^ 



l5Sa"^J;^J?^ 









S^::&^iS^liS$ 















g ^|MII|||-| 



esi3ae30oiV9^A 



g ^ 



3 



IL 



rr 



t^^r-IS9£0CC 'l p4 



^kdoim^eoi^ 1^ 



■|^~^" 



Tf 



"■^^is a 



03^^ ■ n J e So "^"-tn'w^i-i 



^^^ 



f=s^o>3^^gg g g [^^^^^ 



Ao> 'V ^ n iU5 «a ^ e 



a g '-s;3gsii33S 



^ 



ti-4 -afeoi-^"^ 



S^n" 









sfellfMWMSl" l~§^ssa 



J^,U -JJ^^ 



^3®:t«?5§53s 






« ■* (o iF^ cf el I- ■* ^ 



IT" 



'sa 



C4 W-V 



-Bf-J^' 



Sf-Jii 



^H'lW 



IT S 



SE* 






s & 



^ ■ s « "^ 






:_^ Et, — (^, M £S r- I? 



1 


J2< 

o 





►H 


1 




§ 


1^ 


J9 


P 


1 


H 


•| 


PU 


1* 


-^ 




O 


g 


» 


I-* 


« 



B5 t? ^ ^ ""^ *i <. 3(j W H 



5£;3ISS 



POw^CI CO 






r-l»'*«r4" 



OD B$ ^ a ^ 



^sag- 



'fe 






SicSffira 



Sggg;; 



■ ■ -laci 



londg Aoi 



*^rjrt* 






"^affs 



_LS_i.sj: 



t*«wo^ 



^£ir:^ 



^S|§|5 



S^li§ 






§£§^§ 



mm 









sli 111 i 



FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1857. 



Tablb TT, births. 1S57- 

Arranged hy months^ sex^ and dimsiom of the State ; the hirth of c^hfi 
children being aho exhibited s^aratel^. 




MONTHS, 



Jan. 



ApriL 



SEX. 



Mule, 
Female, 
Unknown, 
Total, 

Afale, 
Female, 
Total, 
Male^ 
Female, 
Total, 
Male, 
Female, 
Unknown, 
Total, 
Male, 
FemalGj 
Total, 
Male, 
Female, 
Unknown J 
Total, 
Male, 
Feraakj 
Unknown, 
Total, 
Male, 
Female J 
Unknown, 
Total, 
l^iale, 
Femde, 
ITtikiiovvn, 
Total, 
I Male, 
Female, 
, Unknown J 
Total, 




1857.] 



BIRTHS. 



Tablb n. BIRTHS. 1857. Continued. 



¥!&NTHS. 



t)IVlMI0?f3 or TSI BTiTl. 





^ 


» 


^ 


^ 


i 


c J? 


TJ 


1 


h n 


s 


If 




a 


tS 


*^ 


^■s 


1 



OOLOUD fmmTittMtl. 






Nov* 



Dec 



Male, 

Feraaie, 

Total, 

Male^ 

FeniJile, 

Unknown, 

Total, 



168 
153 
S21 

169 

159 

5 




9 
18 
9 
9 

18 



15 
II 
20 
13 
13 

31 



A^gre-Male, 



gate. 



Female, 

Unknown, 

Total, 



2057 

948 

21 

4026 



23 41 

25; 37 

48- 78 



24 
21 

45 



32 

34 

5 

71 



130 174 261 488 
li)5| 1881311 435 
■ ^J ^^' 21 
235!362|572 944 



67, 13 
68j 31 
135] le 
78| 13 
72 5 



150 18 



872 
8ll6 



1688 



I32i 
93 



3 
12 



PARENTA(}E. 



American 

Foreign 

American father) 
& foreign mother ) 
Foreign father & > 
American mother j 
Unknown 

Totalg 

COLOB. 

White 

Colored 



I 

I 



1,974 
1,783 

120 

107 
42 

4,026 



3,952 

74 



i 



155 

67 



235 



226 
9 



223 

118 



3 
10 

362 



352 

lol 



225' 

3 



367 
155 

27 
23 



572 



50/ 
15 



10 



15 



386 
485 

26 

20 
27 

944 



938 
6 



3 
3 



17 
14 



31 






650 
937 



51 



50 



1,688 



1,657 
31 



193 
21 



4 
5 

225 



222 
3 



FIFTH BEGISTBATION EEPOBX 



Table IIL PLURALITY BIBTHS. 

Arrtm^ % moniA^^ m^^ and dirmons 0/ the StaH; 

neUiviiff ofparenttj and oeea^adom eJA^fd^teru 



\\m 




a Parcntflge Irish. Failier & farmer. 

b Parenuigo American. Father a farrocr. 

c FarenUge In two ca^i, AmeHcm) ; in one, Irish. Occupation of fflthera, Iwo fannere, 
one laborer' 

d Farentagia in <even ca^es, American; in thi^, Irish, Oecnpatioti of lathers, one c«f- 
pentoFi two f^zmen, one jeweler, two laborers, one mechanic, one operative, one trader^ 
one Enknown. 

e Parentage in nine casei] American ; in t^elre, Jnaih ; in one, Gcntmn ; in one^ English and 
American* Occupations of the fathers, two ciirpcntCTS, one farmer, one fireman, two 
grocers, one hair-drci^rj one jeweler, sevea laborers, two maeliinists, one printer, o i»^ 
ilf vDr»m1thj one &nperJntendent of hospital, one tailor, one team^er, one tinman. A \ 
of triplets J in QctolK:!'. 

/ Parentage in two eases, Am^Tkau ; lq one, Irissh and AmeriLnti. Uecui>atiou of taih^ 
one blacksmith, one colorer, one burner- 



MARRIAGES. 



Table IV. MARRIAGES- 1857. 
Arranged by months^ and divinons of the State. 



inPHS. 



Whole 
number. 



120 
113 
90 
119 
150 
122 
111 
118 
154 
.163 
147 
119 

1526 



991 
393 

74 

61 

7 

1526 



Diymovt or nn nktt. 



4 
4 



6 
2 
6 
6 
5 
12 

57 



43 
5 

4 
5 

IT 



MS 

9 

12 
17 
12 
11 
11 

9 

12 
15 
13 

9 

8 

138 



121 
14 



138 



9 

18 
13 
13 
15 
19 

6 
14 
29 
27 
19 
17 

199 



102 
73 

11 
13 



199 



39 
28 
21 
38 
50 
38 
35 
30 
37 
39 
38 
26 

419 



260 
116 

21 

17 
5 

419 



53 
41 
30 
50 
58 
47 
49 
49 
59 
65 
65 
48 

614 



384 
175 

33 
22 

614 



6 
10 

7 

4 
10 

5 

6 
11 

8 
13 
11 

8 

99 



81 
10 



2 
2 

99 



8 



FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1W7. 



Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 1857. 

[Read thus : 49 men, under twenty, mairied women under twenty ; 12, married women between tmnfgr 
and twenty-flTe ; 268 men, b e t wee u twenty and twenty-i^v, married women vader twvnty, ke,] 





AQSI OF WQlMKV. 


1 

e . 

|l 


AQm OF M£». 


1 


^ 
s 
S 


3 
3 


8& 


^ 

5 

s 


4 


S 




2 




3 


B 
B- 


1 


Under 20 


49 

253 

82 

20 

6 

1 

1 


12 

280 

226 

60 

22 

3 

2 

1 


1 

36 

116 

52 

25 

10 

6 

2 

1 

1 


9 

20 

16 

21 

8 

7 

3 

1 
1 

i 


's 

7 
7 
25 
12 
7 
5 
1 
2 

'l 


6 

8 
4 

8 
3 
2 
1 




1 

3 


2 
1 
1 


i 
1 
1 


i 


'l 


i 

1 

24 


62 


20 to 25 


581 


25 ** :iO.. 


453 


30 " 35 


m 


35 ^ 40 


108 


40 « 45. .... . 


44 


45 ** 50 ...... 


33 


60 ** 55 


26 


56 ** 60 

60 " 65 

65 « 70 

70 ** 75. 

75 " 80 

80 ''85 

Unknown... .- 


14 
9 
7 
5 
$ 
1 

25 


Whole No. Women . 


412 


606 


250 87 


70 


32 


22(12 


4 


J 


j_ 


J. 


2_6 


1,536 



Table VI. DEATHS. 1857. 
Arranged by the months in which they occurred. 









DiviaiosrA Of nATC 


QOLOUD PEOSONftT rXCLQI^Kt l?l 




axx. 


1 




fnt FUniDDTI}. 


MOUTHS. 






r - 


ii 


1 


1. 






■e - 


1^ 
II 

2 


1 


1 






1 


It 




11 


It 


Il 




if 


It 


£■3 

2 


1 


Jul. 


Hide, 


94 


; 4 


8 


15 


28 


S6 


3 


1 




Female, 


90 


9 


11 


7 


22 


39 


2 






2 




4 


, 




Total, 


184 


13 


19 


22 


50 


75 


5 






2 


2 


6 




Feb. 


Male, 


64 


4 


6 


12 


18 


23 


1 


1 




1 




2 






Fetoale, 


91 


7 


10 


U 


26 


37 


^ , 


1 


1 






2 






Total, 


155 


11 


16 


n 


44 


60 


1 


2 


1 


1 




4 




Mardi. 


Male, 


85 


5 


5 


12 


26 


S5 


2 


^ ^ 


+ * 


1 




3 






Female, 


39 


4 


G 


11 


23 


44 


1 




1 


1 




3 






Total, 


174 


r> 


11 


23 


49 


79 


3 




1 


2 










DEATHS. 



Tabli VI. DEATHS. 1857. Continckd. 



1 






©n-jsioNa 01' ITAXI. 




AtiiOBU} Fuuoits, urottmxs nt 






1 








TBI FUQESINa. 


HmTHS. 


BMX. 




11 






a 

u 




1"' 
li 


P 


li 
IT ° 


So 

ll 


1 


1 
1 


Lpril, 


Male, 


78 


5 


8 


12 


19 


27 


7 






2 




1 


1 




Pemal6, 


67 


4 


8 


U 


17 


22 


2 


1 


^ ^ 


1 




1 


* « 


L 


Total, 


145 


9 


16 


26 


36 


49 


9 


1 


* * 


3 




2 


1 


b7> 


Male, 


78 


5 


12 


4 


17 


37 


3 




* * 


^ , 




4 






Female, 


8a 


2 


10 


11 


21 


38 


1 




1 


J ^ 




2 






Total, 


161 


7 


22 


15 


38 


75 


4 




1 


, ^ 




6 




Que, 


Male, 


64 


6 


7 


9 


18 


23 


1 




1 


2 




_ , 






Female, 


83 


7 


14 


5 


29 


26 


2 




, ^ 


» - 




1 






Total, 


147 


13 


21 


14 


47 


49 


3 




1 


2 




1 




ttly, 


Male, 


88 


3 


13 


8 


20 


37 


7 




^ ^ 






1 






Female, 


80 


7 


9 


6 


19 


45 


3 


2 


^ ^ 






2 


i 




Total, 


177 


10 


22 


14 


39 


82 


10 


2 


» . 


* . 




3 


1 


Lug, 


Male, 


108 


8 


14 


a 


26 


51 


3 


1 


^ . 


. . 


1 


1 






Female, 


111 


8 


10 


% 


31 


50 


4 


1 








3 






Total, 


219 


16 


24 


14 


57 


101 


7 


2 


[[ 




1 


4 




bpt 


Male, 


123 


5 


9 


17 


41 


49 


2 




» » 


w ■, 




4 






Female, 


121 


6 


11 


19 


25 


54 


6 


1 


^ » 


1 




4 






Total, 


244 


11 


20 


36 


66 


103 


8 


1 




1 




8 


.. 


ht 


Male, 


111 


11 


14 


14 


28 


41 


3 




1 


f * 




1 






Female, 


135 


10 


16 


16 


39 


50 


4 




. m 


^ , 




S 






Totat 


246 


21 


30, 


30 


67 


91 


7, 




1 


^ . 




4 




lOF- 


Male, 


lie 


5 


12 


18 


24 


48 


3 




. , 


, . 




1 






Female, 


129 


10 


11 


29 


31 


43 


5 




. . 


1 




1 






Total, 


239 


15 


23 


47 


55 


91 


8 




* ^ 


1, 




2 




Jec. 


Male, 


109 


4 


16 


23 


24 


36 


6 




1 


1 




3 




. 


Female, 


125 


8 


16 


29 


33 


34 


5 






2 




2 






Total, 


234 


12 


32 


52 


57 


70 


11 




i 


3 




5 




kggre- 


Male, 


1112 


65 


124 


150 


289 


443 


41 


2 


a 


7 


3 


23 


2 


giue. 


Female, 
Total, 


1213 


82 


132 


166 


316 


482 


35 


6 


3 


8 


- 


28 


1 




2325 


147 


256 


316 


605 


925 


76 


8 


6 


15 


3 


51 


3 



10 



FIFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1&57, 



Table Vn. DEATHS 1857, 
Amm^ h^ the periods of life within which the^ occurrtd. 



I 



i£X, 



I 



j&msioitfl OP Tflf mn. 









I 



II 



$ 



Male, 

Total, 
l^fale, 
Feroalej 

Total, 

Male, 
Female, 

Total, 
Mate, 
Female, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total, 

MaJe<, 
Female, 
Total, 
Male, 

Female, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total, 
Male, 
Ffmale, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total, 



225 

175 

400 

108 

122 

230 

47 

56 

103 

32 

34 

66 

22 

25 

47 

434 

412 

846 

63 

51 

114 

25 
28 
53 

59 

87 

102 

128 

230 

87 

105 

192 

81 

79 

160 



22 

7 
29 

3 
3 



1 
4 

5 
26 
18 
44 

1 
3 
4 
1 
3 
4 
2 
5 
7 
6 
11 
17 
5 
8 
13 

a 



19 

14 

35 

9 

IG 

25 

5 

3 

8 

5 

5 

10 



41 
38 
79 

7 

5 

12 

5, 
2 
7 
2 

4 
6 

13 
17 
30 
8 
8 
16 
10 
13 



23 

19 

42 

12 

13 

25 

G 

9 

15 

5 



9 

9 

18 

55 

54 

109 

17 

7 

24 

2 

5 

7 

3 

7 

10 

U 

7 

21 

9 

14 

23 

9 

9 

18 



40 
44 
84 

37 

31 

68 

14 

19' 

33j 

12 

11 

23 

2 

6 

8 

105 

111 

216 

27 

20 
47 

8 
10 
18 

4 
18 
22 
27 
31 
58 
16 
19 
35 
21 
30 
51 



113 

83 

196 

48 

58 

106 

19 

21 

40 

9 

13 

22 

7 

6 

.13 

196 

181 

377 

11 
16 
27 

8 

8 

16 

17 
22 
39 
39 
58 
97 
46 
52| 
98 
32 
25 
57 



IG 



2 



11 

10 
21 



4 
5 

5 
10 



2 

10 

7 

17 



. \ 
1 
li 
1 
2 
3 
3 
3 
6 
2 
5 
7 
3 
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Table YIL DEATHS. 1857. Continued. 





SIX. 


1 

a 
1 


Dtri^totrB OP tns mx«. 


COLnttD* PMaOKI DfCUTMJl Df 


1 


D 


O 
Q 


t; 




□ 


S 

a 
o 

1 


5 

1 

1 


i3 


1 
1 


It' 

2 


u 

1 


i 

i 


n ( 


Male, 


97 


7 


12 


8 


25 


41 


4 


,^ 




Female, 


62 


2 


5 


10 


15 


25 


5 


, , 


, , 




^ ^ 


1 




h 


Total, 


h'fd 


9 


17 


18 


40 


66 


9 


1 






2 


2 




" { 


Male, 


77 


5 


8 


10 


26 


27 


1 


, , 


2 




, » 


1 1 




l\ 


Femjile, 


79 


6 


10 


10 


24 


25 


^ 


, , 


1 






1 




Total, 


156 


11 


18 


20 


50 


52 


5; 


, , 


3 




, , 


2 




^ 


I^Iale, 


65 


5 


10 


12 


13 


20 


5 


^ . 


1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


Femalej 


116 


17 


18 


24 


16 


39 


2 


1 


^ ^ 


4 


, ^ 


1 




^i 


Totals 


181 


23 


28 


3G 


29 


59 


^1 


1 


1 


6 


1 


3 


1 


ri ( 


Male, 


37 


4 


4 


7 


12 


5 


S 










^ , 


1 


l{ 


Female, 


69 


6 


12 


14 


10 


25 


2 










3 


* V 


ToLal, 


106 


10 


16 


21 


22 


30 


7 










3 


1 




Male, 


9 


, » 


2 


S 


2 


^ m 


2 






. ^ 




i m 


. ^. 


Female, 


17 


1 


, - 


4 


6 


6 


^ , 






. . 




, , 


. * 


Totals 


20 


1 


2 


7 


8 


6 


2 






, ^ 




i , 


w i 




Male, 


1 




, ^ 


^ , 




1 


^ . 






, ^ 






: : 


Female, 






, ^ 






















R* 


Total, 


1 










1 


^ 














d ( 


Male^ 


6 


, ^ 


2 


1 


3 










, . 




» * 


. * 


5^ 


Female, 


8 




n, . 


1 


6 


. ^ 


1 






, . 




* * 


1 


Bl 


Total, 


U 


- 


2 


2 


9 


- 


1 






" 






1 


B f 


Male, 


1112 


65 


124 


150 


289 


443 


41 


2 


3 


7 


3 


23 


i 




Female, 
Total, 


1213 


82 


1B21G6 


316 


482 


35 


6 


3 


8 




28 


1 


2325 


H7'256'316 


605 


925 


76 


8 


6 


15 3 


51 


A 



IfATITITT* 


1 1 


i 

-3 
n 


1 


6 

d 

i 


II 


IS 
£ 




^oreicrn, , , ,,^ 


1,913 

362 

50 


133 

12 

2 


226 
21 


287 
21 


444 

124 

37 


748 
177 


75 

1 


^^kaown ■,....<.» 








Total 


2,325 


U7 


256 


316 


605 


925 


76 






_ COLOR. 

While 




2,239 

86 


139 
8 


250 
6 


301 
15 


602 
3 


874 
51 


73 


52!?red. 


3 



12 



00 



O 
m 
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^ ^ 
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-e^ -* * w^ 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATa 1857. 
Ages under twenty years, and cases of unspecified age, being omitted. 
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FIFTH BEGISTEATION KEPORT* 



[18571 



Table XIII. Bietbs, Deaths, and Maeriagcs, fob FIVE YEAKS, 
From Januorj 1st, 1853, to December Blst, 1857, 

Arranged by months, s*a^, and counties ; with the percentages for each months 
the months being reduced to periods of equal length. 



Brnms. 



I 



I 



Junuaiy. . . . 
February. . . , 

March 

ApiiL * * . , . . 
May* ....... 

June. 

July . , 

August 

September . . . 

October 

November* . . 
December. . . . 
Unknown . . . . 

Total.. 

DEATHS. 

January , . 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July , ... 

August . . . . . . 

September. . . 

October 

iNovember . . . 
December* , . . 
Unknown . . . . 

Total.. 



1,070 
1,061 
1,196 
1,107 
1,165 
1,132 
1,163 
1,223 
1,140 
1,180 
1,162 
ljia7 
15 



7.69 
8.34 
8,53 
8.17 
8.32 
8.33 
8.31 
8J2 
8.46 
8.42 
8.57 
8, 12 



13,763 



688 
651 
751 
642 
C45 
596 
805 
1,148 
975 
831 
733 
705 
XI 



100.00 



7.37 
7.67 
8.05 
7.11 
0.02 
6.60 
8,62 
12.30 
10,79, 

aoo, 
8. a 

7,56 



531 
580 
636 
566 
589 
563 
590 
658 
581 
5681 
594 
559 
7 



537 8 
474 

553 



535 
570 
560 
551 
560 
560 

eoG 

562 

570 

8 



7031 



345 
322 
350 
348 
334 
299 
418 



6646 



341 

328 
399 
290 
310 
292 
379 
574 



476| 489 
369 454 



9,181 



325 

330 
4 



405 

371 

7 



100.0014486!4639 



70 

69 

105 

70 
60 
81 
102 
103 
86 
97 
88 
70 



70 
59 
75 
79 
77 
75 
82 
69 
84 
83 
76 
72 
3 



126 
134 
132 
124 

142 
127 
137 
158 
119 
127 
142 
135 
2 



751 
754 
831 
788 
836 
801 
802 
845 
781 
819 
802 
816 
10 



B6 



1010 



61 
43 

63 
67 
50 
54 
55 
59 
63 
63 
47 
55 
1 



004 



46 
39 
43 
37 
52 
42 
^5 
53 
50 
66 
46 
52 
2 



1635 



72 
79 
91 
71 
57 
54 
70 
89 

112 
99 
82 

111 
6 



50 
45 
53 
15 
5D 
48 
40 

46 
54 
54 
44 



9036 57J 



491 
481 
b'2b 
444 
473 
434 
604 
930 
721 



461 
2 



56 



681 



583 



993 



6671 253 



IS 
9 

29 
23 
13 

n 

21 
11 
29 



575 28 
530 28 
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Table XIII. Continued. 





li 


III 


COUHTHS. 


BIARRIAOES. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


Provi- 
dence. 


Washing- 
ton. 


January 


552 
444 
345 
482 
571 
501 
479 
451 
591 
660 
671 
486 
20 


8.70 
7.66 
5.43 
7.85 
9.00 
8.15 
7.54 
109 
9.63 
10.40 
10.91 
7.64 


30 
18 

19 
6 
26 
21 
15 
15 
21 
42 
31 
34 


44 
31 

41 
40 
36 
34 
38 
41 
49 
44 
49 
37 
4 


62 
62 
46 
61 
69 
46 
35 
62 
75 
88 
76 
55 


382 
297 

209 
358 
408 
371 
364 
308 
402 
442 
465 
325 
14 


34 


February 


36 


March 

April 


30 
17 


May 


32 


June 


29 


July 


27 


Ausrust 


25 


September 

October 


44 
44 


November 

December 

Unknown 


50 

35 

2 






Total 


6,253 


100.00 


278 


488 


737 


4,345 


405 







Table XIV. PLURALITY BIRTHS, 

For five years and seven months ; From June 1st, 1852, to December 

31st, 1857. 





Nmnber 
of cases. 


SIX OF OHILDBBN. 


COUKTIXS. 


MONTHS. 


Male. 


Female. 


Unkn. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


ProTi- 
dence. 


Washing- 
ton. 


January. . 
February. 
March. . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October. . 
November. 
December . 


11 
8 

19 
14 
15 
16 

9 
16 
14 
15 
15 

6 


12 
8 
25 
14 
14 
16 
12 
16 
13 
17 
13 
6 


10 

8 

. 13 

14 

16 

14 

6 

16 

15 

15 

15 

6 


2 
2 


2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
6 
2 
3 


2 

2 
2 
4 
2 
2 


4 
4 
8 

4 

4 

2 

2 
2 
4 


14 
12 
28 
22 
20 
24 
12 
16 
24 
23 
26 
8 


2 

2 
2 

6 

4 
2 


Total. . 


158 


166 


148 


4 


23 


14 


34 


229 


18 



Parentage, in eighty cases, American; in sixty-five, foreign; in four, mixed; and in 
nine, unknown. 

Two cases of triplets, one in Bristol county, in October, 1856; antl one in Providence city, 
in October, 1857. Parents in the first case, American; in the second case, Irish. 

To learn the exact number of plurality births, in the past five years, deduct f^m the 
above table those which occurred between June 1st and December 31st, 1852; viz : two cases 
in August, (one male and three female children,) one case in October, (two male[children,) 
and one in November, (one child of each sex.) 
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Table XV. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 
1854 to 1857, inclusive. 











inu or worn, 




















a 


AGES OF US3I. 


1 


s 


s 
a 


'4 
s 




^ 
B 
i 


S 
s 
s 


;3 


8 


2 

8 


S 
s 


1 




Under *20 


151 


42 


4 




















197 


20 t« 25. .. 


819 

254 

60 

22 

7 

i 

1 


970 

711 

200 

80 

17 

9 

2 

2 


146 

359 

179 

84 

28 

14 

5 

3 


24 

58 
G7 
61 
35 
20 
9 
1 


6 
13 
22 


2 
1 
9. 


i 

3 
7 
3 

10 
10 
H 


1 

2 

7 
4 


. .1 








1,071 


1>5 * 


' 30 


1,401 


,10 * 


' 35 


ftST 


*15 ' 


' 40.,... 


5415 
35 17 
22 16 

20 20 

4|ll 


!)24 


40 ' 


* 45 


U6 


45 * 


' 50 


M 


50 * 


' 55._. . 


79 


55 ' 


' 60.,.....,. 


48 


60 ' 


* 65...,. ... 


1 


1 


3 


& 


fil 8 


5 


7 




1 






40 


f>5 * 


< 70 


1 


1 


"i 


2 


1 
2 


S 
1 


3 

1 


2 
2 




1 




- 


18 


70 * 


^75......... 


^r" 


11 


75 * 


'80 






1 


^ 






, ^ 


, ^ 




4' 


2 


^ ^ 


8 


SO * 


' 85 


, 






^ 






i , 


, , 




1 


^ , 


^ ^ 


1 


Unknownj 


4 


5 




1 




** 


*- 


'■ 


'* 


•■ 


• • 


598 


C08 


Wlii 


jle No. Women 


1321 


2040 


827 


281 


185 


96 


57 


25 


18 


9 


2 


622 


5,483 



Bead thus: 151 men, under twenty, married women under twenty; 819 men, between 
twenty and twenty-five, married women under twenty; &c. ^ 

The tables, previous to the year 1854, do not give the ages of persons married. 
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Table XVL DEATHS, for five tears and seven months. 

From June 1st, 1852, to December Slst, 1857. 

Ajrranged by the periods of life within which they occurred \ o&o, exhibiting 
the percentage in each period of life. 





j 


1 


ux. 


COURTISS. 


PKBIODS OF UFB. 


1 


1 


1 


1 




* 


1 


a 


Under 1 


1,604 


16.66 


884 


708 


12 


116 


67 


96 


1,287 


38 


1 and under 2.. 


1,005 


10.43 


500 


498 


7 


47 


41 


52 


850 


15 


2 ** 3.. 


461 


4.79 


232 


226 


3 


31 


19 


40 


363 


8 


S « 4.. 


305 


3.17 


167 


136 


2 


20 


11 


19 


252 


3 


4 « 5.. 


219 


2.27 


105 


113 


1 


20 


6 


27 


164 


2 


An under 5 . . . 


8,594 


37.32 


1,888 


1,681 


25 


234 


144 


234 


2,916 


66 


5aDdunderlO 


487 


5.06 


258 


229 




30 


20 


53 


380 


4 


10 « 15 


184 


1.91 


83 


100 


1 


14 


13 


21 


129 


7 


15 " 20 


362 


3.76 


128 


234 




27 


15 


34 


278 


8 


20 « 30 


1,010 


10.49 


453 


557 




64 


61 


73 


789 


23 


30 «* 40 


847 


8.80 


396 


451 




50 


42 


74 


658 


23 


40 « 50 


739 


7.67 


391 


348 




49 


50 


68 


549 


23 


50 << 60 


649 


6.74 


341 


308 




48 


52 


84 


439 


26 


eo " 70 


598 


6.21 


298 


300 




49 


46 


92 


388 


23 


70 «* 80 


657 


6.82 


299 


358 




86 


85 


128 


323 


35 


80 << 90 


416 


4.32 


160 


256 




45 


52 


97 


190 


32 


90 « 100 


82 


.85 


28 


54 




12 


4 


18 


42 


6 


100 and over. . 


5 


.05 


4 


1 




, , 


, , 


2 


3 


, , 


Unknown age. . 


209 




95 


76 


38 


8 


24 


81 


88 


8 


AcioRBGATE. 






















Males 


4,822 






* 




327 


313 


494 


3,536 


152 


Females 


4,953 










386 


289 


527 


3,620 


131 


Unknown 

Total 


64 


.... 








3 


6 


38 


16 


1 








9,839 


100.00 


... 




.. 710 


608 


1,059 


7,172 


284 
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KESTJLTS AND OBSERVATIONa 



The present is tlie fiftli annual report. On account of a change 
haviDg been made ici the time of jcar at whioh returns are sent in, 
one of the previous reports has covered a period of one year and 
seven mootha ; so that the whole aeries contains the abstract of 
returns for five years and seven month Sj beginning with the first 
of June, 1852j and ending with the thirty-first of December, 185T. 
We have had tables prepared, which present a general summary 
of the results of registration for this whole period. These tables 
are mostly framed in a somewhat similar manner to those which 
are presented every year, though made considerably more compact. 
The body of results is now large enotjgh to have some permanent 
value* It enables us, at any rate^ to fix an approximate or provis- 
ional standard on many questions. 

Some important amendments to the law, as mentioned in our last 
report, went into operation on the first of July, 1857; and the 
returns before us give us reason to think that these amendments 
will be the means of securing a better registration than was before 
obtained- In looking at the tables for 1851, it is well to remem* 
ber^ that if these amendments have really such an efi^ect, they 
probably caused tlie facts occurring in the laat half of the year 
1857, to bo more completely reported than those occurring in the 
6r3t half; though the good efi^ect seems to have extended back- 
wards in some degree over the first six months of the year, many 
fit the facts which took place in those months having been recorded 
under the amended law. It is an imperfection, unavoidable in the 
earlier period of a registration system, that the change from year 
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to year in the Mlneaa of the regi&trj, makes it impossible to com- 
pare fairly two aucoegsive years, and to judge what are the real 
effects of temporary causes upon the events which our reports ex- 
hibit. For example, there can be little doubt that there were 
fewer marriages, ia this State^ in 1851, thau the year before, and 
that this diminution of marriages was owing to financial disturb- 
ances and general interruption of business, in the last part of the 
year. But this diminution, as it appears in our tables, is almost 
wholly concealed, by the increased completeness in the returns of 
marriages i and the whole truth, we belieTe, is leas strongly shown 
than if the registration law were fully obserTed, and had been so 
for some years past. The improvement is most considerable in 
regard to births, the number reported having increased more than 
a third, in a single year. The most important amendments in the 
law, related to the mode of collecting the births. 

It may be proper to mention, as a circumstance favorable to the 
value of our reports, and to the student of the vital, industrial, or 
other statistics of our State, that changes in the boundaries of 
towns, or divisions or annexations of their territory, are very 
seldom made in Rhode laland. The Massachusetts reports are 
obliged, every year, to record several such changes. None hate 
been made in this State, since the last report ; and only one has 
been made since the beginning of our reports, namely, the creation 
of the new town of Fall River. 

Our observations are arranged on the same plan as in the last 
three reports. This plan seems, on the whole, the simplest and 
best J but it requires us to separate some sets of tables and viewa 
which it is interesting to consider together, because they illustrate 
the same subjects. One topic, which is touched upon in different 
parts of the report, is, the condition of the foreign, compared with 
that of the native population. The foreign-born population, by 
the census of 1850, formed one-sixth of the whole number of the 
inhabitants, or, more precisely, 16.17 in every huudred, of 1,617 
to 10,000. But in the four years last past, taking them together, 
the births of children whose fathers were foreign-born^ were 44.74 
in every hundred of all the births, or not much less than three 
times as large a part of the whole number of births, as the foreign- 
born inhabitants formed of all the population in 1850. This doea 
not imply that so great a proportional difference exists between 
the fecundity of a given number of married couples^ in the two 
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classes. From some limited obBervation in Providence city, it 
would appear that the average number of children^ of each Amori^ 
can-born mother, was about three ; of each foreigo-born mother^ 
about three and a half; — a difference real, but comparatively slight* 
Bot the census of Providence city, in 1855, shows that the foreign 
population consists, to a much greater degree than the native, of 
persons in early adult life, in the marrying and reproductive age. 
in four years past, in the whole State, the marriages in which the 
groom was of foreign birth, were 32.51 in every 100, or almost 
^xactly twice as large a proportion as that of the foreign popula- 
Ipon in 1850. Allowing something for the increase of foreign 
population Bince that year, it fa still evident that the tendency to 
marriage, among them, is much greater than among the native in- 
habitants. 

The comparison of mortality, between these two classes, is a 
good deal affected by the fact, that many of the diseases most 
,tal among us, attack children particularly; so that about three- 
hths of all the deaths, are at ages under five years. The chil- 
sn of foreign parents, are especially liable to these diseases ; 
id, indeed, the high proportioo and excessive mortality of children 
foreigners, In cities, are one great source of the difference in ap- 
ent healthiness and average longevity between city and country, 
w, if we class the deaths according to the nativity of the de- 
lascd persons, these children of foreigners will mostly be thrown 
ikto the native American class ; while in any analysis of the influ- 
ences affecting life and health, they belong to the foreign class. 
Classed by nativity, the foreign deaths, in our whole series of re- 
ports, form about 18.12 in every hundred* In 1857, the deaths 
of persons of foreign parentage were 63,68 in every hundred ; and 
those of Irish parentage, 2T.23 in every hundred. The diseases 
which cause most of the excessive fatality in the foreign population, 
aud their children, are the ordinary summer complaints, and some 
particular epidemics. Two of our great scourges, consumption and 
scarlatina, are much less partial to that class, compared with the 
crican class* Pneumonia, typhoid fever, and convulsions, ap- 
to be more fatal to children of foreigners, than to those of 
native stock, in proportion to their numbers. 
These reports illustrate the peculiarities of the colored race, as 
it exists in this State. Rhode Island has had a higher proportion 
colored persons than any other New England State. This pro- 
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portion is lessening from year to year^ in spit6 of a slight and eon- 
cealcd current of immigration from southern states. The mortality 
of the colored is about twice as greatj in proportion^ as that aioong 
the white. In a period of nearly five years, the deaths of colored 
persons have been fifty-seven more than the bii*thg of colored chil- 
dren, ConsumptioUj and various diseases connected with scrofula^ 
are much more prevalent among the colored. It seems as if these 
differences conld hardly be explained by the poverty or privations 
of the colored inhabitants. Some writers of great scientific atp 
tainmentSj who have examiaed the subject attentively, ascribe the 
deterioration of tie colored population to the intermarriages be- 
tween the racesj the great number of mnlattoes and persona of 
blood mixed in various degrees, and to the natural law, which fo^ 
bids mixed races to be kept np through many generations. 

The value of many deductions from our registry is, of coinaei 
impaired by the incompleteness of the returns. If these wer« 
merely scanty in nmnber and fullness, and if there were no cir- 
cumstances tending to give a particular, one-sided direction to 
their defects, these defects would be of less importance j because^ 
we might fairly suppose that a thousand or two thousand facts^ 
taken by chance from the whole mass of like facts occurring in a 
State, would be average specimens of the total number, even if 
that were two or three times as large. But there are several 
sources of mistake and distortion. The value of our study, con- 
sists mainly in the comparisons it suggests, the means it fui^nishes 
of contrasting the tenor of human life under the varying infinences 
by which it is surrounded ; race with race, town with town^ city- 
life with country-life, and so on* If any circumstances cause th^ 
facts in regard to one race or region to be better reported thi 
in others, or one part of the events in any community tobepretl 
thoronghly record ed, while others are slighted; — our means 
knowledge arc vitiated at the very outset. 

One example of this we have alluded to in each of the last t¥0 
reports. One of the most strongly marked cootrastSj in our State^ 
is that between the city of Providence and the rural towns* "Wa 
have here a growing capital, with about fifty thousand inhabitaotSt 
living under the peculiar circumstances that belong to cities^ and 
which affect the atmosphere, the food, the occupations, morals^ &i 
Nearly a third of the people of the State, are crowded into thj 
narrow area. Of the city population^ about two fifths are foreii 
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fy birth^ or cMldreii of foreign parents ; atid almost half the deatbsj 
id more than half the births^ occur in this class. HoTf great is 
be contrasti when we turn from this citj population to the farming 
>wnSj particularly to those which, are washed by the waters of 
ie Atlantic or the southern part of Narraganset Bayj in which 
le population has increased little for thirty years, and where 
lardly one death of a foreigner, or Ijirth of foreign parentage, ia 
scorded in a year. It is very desirable to have sound materials 
jr com paring these regions, and learning the effects of these in- 
iiences. But here comes a difficulty. ProYideuce, like other 
Enlightened cities, provides a very complete registration^ including 
11 classes and ages^ The birth of a child to the obscurest laborer, 
tie death of the infant of a day, is carefully recorded. The vital 
Statistics of that city are perhaps as thoroughly collected and prc- 
srved as, in the nature of things^ is possible. In count ry4owna, 
kn the contrary, we are apt to get the returns of only those deaths 
^hich make a stir in their neighborhood* This is a serious draw- 
back to our most interesting comparisons. 

The average age at death, in different places, and in the several 
ices that are represented on our soil^ is a very important thing 
ascertain. So is the proportion, in numbers, of the deaths to 
iie living* They throw light on the influences under which differ- 
ent human beings are living in the midst of us. But these first steps 
award a knowledge of the vital and sanitary condition of our own 
6tate, can only be gained by means of a complete record of deaths 
pf young and old, high and low, alike. We cannot expect to 
bbtain such a record, till the importance of statistical and sanitary 
ttquiries is generally appreciated. Then, and then only, we may 
tope to see through the whole State — even those portions which 
have hitherto treated the laws of registration with almost total 
neglect — what wo now have in the principal city; officers fulfilling 
Itbeir duties with zeal and completeness, devising the best plana 
Ifor obtaining returns, and watching the workings of those plans 
ith constant care ; and as a result, a fair and full exhibition of 
Hie vital statistics of llhode Island. 
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The record of birtlia shows more improvement, in the returns 
for 1857, than any other part of the registry. The nnmber of 
facts has greatly increasedj and the particulars^ in regard to tfefl 
events reported, are more fully given. The town clerks havejin 
several iDstances^ conformed to the spirit and intention of the 
amended law, and caused their respective towns to be canvassed 
for the special purpose of obtaining the births. To encourage 
such a course as this, the law now provide 3 one separate fee for 
obtaining^ and another for properly recording and returning the 
facts in respect to a birth ; and the compensation is snfficieotly 
large to make it worth while to employ proper agents, and make 
a censua of the births of the year. In the month of January, a 
trustworthy young man might be obtained, to go from house to 
house, and obtain such a rccordj at any rate in all towus at all 
dcQsely inhabited, and in the villages or compact parts of other 
towns; and the fee allowed to the town clerk would afford a fair 
compensation for his time* This is the only way to secure this 
very important part of our registry. The provision of law, which 
obliged parents to report the births of their children, was neve^ 
observed to any extent, and from the natnre of the case could aO 
secure a fair record. A registration of births, secured in that wajj 
would inevitably be biased at the outset; certain classes being s 
much more likely to interest themselves in it than others, that 
impartial record could be obtained to serve as a foundation for' 
inferences as to the relative increase of the different elemeuts i 
the community. It may be well to say here, as the fact does no 
appear to be understood by all those who ought to know the laij 
that physicians are not, and never have been, under any obligatio 
to report births that they attend professionally. There are mmf 
inconveniences and errors sure to arise where physicians ar* 
relied upon for this purpose ; and it is no part of their duty to r^ 
port births. If they are public-spirited enough to feci desirous t(l| 
make sure that the registration of their own towQH goes on well 
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1856. 

2,926, 



1856. 

2,906. 



1857. 

4,026. 



I if they are so well-disposed toward the town' clerk aa to be 
lling to do a part of his work for him, it is very well and very 

praiseworthy. But under the laws of the State, it is the business 
of the town clerk to collect, peraonallj or through agents employed 
by him, the facts in relation to the births of each year; and for 
this he is allowed a special fee, which is large enough in all unless 
the most thinly settled of our towns. The registration of tho 
State will never be as full and reliable as that of Masaacbusettg, 
till all our town clerks act up to the law, as faithfully as we are 
happy to say that several have now done, 

^The number of births reported for 1857, is eleven hundred 

^■rger than in any former year. The to tale for four succesaive 

^Eara, have been as follows : 

^Phe proportion for Providence city, is not near so large as for- 
merly. Of late years, that city has furnished considerably more 
than half the births registered io the EState ; in the returns for 185T 
the Providence births are considerably less than half of alL This 
shows, not that Providence has been less favored in the natural 
increase of its population, nor more remiss in its registry ; but that 
other towns have been more careful. In the whole series of 
Ehodo Island report s^ previous to the present, Providence city 
has furnished sixty-three per cent, of the births; Bristol county has 
furnished about eight per cent ; Kent county^ five and a half; 
N'ewport county, nearly ten and a half; the towns of Providence 
CO unty^ nine ; and Washington county, only four per cent. These 
{iroportions arc exceedingly different from those between the pop- 
ulation of the several divisions of the State. They are also quite 
different from the proportions of tho births j under the improved 
registration of the year now before us. In 185", the percentages, 
throwing out a few fractions, were as follows, being much nearer 
the ratio of the population of the different parts of the State: 
Bristol county, five ; Kent county, nine ; Newport county, fourteen ; 
towns of Providence county, twcnty-three; Providence city, forty- 
two J and Washington county, five- As the city of Providence 
lias long had a well-cBtablishcd registry system, it is to the other 
towns that we niust look for any gi^eat improvement in the future. 
In Providence, the ratio of births to population has been a little 
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more than one to 30, according to the best estimate that can be mai 
of the BQmber of inhabitants in 1857. The ratio of births 
1851 to population by the United States Census of 1850, is as fol- 
lows: for Bristol countj, one birth to 36 inhabitants; for Koa 
one to 42; for Newport, one to 35 j for towns of Provider 
eounty, one to 49 ; for Providence city, one to 25 ;• for Washingtoi 
county, one to 73. For the whole State, the ratio is one birth ii 
1857 to 37 inhabitants in 18*50. Washington county still 
the lead in disregard of the provisions of the registration lai 
Two or three of its towns send returns ^ which show that the to 
clerks have taken an interest in their duties^ and have msdi 
some effort, first to understand, and secondly to fulfill them- Bi 
these are exceptions to the general state of things in that caoni 
South Kingstown, for two years, has made no report of births* 
we leave out Washington county, the ratio of births in the rest oj 
the State, in 1857, to the population by the census of 1850, is ow 
to 34. In Massachusetts, the births for 1857 amonn ted to 35, 
or about one in 28 of the population of that State in 1850* I] 
judge, that not more than three-quarters of the births actuallj' 
occurring in Rhode Island are reported. 

Every case of twins is counted as two births, Wc have ai^o^ 
after much deliberation, and partly in deference to the opinion 
of others, concluded to count the still-bora amor-g the birtlii* 
This I believe is not done in Massachusetts. In studying the laws 
of increase, particularly in examining specific questions, like tliat 
of the proportion of the two sexes at birth, or the influence of 
seasons of the year, we ought to include all births, whether of 
living or dead children. I have been particularly deter mined, 
however, by the following circumstances* A large number of still- 
born children are included in the census of births taken in the 
city of Providence ; they have been counted in our tables, hereto- 
fore, with slight exceptions ; they are included in the tables of 
births in the City Registrar's report j and the return of births sent 
to the Secretary of State furnishes no means of distiuguishiDg 
them, except in a few instances, from the children born alive* It 
was, therefore, unavoidable that nearly all the still-born should be 
included in our tables for Providence, as most of them have been 
heretofore ; and, in order to be consistent, we have taken tlie satue 
course in relation to the whole State* I believe that tlie plan 
best approved^ by the best judges in this country, is to include i^^ 
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still-born in the tables of births ; but to tabulate them in full, by 
themselves, also. The most important facts in regard to them 
are found, in our tables, at the close of the two long tables of 
the causes of death. 

In a large part of our returns for 1857, the number of the child 
is stated, whether first, second, &c. of the parents. It is not 
always indicated whether either of the parents had been married 
more than once, nor whether, in such case, the number given 
shows the number of children of the father or mother. For the 
city of Providence, we have adopted, in the following table, the 
figures given in the City Registrar's report, which indicate the 
number of children of the same mother. To the results there 
given, we have added a little more than an equal number, drawn 
from the returns sent in by other towns. 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF SAME PARENTS. 



i 



First child 829 

Second " 768 

Third " 528 

Fourth " 422 

Fifth " 307 

Sixth " 194 

Seyenth" 141 



Eighth child 95 

Ninth " 61 

Tenth " 29 

Eleventh " 20 

Twelfth " 9 

Thirteenth " 7 

Fourteenth " 3 



Fifteenth child 2 

Sixteenth " 1 

Seventeenth" 4 

Nineteenth '* 1 

Total 3421. 



, Supposing these to represent the number of children of the 

[ same mother, we have an average of a little more than three chil- 

J dren and one third to each mother. The average for the city is 

: almost exactly the same as that for the rest of the State. A par- 

; tial examination of the returns, to inquire into the connection of 

: the nativity of the parents with their average fecundity, shows a 

: greater average number of children to the foreign-born than to the 

i American-born mothers. In the city of Providence, in the first 
six months of the year, according to the City Registrar, the moth- 

; erg of American birth averaged three children each, while those of 

\ foreign birth averaged three and a half children each. In one 

I instance, the child was the seventeenth of the same mother, but 

' these seventeen had been born at eleven births; the mother hav- 

: ing had twins twice, and triplets twice. Both parents were born 

: in England. 



Sex. — In the aggregate of five years and seven months, we have 
14,724 births on record, in which the sex is specified. Of these, 
1542 were males, and 7182 were females. The proportion, then, 
vas, 51.22 per cent, males, and 48.78 per cent, females; or to a 
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hundred females, a hundred and five malea. The male children 
born exceeded the female in every period of registration, excep 
that of seven moil the, from Juno to December, 1853, when then 
was a slight excess of females in the tables. The general abstrae 
ia our retrospect, (page 32^) shows what was the number of eael 
Bex, in every town and county of the State. 

The following table will show the percentages, in each of 
BIX divisions of the State, now made in our tabular yicws. Bi] 
of unspecified sex are omitted, 

BIBTHS. Juke 1, 1S52— Decshber 31, 1S37. 



Males... 



Bristol 

COTlUtJ. 



51.77 
48.23 



Ken* 



5L06 






Toirtui of 



49.7B 
50.24 



51.63 
4S.3H 



ProTSdatiDit 
city. 



51.39 
4^61 



54-20 
ABM 



th6 

I 



The differences are a little singular. Kent county has exhibxl 
an excess of females OTcr males in every period of registratii 
excepting June to December, 1853. 

A table on page 34, shows the numbers of each sex, bo: 
each month, in an aggregate of five years* Jaiinary^ Octo 
and December, show more female than male births. If we div 
the years into periods of four months each, arranging them 
such a way as to make tho strongest contrast, we shall have the 
following result: in the four months, Februaryj, March, April 
May, a male excess of 239 ; in Junej July^ August and Septeml 
a male excess of 170^ in October, Noyembefy December and Ji 
uary, an excess of females amounting to 23, This is the aggregate 
result for five years. 

No distinct connection can be traced^ running through our whole 
recordsj between circumstances favorable to physical health and 
strengthi and a high proportion of male births. Among the facta 
which show such a connection, are those iu regard to the births 
colored children as contrasted with white, to be mentioned imi 
diately. 

In 185 7 J the preponderance of males born was a very H 
greater than in the whole series of our reports, the percen 
being, males, 51.36 ; females, 48,64, 

CoTiOR. — TIio colored inhabitants appear but as a small 
waniug remnant, in the mass of our population. The births of 
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ick and mulatto children, recorded in 1857, were 74; of which 
were malcSj and 42 were femalea. In the whole Ehode Island 
^porta, the births of colored children have been B27 ; and of these, 
JD were males, and 175 were femalegj and 3 were of unspecified 
The preponderance of female a among them is remarkable^ 
contrast with the excess of male births in the general popula- 
[)n. The excess of female persons living, was considerably larger 
proportion, among the colored than among the white, by the 
Iteet censuses, both of the State and of Providence city. The 
rths of colored children, in 1S57, were 12 less than the deaths 
the same class. What is quite singular, in every period of reg- 
istration in this State — leaving out the first, in which the deaths 
^colored persons were not distinguished — the deaths in this class 
a¥e been more numerous than the births, the excess in the whole 
bur years and seven months, from June 1st, 1853, till December 
Jlst, 1857, being 57, 

Pahehtagb.^ — ^Thc following table shows the proportion of births 
Wling under each head, as classified by parentage, in every divis- 
ion of the State, for four years past. 





Amerks&D, 


ForoigB, 


MUiid. 


'Total, 




No. 


Par cetit. 


No. 


Per cent. 


Ho. 


Fef eetit. 


No, Iper cdot. 




&a3 

lft)6 


71-10 

mM 

70.80 
53.54 
4L48 
84.35 


163 
215 
356 
751 
3306 

m 


^.18 

23.00 
43.41 
52 32 
L3J31 


49 
24 
96 
70 

12 


666 
3.32 
6.20 
4.05 
f>.20 
2.3^1 


735 
7^ 
1548 
1730 
0310 
511 


100,™ 
100.00 
300,00 
lOOOO 
lOO.OO 
lOU.OO 


(Thole St^tc 


6064 


mA3 


4S50 


42-02 


MS 


5.55 


11,56^ 1 100 00 



In the above table, casea where the birth-place of both parents 

a& anspecifiedj arc not included ; so that the totals do not com- 

lifle all the births reported for the four years, In those instaucea 

Irhcre the nativity of one parent only was known, that of the other 

been presumed to fall within the same cla.^3 as the known one. 

fhe table ia of interest as throwing some light on the distribution 

ftlie foreign population tbrouy^h our State. It will be seen, that 

aly in Providence city^ have the births of foreign-born parents been 

lore numerous than those of American parents^ in the four years 

st An excess of foreign parentage is found, in the year 1857, 

i the towns of Providence county also, and indeed^ in each of the 

arger tow us of that county ; but in no other place, except the new 
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town of Fall River, I suppose that a full registration would in* 
crease the proportion of foreigu parentage in most of the towns. 

In the year 1857, for the first time, the births in which hotli 
parents were American have been less than half those whoK 
parentage is recorded ia the whole State. The proportions wen 
as follows 1 Both parents American, 49.55 per cent. ; both parenli 
foreign, 44.15 per cent. ; American father aod foreign mother. a*Ol 
and foreign father and American mother, 2.69 per cent. The pro- 
portion of purely American parentage had been slightly leaseni 
for two years before, from 18^54 to 1856, as was sho^Ti in ourlas^ 
report ; but in our present returns, it has diminished a good dea 
more than previously, being four per cent less in 1857, tlianii 
1856. The proportion of foreign parentage has increased; am 
that of mixed parentage, which had been increasing since 1854^ ii 
now almost exactly the same as in the two preceding years. 

The proportion of mixed purentage in four years was stated, ij 
the last table, as 5,55 per cent, of all j the whole number of thm 
cases being 643* Of these, 327 were cases where the father 
American and the mother foreign, and 31G were the eonveree; tlw 
first forming 2.83 per cent., and the second 2*72 per cent, of all 

The next table will show more precisely the birth-plaee of the 
parents of children, born in our State, in 1857, It illustrates the 
kinds of admixture between diiTcreat nations, as well as the pro* 
portion of the representatives of each among our inhabitants* 
The cases where one parent was known as American or foreigfif 
while the nativity of the other pareot was unspecified, are bera 
distinguished; which causes the aggregates of American and for- 
eign, respectively, to differ slightly from those in previous tabkSj 
where such instances are classed according to the origin of the 
known parent. 

PAEEKTAGE, 1857, 



NATTFTTY OP 


KATTVITY or MOTHMtS. 


JtttlKtt 


FATHEItS* 




Iielund. 


aroat 
Erituia, 


BrtdJiti 
AintricA. 


Gormnny. 


Other 


Xfalmowii 


United States 


1933 
35 
4B 
.3 
S 
13 
'23 


61 
37 

g 

9 
5 
3 


36 
20 

2 
1 
2 


18 

17 

8 

33 

i 


i 1 

60 
1 


5 

"l 

'l 
11 


17 

42 


i;iii4 


Great Hnmin *..... 
Britbli America . .. 
Gernmn}^. . , , . ^ .*, 
OtlKr foreign ..... 
Diikiiovvn 




Whole Ho. motlicrs 


90C1 


1444 


292 


77 


68 


IS 


03 


m'i 



ro 



BIRTHS. 



57 



This table is constructed on a plan similar to that of otir pre- 

Sminary table, of the ages of persons married. The parents of 

p32 children, were known to be both natives of the United States j 

liose of 1320, to be both natircs of Ireland; 35 were children of 

rish fathers and American -born mothers, while 61 were the con- 

3rsef and the whole number of cases where the father was 

aown to have been born in the United States, was 2069; where 

iie mother was known to have been born in the United States, 

)64, &c. The births of Irish parentage form about one-third of 

pll of known parentage. Among those who are recorded in the 

Itate, as havini:^ become parents daring the year, are natives of 

mnce, Italj^ Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland, 

fortagal^ Madeira, the Azores, the West Indies, Australia, and 

kfriea* 



Season. — The influence of season on the births, is exhibited in a 

able on page 34, which shows the actual number of births in each 

Donth, in ihe total of a term of five years. It also shows the per- 

antage for each month. In calculating these percentages, we 

ive reduced the months to periods of equal length, so as to show 

he real influence of the time of year on frequency of births. Thus, 

January had more births in the five years than February; but on 

educing them to an equal length, we find January having a smaller 

ler dimn percenfage than any other month, while February has just 

fxi average. The percentages thus equalized, or the per diem per- 

^ntages^ for the several quarters of the year, were as follows t 

rst quarter, 24.56 per cent; second quarter, 24,84; third quarter^ 

f^Ad * fourth quarter, 25 J 1 . The rule still holds good, that more 

rths occur in the last than in the first sis months of the year. 

Btt the smallest number is not found in the second quarter, where 

Jit might be expected, if any marked efi'ect were produced 

py the prevalent sickliness of the months belongini^ to the third 

fcuarter. After a careful comparison^ I cannot convince myself 

bat our returns prove any distinct and generally prevailing con- 

feeetion between the state of health in any season, and the number 

W births taking place nearly a year later. There is no doubt, 

pwever, that such a connection has been shown, in masses of facts 

ollected on a larger scale; and in Providence in 1855, as a result 

^f the cliolera of 1854. 

In the year 1857; the number of births, in the four quarters, was 

8 
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as follows : first quarter, 989 ; second qtiarter, 1009 j third quarts 
1015; fourth quarter, 1013, I suspect, that some causes led to ( 
fuller record of those births that had tahen place in the last parte 
the year, io the country towns* Id PrOTidence city, the births in t 
last half of the year, were 64 less than in the first half; which 
uuusual in the city. The City Registrar attributes this to the ii 
pressed condition of industry, in the city. He mentions the fofl 
lowing curious fact, ^' The number of children, born of Amerie 
parents^ was about 70 more during the firsts than during the hi 
six months of the year j while the number of children of foreif 
parents was very nearly the same iu both periods* I am satisfi© 
from an examination of this subject^ in connection with the mad 
riages and deaths, that in consequence of the depression of busfl 
uess, a considerable number of the American population left ti^ 
city during the last six months of the year ; but, that during 
same time, the foreign population increased instead of diminishing^^ 
This is interesting and suggestive of thought. 

The plurality cases are summed up in a table on page 35. 
the whole five years and seven months, there have been 156 caa^ 
of twins, and 2 of triplets, being one plurality case in 94 birtb 
The proportion of these cases to the whole number of births, 
Tery slightly greater in the foreign, than in the American cla 
The excess of males is somewhat greater in these cases than 
the whole number of births; the proportion being, 52.87 per cenl 
males ; and 47.13 per cent, females* In both the cases of tripletl 
the children were all males* 
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Phb number of marriages reported in each of the four past yeara, 
[been as follows: 

1854. 1S66. ISSfl. 1357. 

1,047. 1,375. 1,535. 1,526. 

; will be seen, that the number recorded in 1857|i3 a very little 

Uler than that for 1856; in spite of the general improvement 

BgistratioD. This does not show anj falling of in the atten- 

i given to the record of this particular class of facts. To prove 

&^ it is enough to say, that in the city of Providence^ in which 

I are assured that clergymen have beenmore faithful than before 

sporting marriage Sj the dimination from the previous year is 

fcftter than that in the whole State. We are confident that the 

number of marriages was less than in the year 1856, in Prov- 

&ca eity, and probably it was less in the whole State ; but tho 

bal diminution in other parts of the State, was more than made 

ar, by fuller registration. 

inquiring what are the causes of this diminution of marriages, 

[are led to notice one of the interesting uses of this record, in 

Wetorical point of view. For nearly tho first three-quarters of 

[year 185 7, no causes were in operatiouj in our State, such as 

commonly supposed to lessen the frequency of marriages. 

summers of 1856 and 1857 were more than usually healthy; 

re waa no pectiliar epidemic visitation. Business was prosper- 

, in appearance at any rate. Manufacturing industry had been 

rsifying its operation s, so as to be less completely dependent 

fthe demand for a few staple products. The crops had been 

^erally abundant, and the most necessary kinds of provisions 

fe growing cheaper. Money, and its supposed representatives^ 

plenty; and speculation, with the hopes of largo profits — 

ays found to be an incitement to matrimony — was prevalent. 

ere had been no threateiiings of war or civil disturbance. The 
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only obvious influences tending to discourage marriage were of aJ 
opposite kind from those commonlj noticed in statistical writingil 
namely, those resulting from supposed prosperityj the general ex- 
travagance in personal indulgences, and dress and household funri- 
ture J which no doubt allnred and deterred many yotmg meu, in 
very Tarious walks of life, from the married state. About the 
beginning of autumn^ a sudden crash took place, which showed 
that much of this supposed prosperity was false and hollow* It 
very soon affected our State very seriously, An almost total sus- 
pension of manofactnriug labor ensued* Large numbers of heads 
of families, at the approach of winter^ were turned out of employ- 
men t^ or put on short pay. The price of labor, in many departs 
ments, was reduced to the lowest living point. A universal dis- 
trust, succeeding to too easy and long credits, put a stop to the 
moat common ope rations of business. The Philadelphia banb 
suspended specie payment on the 27th of September, and Prori- 
dence banks on the 29th* For some months afterwards, Rbode 
Island money was not currently received in other States. 

Now, it has been proved, by the experience of centuries, in othei 
countries, that prosperity, cheap living, abundant employment ^th 
good wages, general good health, and civil quiet, increase the 
number of marriages ; and that the opposite circumstances lessen 
it. This influence can be traced, both on a large scale, in natioGS, 
and also in comraunitie? smaller than our State, and even in towns 
smaller than some of ours; especially those which are peculiarly 
dependent on single branches of manufactures, or other productive 
industry. We might expect then to see a marked diminution of 
marriages in the last quarter of 1S5T, compared with the corres 
ponding quarter in recent years* Unfortunately, the true resaiti 
are disguised by the defei^ts in our registration, and by the gradci 
improvement from year to year, which makes it difficult to compare 
one year with another. The marriages recorded in the State, in; 
October, November and December^ have been, in 1855, 402 ;ii 
1856, 458; in 1857, 429, The marriages in those months wen 
twenty-nine less in 1837, than in 1856; while in the other partsi 
of the year, they were twenty more- In Providence city, whicb is 
on many acconntg the best place for inquiry, the numbers in Octo-i 
ber, November and December, have been, in 1855, 202 ; in 1856, 
200; in 185^, 178. The following table will show that the lasi 
quarter of the year is usually the favorite season of marriages j 
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even in 1857 had a larger number than any other quarter. 
Bat in both city and State, it had a smaller proportion in 1857, 
than in previous years. 



MAKIilAGES, 
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QtJARrEBfi OF 


WnOLE STATE. 


PBOTIBENOl! CITT. 


1863-66. 


1856, 


1566. 1867. 


18S&^* 


1S67, 


1st quarter. .,.,..*. 


2\M 
34.7 
21.2 
2J.5 


20.7 
21.7 
25.3 
29,3 


21.7 

ma 

22.1 

mo 


2L3 
25.6 
2.'5J 
S8.1 
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27.5 
23,7 
31.4 


20.2 


2d quarter. ,..,*.., 
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25,3 
25 5 


4ih qaiirtor. , . . ,.,. 

-Totfil 


^.0 


im.Q 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100,0 



both city and Statej the perceBtage of marriages in the last 
quarter of 1857^ waa less than in any previous year. In hoth, too, 
the third quarter prescntect a much higher proportion of the mar- 
riages than in the preceding year. This higher proportion was 
aceorapanied by an actual iocrease iq the number; amounting, in 
the State to 46. So that, in the quarter immediately before the 
check was given to matrlmonvj thero had been an unusually large 
number of marriages. All this corresponds very well with the 
facts mentioned in the business -history of the year. 

It is almost certain^ then, that the number of marriages in the 
last part of the year 1857, was lessened by the hard times* This 
effect may depend partly on the discouragement to matrimony 
imoQg those who remain here, and partly on emigration to the 
irest or elsewhere, and the return of foreigners to their former 
liomos. This is the first good opportunity wo have had, to see 
t that a full marriage record is an excellent test of the prevalent 
I feeliug of prosperity in a community f and may thuSj in along scries 
of years, become historically valuable. It would be easy to illus- 
trate this at length. 
In the registration reports of England^ are tables which show 
number of marriages, in that country, in every year for almost 
ntury, bcgiuniDg witb 175G, A connection is easily traced be- 
tteen periods of prosperity and hopefulness, and a large number 
of marriages. The close of every important war has been followed 
byaa increase; the ri!!to from ISOl to 1803, being forty per cent. — 
the greatest on record — connected with the peace of Amiens^ the 
fcharge of large bodies of militia, a decliiie of one half in the 
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price of wheat, and the revjTal of national Bpirit, whicli had been ■ 
depressed by previous disasters. Other seasonSj of great increase ■ 
in marriages, followed the acknowledgment of the tndepcndenee of > 
the United StatcSj and the reverses and downfall of Bonaparte, 
Seasons of distress have had the opposite effect^ of which the latest 
remarkable instanee yet recorded, in the reports we have con- 
sulted, occurred in 184G< The potato -crop very generally failed* 
and the wheat-crop was less than the average of a few preceding 
years. It was, from other causes, a season of great financial dis* 
turbances and embarrassment. All these causes began to make 
themselves decidedly felt in the last half of the year 1840^ and a 
great decline in marriages followed. In the words of the Regis- 
trar General, "the great fluctuations in the marriages of England 
are the results of peace after war, abundance after dearth, higb 
wages after want of employment, speculation after languid enter- 
prise, confidence after distrustj national triumphs after national 
disasters. They express the views which the great body of the 
people take of their prospects in the world." 

The number, and the ^er diem percentage^ of marriages falling 
witliin each month; for a period of five yearSj will be found iu a 
table on page 35. 

Age. — The numbers of males and females married in each period 
of life, are shown in onr preliQiinary tables. One such table, in 
the Tabular Abstract, includes the facts for 1857 j and another, in 
the Retrospect, includes those for four years^ 1854 to 1857, mclu- 
sive. The proportions of each sex, in each period of age, are very 
much the same in 1857j as in the average of these four years. 

Of the males who were married, and whose age was reportedi 
in the four years, four per cent, were under 20 years old; forty 
per cent, were between 20 and 25, ; about twenty-nine per cent, 
were between 25 and 30 ; nearly eighteen per cent, were between 
30 and 40 ; not quite five per cent* were between 40 and 50 ; an^ 
four per cent, were over 50. Of the females, twenty-seven per 
cent, were under 20; almost forty-two per cent, were between 
20 and 25 ; seventeen per cent, were between 25 and 30 ; nearly 
ten per cent w^erc between 30 and 40 j three per cent, were be- 
tween 40 and 50; and one per cent, over 50. 

In 1857, two brides were married at 13 years old; their has- 
bands were 23 and 29. Five brides were aged 14; husbands' agesj 
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two 19, one 21, one 22, one 25. Eighteen brides were aged 15; 
and thirty one were aged 16. Among the youngest couples were 
the following, in each of which we give the husbands' age first : 
19 to 14, (two cases;) 18 to 15; 17 to 16; 16 to 17; 17 to 17; 
19 to 15, (two cases;) 18 to 16, (two cases.) Very early mar- 
riages are less common in Providence city than in other towns. 
Thus, the proportion of males married under 20, in the year 1857, 
was in that city, 2.1 per cent. ; in the rest of the State, 5.5 per 
cent. ; that of females under 20, in the city, 22.6 per cent. ; in the 
rest of the State, 30.8 per cent. Fifty-six brides were married as 
young as 16 years of age; and of these, only eight were reported 
from Providence. Washington and Kent counties have the largest 
proportion of very early marriages. 

The two oldest couples were respectively, 82 to 62, and 77 to 77. 
In the former case, this was the third marriage of the bridegroom 
and second of the bride ; in the latter, it was the second of each 
party. It was not, however, destined to be the last marriage of 
the bride; for the matrimonial union, formed in August, 1857, was 
prematurely severed in the following March, by the death of the 
husband, and during the same month the widow was married, for a 
third time. 

In Providence, the average age of the men married, according 
to the City Registrar, was 27.6 years ; that of the women married, 
was 23.8, 



Nativity. — The following table shows the proportions of Amer- 
ican, foreign, and mixed nativity, among those married within four 
years past, in each division of the State. 



MARRIAGES. 1854-1857. 





American. 


Foreign. 


Mixed. 


Total. 




No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


No. 


Per cent. 


Bristol county 


182 
375 
363 
881 
1304 
288 


81.98 
82.78 
54.92 
66.04 
53.93 
89.44 


21 

63 

234 

330 

869 

22 


9.46 
13.91 
35.40 
24.96 
35.94 

6.83 


19 
15 
64 
111 
245 
12 


8.56 
3.31 
9.68 
8.40 
10.13 
3.73 


222 
453 
661 
1322 
2418 
322 


100.00 


Kent comity. 


100.00 


Jewport county 

Towns Providence co. . . 

Providence city 

Washington connty .... 


100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 


Whole State 


3393 


62.86 


1539 


28.51 


4f56 


8.63 


5398 


300.00 



In this table, those cases where the nativity of both the persons 
married was unspecified, are omitted. 
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In the whole State, the percentage of purely American marriages 
was greater m 1854 thaa any year since, viz: 67.26- it lesscQed 
in the following year to 58,7 1, and has siuce then been increasing. 
In 1857, the Ameriean out-numbered the foreign, in every dirisioa 
of the State and in every single town^ except North Providence 
and Fall River. The proportions in the whole State, in that year^ 
were as follows i Both parties American-born 65*24 per cent, 
both parties foreign-born, 25.87 per cent,; American groom mi 
foreign bride, 4.87; foreign groom and American bride, 4*02 per 
cent. 

The cases of mixed nativity, that is, of marriages where one 
party was American-born and the other foreign-born, form, in the 
four years past, 8.63 per cent of all ; the nomber of cases being 
466, In 250 of these, the groom was American and the bride for- 
eign; in 216 it was the other way; the former being 4.63 percent.^ 
and the latter 4.00 per cent, of alL 

We shall next show, more exactly, the nativity of the persons 
married in 1857, 

MARRIAGES* 16-57* 






KATivrrr 


KATTVrrY OF BRIDES. 


mflto 


Of GIIQ03I9. 


Stated, 


ImlancL 


Ormt 
BfiCaiD. 




Other 


nakuowal 


mmto 


United States. . * . 


971 

22 

2 
7 
8 


33 

13 
3 
3 
3 
3 


27 

4 

60 


12 
1 
4 

'! 

1 
1 


3 


2 

2 

'2 


12 
4 

7 




Great Britftitx , . * . 
British America * 
Gerraaiiy., * *. .. 
Other foreign. * , . 
Unknown, . , * . * , 


m 

14 


Whole No. brides 


104Q 


317 


91 


38 


11 


fi 


33 


im 



That is, 971 marriages were between natives of the Unitei 
States } 259 between natives of Ireland ; 33 between grooms born 
in the United States and brides born in Ireland, &e. The natives 
of this country form abont two- thirds, and those of Ireland aboiit| 
onc-flfth, of the whole number. The records contain the names oE 
natives of France, Belgium, Swcdenj Sj^ain, Portugal, Switzerlainlr' 
the West Indies, Chili j the Azores, Siam, and Java* 

In Providence, '' of the whole number of marnages, (614), in ' 
cases, the groom was born in Providence, and the bride elsewherfl ? 
in 82 eases, the bride was born in Providence, and the groom else- 
where ; and in 34 cases, onl^j were both parties born in Pi^o^^' 
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dence. In the remaining (455) marriages^ both parties were born 
elsewhere than in Providence. There were 70 marriages in the 
city, in 1857, in which both parties resided out of the State of 
Rhode Island." 

Number op the marriage. — The following table shows the num- 
ber of the marriage of each party, in 1857. 





MARRIAGES. 


1857. 






GBOOMS. 


BRIDES. Nman 


or THl MAXBlAUm, 


Whole 


NUXBIB or KABSUOI. 


First. 


Second. 


TUrd. 


Not stated. 


number 
grooms. 


First 


1146 

148 

20 

2 

1 


78 

89 

13 

2 

1 


5 
1 
5 


1 
2 
I 

ii 


1230 


Second 


240 


Third 


39 


Fourth 


4 


Not stated 


13 






Whole No. brides 


1317 


183 


11 


15 


1526 



This table is constructed on the same plan as the last. It shows 
that it is somewhat more common for widowers than widows to 
repeat the experiment of marriage ; but only four of them have 
tried that " triumph of hope over experience," — a fourth marriage. 
The grooms who were re-married, are seventeen per cent, of all 
the grooms, in Providence city ; and almost exactly twenty per 
cent, in the other parts of the State. 
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We belieye that the present system of securiog tlie registry of 
deaths, ia the most correct and practicable plaa. The humaa body^ 
after death, should never be disposed of, T?Uhout proper forms 
beiDg first complied with. Beside what maybe due to the memory 
of tho dead, and the feelings of friciidaj it is right and important, 
in the interest of society, for many reasons which we need not re- 
peat here, that the burial of the body should be made known ti 
the proper officers of government ; be recorded for future refer 
ence j and should be re cognized, in short, as a fact that it concerns' 
the public to know, A registry of burials has been commonly 
kept in many large cities, long before the present more thorougli 
systems of registration were established ; and it ia through such a 
registry, that bills of mortality can best be framed. This priuci- 
pie is embodied in our present statute. It is made *^ the duty of 
the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a funeral, or who 
buries or deposits in a tomb the body of any deceased person, to 
obtain the facts required," and to report them to the town clerk. 
The penalties and compensations of the law apply to any peraon 
who takes the part of an undertaker, whatever his position; 
whether a friend of the family^ coffin maker, carpenter, or one wbo 
is appointed an nndcrtaker by the town, or who follows that busi* 
ness regularly- This ought to be understood throughout oor State- 
A burial of a human body, cannot be performed legally, without 
the facts required by the registration law being obtained for record, 
so far as may be ; and the person who buries or who superintends 
a funeral, is responsible for this, and liable to a fin© for neglect 
For doing his duty he ia entitled to a small fee* 

It was formerly the duty of the physician to obtain the required 
information, and report it to the town clerk. But in some cases 
of fatal illuesSj no physician has been called; frequently no one 
has seen the sick person for weeks before death j in many country 
towns, patients die who live at a distance of miles from any phy- 
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sician, and were not visited by one for some timo before death. la 
many such cases, it is found that physiciaiis will not go out of their 
way to ascertain the particdars about the deceased person, and 
report them to the town clerk ; under a law which proTides them 
no conapensation. The proper person to be made responsible, is 
evidently the one who has to do with the dead body ; and whose 
duties therefore begin after the death has occurred, At the same 
time, as a record of the causes of deaths is of high importance, and 
as no one can name the cause so well as the physician, where there 
was one, — ^it is made the duty of the physician to certify the cause 
of death J with its date and the name of the deceased. This cer- 
tificate is either to be left with the family very soon after the death, 
or given to the person who acts as undertaker. This last person 
is answerable for obtaining it, and making report to the town 
clerk, 

tWe believe this plan to be the best that the nature of our insti- 
tiona allows. In some countries of continental EiiropCj one ad- 
ditional mode of verifyiQg the assigned cause of death, prevails. 
Besides the attending physician's certificate, a medical examiner, 
appointed by government, visits the dead body, makes such inq^uiry 
as he thinks necessary^ and forms his own opinion of the cause of 
death. We have a similar rule in the case of sudden deaths which 
may be thought to have been caused by violence or casualty, and 
in deaths occurring in prisons ; except that the coroner who takes 
notice of such cases, is not, as he ought to b(j, a medical man* This 
particular point has been agitated in our country ^ and we hope 
the policy will prevail, so obviously proper, of appointing none 
hut men of medical education to this office. There arc, moreover, 
some good reasons why the coroner, or medical examiner of the 
State, should inquire into deaths preceded by sickness, as well as 
tliose supposed to be caused by violence or casualty. In case of 
epidemic diseases and general alarm, such a rule might be carried 
out 5 but not, probably, in all cases of death in common seasons, 
even in cities, without offense and difficulty. Yet occasional epi- 
demics are far less destructive, and less controllable, generally 
speakiog, than many diseases which we have among us every year. 
When this comes to be well understood, that the diseases common 
la our cities and compact villages^ and along the borders of some 
I ^>f our mill-streams and ponds, cause many oiorc deaths, in a series 
I ^f years, than cholera or other special epidemics, while their canaeg 
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are aa mucli^if BOt more, under the control of sanitary meagares — 
public opinion maj demand a more complete observance of our pres- 
ent registration laws; and even new and more careful modes of 
ascertaining the number, catises, and all attendant clrcnm stances, 
of deaths. 

The number of deaths registered in 1857, was greater than bas 
ever been recorded in any one year ia this State, either under the 
State law, or in any other mode. The figures, in each of the last 
four years, have been r 

1854. lm&. 1S56. 1S&7, 

1,720. 1,846. 2,042. 2,325. 

The increase from 1856 to 1857, was greater than in any year be- 
fore. This cannot have been owing to an actual increase of nlO^ 
tality. Providence city reports 141 fewer deaths than in 1856, and 
fewer deaths than in any calendar year since the beginning of our 
series of registration reports. Bristol county, which does better 
than any other whole county^ reports fewer deaths in 1857 tban 
in 1855, and only one more than in 1856, The increase is, there- 
fore, in those parts of the State which have hitherto been most de- 
ficient. Some towns, as Warwick, Cumberland, North Providence 
and Coventry, as well as the city of Newport, have sent much more 
complete reports than formerly* Though Newport was viaited 
with a severe epidemic of scarlatina, in the latter part of the year, 
we have no doubt, that in the whole State, the mortality of the 
year was less than thaf of the year preceding; and the increased 
number of recorded deaths depended on an improvement in the 
registration, I still think it probable, that a quarter of the deaths 
which took place in the State, in 1857, were not recorded. 

The ratio of mortality to population in this State, cannot be 
estimated from onr data. In the city of Providcncej the deatlis 
were about one to fifty-four of the living population, as estimated 
by the City Registrar ; a very low rate of mortality for a city of 
about 50,000 inhabitants. 

Season* — The excess of deaths, in 1857, over the number in 
1856, was almost confined to the last four montha; the excess fof 
the year being 283, and that in September, October, November 
and December, being 268. Their distribution through the parts 
of the year, was quite peculiar. The following table will sboff 
that the ratio of monthly deaths to the whole deaths of the year^ 
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waa above the average in January, October, November and De- 
cember, and below the average in all the other months* The only 
material excesa was in the last three mouths. In August, the pro* 
portion was four per cent- less than the average; that month hav- 
ing, for four years previous, had 13-57 per cent* of the deaths, and 
in 1H57, only 9.42 per ccui. It is wnconimon for any month to 
surpass Augsist, in mortality. 

^ MONTHLY PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS. 



1853-56. 
1857.,.. 
1S574-.. 
18S7— , , 



Jin, 


7.25 
6-67 

*58 


8.4.1 
7.4S 

' '.95 


Apr. 

IM 
G.24 

V.02 


7.07 
6.92 

^ '.15 


•fVDfl, 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


0.L 


N„. 


Ike. 


7.36 
.55 


fl.56 
6,32 


9.17 


13.57 
9.42 

Via 


10.68 
10*50 

" as 


8,55 
lOfiS 
2.03 


7.2a 

10.28 
3.06 


6.88 
10.07 
3.19 



TfitpJ, 



100.00 
100.00 



The next table shows tlie distribution of the mortality through 
the severa! quarters of the year, in each of the five years past, and 
also in an average of the four preceding 1857. This mode of 
groupiog enableB us to see the results more clearly, and contrast 
the year before us with those' preceding it, mJre easily. We see 
that in every former year, the third quarter, consisting of July, 
August and September, has had more deaths than any other; but 
in 1857j the fourth quarter had considerably more, and had, also, 
a much higher proportion than in any one of the several years next 
preceding. 

PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS IK EACH QUABTER. 



^^ mfi YEAR. 


1SS3. 


1854. 


1S56. 


1856. 


]«53-ia6e. 
IdcIubItO' 


1S57. 


Hi quarter 

»l quurter ♦»,,..., 
3d qtiurter ........ 

4(h quttiter. 


22.19 
21.90 
32.04 
23-27 


20.55 

mm 

41.15 
J 9. 38 


22.35 
21.5-1 
33.21 
22,90 


25.9! 
21.S5 
27.90 
24.78 


23.04 
20.89 
33.42 
23.05 


22.06 
10.48 
27.53 
30.03 


Totil 


100.00 


loo.oo ' iflo.m 1 100.00 


100,00 


100.00 


(^i!^ * 















fiese four quarters may fairly enough be called winter, spring, 

imer and autumn; (the first quarter answering to winter, &c.) 

(beiug remembered that acute diseases are likely to appear in 

lists of mortality a few weeks after the date of their onset, 

therefore to be most frequent, iu these records, a little after 

period when their e^Lciting causes are most prevalent. The 

cessive heat of our summersj evidently has more effect than the 

eat cold of our wiuters, and adds considerably to our mortaUty ; 

Bth by the direct efi^ect of heat in inducing disease^ and by its 
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fftTOring decompoaition, and thtis helping to fill Hub air 
but poisonous impurities. It appears, that in Bhode 
summer of 1857 was marked by less fatal giclaiess 
but the autumn by tnore; the deaths in autumii beo^ 
numerouBj absolutely^ than the year before; and their j 
to the total deaths of the year being eight per ceaL 
the average of four years nest preceding, and modi 
aoy one of those years. By examining the several causes cir€ 
we shall find that diarrhoea and dyeer4tery were less dc 
than in former years ; while typhoid fever, inflqenzay 
bronchitis, eroap, ecarlatina^ were more go ; and th&t 
ably higher proportion of the deaths ascribed to all liiese 
at^ well as to old age, occurred ia autumn^ than was the case ml 
uier years. 

It is curious to note the differences in the comparadre mof 
of the soasons, In different parts of the world- No general 
prevails, but the seasons of greatest mortality vary tmder the 
tluence of local causes, aud according to the kinds of epid 
which prevail the most. Hippocrates and Cclsus called spruig Ael 
mOHt ticalthy and least fatal of the seasons^ and autumn the oppcHl 
site ; and an aphorism of Cclsus arranges the four quarteis of i 
year, ai to their fatality, in the same order that they oocupy ki 
our present results for the year 1857. From the records of set-l 
eral yearS; during the past century, in the cities of Philadelphk,! 
Paris and Borliu, it appears that the greatest mortality falls ii( 
spring at Paris, in summer at Philadelphia and Berlin; the small- 
est, In winter at Philadelphia, and in autumn at Paris and Berlin* 1 
In England, winter is the most fatal^ and summer the least fatal^ of ^ 
tlie four reasons ; but the inequalities are less than in this country. 

A tablemen page 34, shows the number and proportion of deatha 
in each month of the year, in a period of five years. Incompating 
the pcrcejilages, the months were reduced to periods of equal 
length. 



Sex. — The excess of females over males, among those who died, 
was unusually great, in the year 1857 ; there having been, in every 
hundred, 47.83 nmleSj and 52.17 females; while in the aggregate 
of all past results, the percentages were 49. S3 males, and 50.61 
females, While there is this slight excess of female deaths in a 
series of years, in the State at largC; the city of Providence show^ I 
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nearly an equal excess of male deaths, ia the past eighteen years, 
viz ; 60,48 males, and 49,52 females, in each bundredp A siQiilar 
result appears in Massachuaetts ; female deaths preponderating in 
the State, male deaths in Boston, I infer, from a remark of Dr, 
Josiah Curtis, in the Census of Boston for 1855, (page 53,) that 
such a difference between citios and other places, has been found 
to exist generally, I do not know hoT7 to account for this. By 
the latest censuses, the excess of females living was greater in 
Providence than in the whole State, 



Age. — The aTorage age of all who died was, in 1857, 28,95 
years j in the aggregate of five years and seven months, 28.20, 
The difference between the several parts of the State, are a good 
deal less than formerly; and they will undoubtedly go on lessen- 
ing, if registration continues to improve in country towns- Hith- 
erto, Washington county has generally presented, in our tables, a 
mean duration of life twice as great as that in Providence city, 
This inequality is leas in the abstract for 1857. Washington 
county always stands highest, and Providence city lowest, among 
the divisions of the State. Providence shows an uncommonly high 
average, more than four years higher than in 185G, Two impor- 
tant towns, Cumberland and North Providence, with somewhat 
copious returns, give a lower average than Providence, The town 
lowest in the scale, among those where the results are numerous 
enough to be worth anything, is Fall River, where the average age 
at death, in 1857, was juat twenty years. Females have averaged 
a greater age than males; the difference being 3,80 years in 1857, 
and 2,35 years, in the total of all our reports. The average age 
y J in all cases, obtained by adding up the years, months, and days 
of the ages of all the individuals, and dividing by the number of 
persons whose age at death is specified. 

It must not be supposed that the differences in reported longev- 
ity, even if our registration were complete, would measure the 
actual difference in the healthfulness of placeSj or in the influence 
of climate and local circumstances, or occupations and habits, on 
the length of life. Such an idea has been expressed, and moat 
erroneous inferences have been drawn from it. It has been sup- 
posed that the comparatively low average age of those who died 
in certain places, implied an enormous waste of life in those places ; 
when in fact it depended on the existence of a large proportion of 
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inhabitants witliin the marrying age^ a great number of birtha, and 
few old people. These characteristics beloDg to manufacturing 
villages recently grown up^ to all places lately settled by a large 
immigration under such circumstances as attracted mostly youug 
and enterprising people of both sexes, to cities, as compared with 
country towns, and to New England compared with old England. 
The results for Lowell, Massachusetts, were styled by an Englisb 
statistician, " ghastly," because the average age at death was below 
twenty, and in one year as low as sixteen. But at the same time, 
as shown by Mi\ Shattuck, in his admirable Census of Boston, for 
1845, the proportionate mortality there was quite small, Lowell 
had been recently founded, was peopled to a great extent by 
operatives and young families, and of course had few old people, 
and many children and young adults, among its inhabitants- Some- 
thing like this is true of all our large cities. They have a higber 
proportion of young adults and children than country towns; and 
the immigration of foreigners brings them a large mass of persons 
who it is known arc disposed to multiply fast, as well as to berd 
together in the unhealthiest parts of cities. In Providence, the 
City Registrar has presented xhe average age of those who died, 
classed by their parentage; and the average for 1857 was^ 
among persons of American parentage^ SU9 years; among those 
of foreign parentage^ 19.91 years. This continual introduction of 
a young and growing population from abroad, lowers the mcaa 
duration of life in our State, and in all the neighboring States. A 
paragraph ran through the newspapers, a few years ago, statiog that 
the average length of life in Ireland was considerably higher than 
in England ; and many singular explanations were given, with dis- 
Q^uisitions on the dietetic advantages of oatmeal and potatoes, Ac. ; 
the true reason being that Ireland was drained, year after yeafj of 
a large part of its youth. The average would have been strangely 
altered, if all the living children of Ireland had been followed ia 
their wanderings, and those who died were included in the calco- 
lation. 

The proportions dying in each period of life, for five years and 
seven months, are shown in a table on page 37. In 1857; the pro- 
portion of children under five years old, was 36.61 in a hundred 
of all who died, or a little less than in previous reports; that ofj 
persons who died at the age of sixty or over, was about 20 in al 
hundred^ or one-fifth of all; being a good deal higher than commoo*! 
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iie difference ia the city of Providence was quite remarkable j 
where the deaths under five years of age were 40,75 per cent, of 
allj or 5.16 per cent less than in the previous year; while those 
over fifty years of age were 23.14 per cent, or 1 per cent, more 
than the year before, and much more than in any year for a long 
BriDd. ** DuriDg the year 1857/' says the City Registrar, " there 
were 96 deaths in the city of persons over 70 years of age, which 
IS a ranch larger number than in any year siaco registration was 
[icimencedj in 1840/' This difference between 1857 and former 
rs was not so great in other parts of the State as in Providence. 
PThe followirig table will show the proportions of deaths at dif- 
rent ages, in the year 1857, in the State at large, in Providence 
|ty, and in the county of Bristol ; also the proportion of the living 
io came within each period of life, by the latest censuses. 
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DKAIHS, 1B37. PiMoiiAai. 


POPULATIOll UViMQ* 


FlSCKTTA«». 


HRXOns OF LIFE, 


Whole 3tftte. 




Brifltot 
county. 


I860. 


ProYideuce 
city. Iftnfi. 


Briitol COtUlP 
ty. 1850. 


Under 1.**, 


17.3L 
9.05 
9.35 


2t.40 

n.24 

8.11 


19.73 
2.04 
8.16 


..,. 


.... 




1 to 2 * 




^•* ^^. 




K 




B under 5. . . 

■to ID..... 

pi •* 20 , . 


3a.Gl 

4,93 
0.06 
0,95 
SM 

6.88 
6.75 
7.83 
4.59 
1.17 


40.75 

293 

5.95 

10.49 

10.59 

6.16 

7.14 

5.62 

6,38 

3.24 

.70 


29.93 

2.72 
7.48 

11.57 
8,85 
3.40 
6.1^ 
7.48 

14.97 
6.S0 


12.01 

10.56 
20.6t 
20.72 
14.32 

9.m 

6.05 
3.78 
1.79 

.07 


12.93 

10.58 

19.13 

23.52 

15,61 

§.09 

5.02 

2,65 

1.08 

.35 

.04 


10.37 

9.14 
21.22 


% "30... 

30 '* 40 

40 " 50 


22 JS 
14,20 . 
9.24 


50 " m 

flO *' 10..,,.....,. 


6.28 
4.33 


70 •' 80.,*. 


2.2b 


80 ** 90........... 


.54 


99 And over. 


,04 


Total. ,. 


100.00 


lOO.OO 


lOO.OO 


100.00 


100.00 


100.QO 



We have before mentioned the different mortality of the two 
sexes, at different ages* The following table shows the percent* 
age of all the deaths in either aex, which fell within each divisional 
period of age. It also shows the proportion of male deaths to 
female deaths^ in each period of life* 
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Of tbe males, about eight in twentj die under five years of ago ; 
of the females^ less than seven in twenty. This remarkable sex^ 
nal difference has been observed, we believe, lo all States aod 
countries where vital statistics have been collected. It shows it- 
self at a very early age ; the escesa of males being still greater 
among the still-born than among the deaths in the first years of 
life. It is only in part e^splained by the excess of male birtbg. la 
the period embraced in our reports, 105 males have been born to 
every 100 females ; but within the first year after birth, there ha?e 
died about 125 males, to every 100 females* This proves a differ- 
ent sexual orgauization, dating from the very beginning of life* 
The nature of the difference is unknown. The following remarks^ 
by Dr, Gouverncur Emerson, of Philadelphia, are interesting in tiiis 
connection- *^ It is well known that the number of male children 
at birth, considerably exceeds that of female children. Bat tliis 
preponderance of males is soon lost, by reason of their greater 
mortality J so that the numbers of the two sexes, living at the age 
of ten years, are very nearly equal ; and at the fifteenth year, the 
living females outnumber the males about as much as the mules 
did the females at birth. If the particular diseases which prove 
fatal to children be examined, it will be found that those of males 
are inflammatory affections of the organs of respiration, circula- 
tion and nutrition, but more especially inflammations of the brain 
and a]ipendagcs, with the ordinary consequences, serous effusions 
and convulsions. On the other hand, the principal diseases of 
which female children die, in greatest proportion, are hooping 
cough, small pox, scarlet fever^ measles, thrush and consumption*'* | 
The diseases most fatal to young boys are those which attack * 
*^ subjects in whom the energies of life are most highly developed." 
Those most fatal to young girlsj are of the kind '^ moat liable to 
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roTe fatal wherQ the forces of organio life are comparatively 
beble," These remarks are supported by large masses of facts, 
Irawn from different countrieB.* These results, in regard to youog 
children, are curious in a physiolog:ical view. Those in relation 
■) grown persons^ are valuable in the construction of life-tables ; 
and the computations necessary for the safe management of life- 
insn ranee and annuities. 

Twenty-seven deaths occurred at the age of 90 or over, in 1857* 

Thirteen were aged 90 ; sis, 91 ; four, 92 ; two, 94; one, 99 years 

11 months; and one, 103 years, six months, 5 days. Ten were 

aales, and seventeen females. Two died in February ; 4^ in March ; 

I in April } 2^ in June j 1^ in August 5 3, in September ; 4, in Octo- 

gr; 5, in November; 3, in December; more than half in the last 

dird of the year. The causes of death assigned, were, cancer, 1 j 

ifluenza. 1 ; senile gangrene, 1 ; paralysis, 1 ; pneumonia* 1 ; all 

ke rest, old age. The centenarian was a laborer, born in irelandj 

tio died in Providence, in March, 

Color. — Of the S^ deaths of colored persons recorded in 185t, 
were of males ; 46 females* Their average age was 33.25 years, 
lie proportion under five years old was about 29 in a hundred; 
rer sixty years of age, 26 in a hundred ; showing a large pro- 
jption of aged persons among them. In four years and seven 
lontbs, the deaths of colored persons have been 335 ; males, 154; 
aalea, 178 ; of unknown sex, 3 ; the deaths being fifty-seven 
jre than the births of colored children. An ezamitsation of the 
rth-placcs of the colored adults who died, or who married, or 
pcame parents, daring the year, indicates that the tendency 
pward zero, shown by this comparison of the number of deaths 
nd births, is in part counteracted by immigration from the 
juthern States. One or two persons of partly Indian blood are 
eluded with the colored ; and the distinction of black and mulatto 
I seldom noted in the returns. 

Natititt. — Our first table in the retrospect, shows the number 
^ deaths of American-born and foreign-born persons in each town 
Bd county, in a period of five years and seven months. The pro- 



I * See Report of Committee on Medical Sciences of Amerfeati MedlcM Association, 1850, 
y UiiBer Farflongi, M. D, Tho part of thia report relating to ritiil stiitlstJca was commnnlr 
I by Dr, Emerson^ a mcmtwr of tlio commitiee. 
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portions of foreign deaths in that time to the whole number of 
ilralliii of petvond whose natiritj was specified^ were as followB: 
ift Bffiitol ooitiitjri 7.7 in every 100; in Kent county^ 8.G ; in New 
port eoimlfy 8.7 j in the towns of Providence county, 1^,6; in the 
city of ProTidence, 22»7; and in Washiagton county, 2*2 in every 
100, In the whole State, 18J in each 100 were of foreign birtb; 
leating, of coorge^ SI. 9 per cent of American birth^ tittknoini 
Bftttritiea being exclnded. The persons of foreign birth living m 
Ae State in 1850, were 16.17 in every hundred of all the inhabi- 
tuito. The per centage of foreign deaths in the year 1854, whm 
cbolerA prevailed, stood as Mgh as 26.96 ; in each year since thai, 
the percentage has been about 16, namely, in 1855, 15«66 ; in ISSfi^ 
IS.S4; and in 1857, 15.9L In the year 1857, the natives of the 
United States who died in this State, were 1913* The natives of 
freland were 280 ] of Great Britain, 60 ; of British America, 11 j 
of Germany, 4 ; Prance, 3 ; West Indies, 2 ; Italy and Norway^ 
each L 

Parentage. — The birth place of the parents of those who died 
IB stated more frequently than in former years. We have found 
reaaons to suspect that sometimes the term parentage, in the 
blanks, was not properly understood by the town-clerks, some of 
whom omitted making this entry on that acconnt, while others 
may have filled it out erroneonsly, in a few instances* It is in- 
tended that in cases where both parents of the deceased persons 
were born in the Uaitcd States^ the parentage shall be entered ai 
American; 'Am.' is stifl&clent. Where both were bora in Ireland,^ 
* Ir,* may be entered- If the father was born in the United States 
and the mother in Ireland^ *A. and Ir-* will indicate this. 

Wo have the parentage of 1902 persons who died in 1857 re- 
corded* Clasaifying them by the birth-place of the fathers^ 1215 
were of American parentage; ^M of Irish; 112 British; 14 Ger- 
man J 7 British American ; G French ; 3 African \ and 7 other for- 
eign. Thus, while the deaths of Americansj if we classify them 
by nativity, were 84.09 per cent, of all; if we classify them by 
parentage, they were but 63,88 per cent, of alL The deaths of 
Irish-born persons were about one-eighth of all the deaths, but 
more than a quarter (27*23 per cent.) of all who died were chil- 
dren of Irish fathers. In Fall River, our first table gives less than 
a fifth of the deaths as foreign, defining them by the nativity; white 
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>ne-half of the deaths in that town were foreign, if we class them 
by parentage. The average age at death, among those of foreign 
parentage in that town, was 15.73 years ; among those of Ameri- 
san parentage, 24.57. Every one of the natives of the United 
States whose parents were Irish, who died in that town, was a 
3hild. Most, if not all of them, were probably living in Irish fam- 
ilies, under the circumstances and influences belonging to the class 
of which their parents were members. The facts for that town 
wre a fair specimen of the facts elsewhere, except that the propor- 
tion of foreign families is larger than in most other places, and the 
effect of this large alien element is more obvious. We have already 
mentioned the great difference in the average age of those who 
died in these two classes, in Providence city. In the American 
class, less than a third of all who died in that city, were children 
onder five years of age ; in the foreign class, more than half. In 
the American class, more than a fifth of all who died had survived 
the sixtieth year of life ; in the foreign class, a little more than a 
tenth. 

Still Born. — The excess of males over females among the still- 
born, is the most remarkable fact we notice in regard to them. 
In five years and seven months, the percentages have been, males 
62, and females 38 ; or 163 male to 100 female children. The 
numbers have been, males, 403 ; females, 247 ; sex unspecified, 29. 
In five years, the still-born and premature births, reported as such, 
have been thus distributed through the months : in January, 40 j 
Pebruary, 48 ; March, 58 ; April, 50 ; May, 53 ; June, 48 ; July, 60 ; 
August, 75 ; September, 53 ; October, 45 ; November, 55 ; Decem- 
ler, 55. 
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In undertaking to represent the statistics of the causes of death, 
wc come to deal with facts which are much harder to define^ and 
more surrounded by uncertainties, than those which have occupied 
us hitherto. The fact that a death has occurred, and that the ii 
dividual was of such an age, sex, and origin, may be believed of 
the strength of information given by his friends and neighbors. 
But when we are told that he died of conaumption, or pneumoma, 
or old age, we cannot be so certain of the term being correctly 
used. This vagueness in the use of words is bad eBougb^ eyen 
among educated physicians ; but when we arc collating the returns 
drawn from many towns, the causes of death certified by medical 
attendants of all sorts, and in many cases by none at all, we hare 
so great chances of uncertainty, as to sometimes lead statisticiimS 
to despair of obtaining any general truths from such sources. But 
the experience of England within the past twenty years, shows 
conclusively that proper regulations of law, aided by the active 
interest of physicians, may secure most valuable general results in 
regard to the prevalence of diseases, even throughout a populoi 
country. The State of Massachusetts has presented the statistii 
of fatal diseases very fully, in the admirable Registration Report! 
which have been issued for fifteen years; though their value 
much lessened by the fact, that the laws of that State do not re* 
quire a certificate of the causes of death to be given by the physi- 
cian. These statistics enable us, first, to show the reason of many 
of those peculiar infiuences of age, sex, situation, &c., upon tke 
mortality, which our tables of deaths prove to exist, but do not 
explain ; and, secondly, to show the habitudes and laws of the 
several diseases themselves. 

In classifying the causes of death, we have adhered to the plaa 
followed for many years in England, and adopted in Massachnsfitts 
and in the former Rhode Island reports. We liavo made onlyona 
or two changes of detail, of which the most important one ie, W 
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^Pt puerperal feyor under the head of zymotic dbeasea} where it 
certainljr belongs. The evidence of the infectious or communica' 
ble character of this disease is conclusive, and the fact is one of 
BO great practical importance, that we deemed it our duty to em- 
hody it in our classification. 

Within a few years, a slightly different classification of diseases 
has been followed in the English reports, and our friends in Mas- 
sachusetts have adopted this new plan, without waitiDg for the 
decision of any statistical congress on the subject. At the Oon- 
gregs held at Paris, in 1855, which brought together many of the 
ablest statisticians of Europe, this plan was submitted by its 
author, Mr. Farr, of England, and another plan by M. Marc d' 
Bspine, of Geneva. Each of these eminent gentlemen had directed 
the registration of causes of death in his own country; and they 
had been specially charged with the duty of presenting to this 
Congress a plan for the classification of diseases.. The two agreed 
on a nomenclature, or list of names of causes of death, to be rec- 
ommended for use in difi'erent countries. They agreed on the fol- 
lowiog general divisions of deaths : L Still-born, 2. Deaths by 
csongenital debility, 3, Deaths by malformation. 4. Deaths by 
old age. 5. Deaths by violence ; divided into suicide, homicide, 
war, legal executions, and casualties, 6. Deaths by distinctly 
specified disease, 7, Deaths by diseases not distinctly speeiiicd,, 
8. Deaths by unknown causes. But they submitted two essentially 
distinct systems for the arrangement of fatal diseases. The English 
statistician classihes them as zymotic or sporadic, — terms which we 
have defined in former reports. This division is certaiuly the 
^ jaoat directly instructive in all relations of the subject to public 
ealth. The Genevan plan divides diseases into acute or chronic, 
listinction more easily determined, since it depends mainly on 
duration of the sickness. The Congress adopted the no men- 
(tture, but adjourned to a future congress the consideration of 
Bse plans of classification. Neither, therefore, according to our 
test intelligence, has received the sanction of this body. It has 
Bmed to me better to wait till some more decisive conclusion is 
^own, before changing the plan followed in former reports, for 
le which is rather more complicated^ and in some respects less 
iisfactory to my own mind. The excellent Kentucky Reports 
llTe not adopted the new propositions of Mr, Farr. The most 
pominent differences between this new plan and that followed in 
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the earlier EoglisU reports, are these. It creates a system of cks! 
ea and orders, — five classes, each divided into orders; which cooi- 
plicatcs tbe arrangement rather more. It enlarges the definition 
of zymotic diseases, so as to include, not merely those prodocedi 
by specific causes, but certain results of insufficient or improper 
diet, scurvy, intempemnce {alcohoHsnms) and others. It creates a 
new class, called developmental diseases ; — " special diseases, the 
incidental result of the Ibrmative, reproductive and nutritive pro- 
cesses/* whioh includes the still-born, malformation, teething, child- 
birth^ old age, tfec. It makes another class, entitled, constitutional 
diseases^ divided into two orders; one the tubercular^ and the 
other not so well defined, styled diathetic diseases, including cai 
cer, dropsy* gangrene, &c. 

In our present report, in addition to the usual tables of caua< 
of death, for the year 1857, we have others» including the resulti 
of past registration. In one long table, we show the several causes, 
arranged in clasaes, and give ihe number of deaths by each caiae 
and each class of causCw^, arranged by counties, by sex, and hy age. 
This table covers a period of five years and seven months. An- 
other table shows the number of deaths in each monthj by every 
one of certain selected causes, for five years past In former re- 
ports, our comments on this part of the subject were a good deal 
lengthened by the partial review of preceding reports; but wr 
can now refer to the preliminary tables for a pretty complete 
abstract of the facts hitherto observed in Rhode Island. 

The following table shows how many deaths in each hnndrei' 
from known causes, were ascribed to each class of causes, in tho 
whole State and in every couoty, in the sum total of our reports* 
It also shows tbe same thing for the whole number of diseases of 
the respiratory organs, zymotic and others included j for the wlioli 
number of diseases of the digestive organs j and for one single dia- 
case, consumption, which in itself, it will be seen, is more fai 
tJian any but two of the classes of causes of deatL Similar calcu- 
lations may be made in regard to other single diseases, from tin 
figures in the preliminary tabic which begins on page 38, 
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PEKCENTAGE OF DEATHS BY SEVERAL GLASSES OF CAUSES. 
JCSK lav, IBSS— DKcxltaBS 31st, 1837. 
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19.16 


30 61 
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III Newport county, the deaths by zymotic diseases are slightly 

lore numerous than those by sporadic diseases of the respiratory 

organs; in Providence county, the peculiarities of which depend 

ilmost wholly on the large city, they are a good deal more niimer- 

uus; while in all the other countiesj the deaths in the respiratory 

^iass, considerably exceed those in the zymotic. In Kent, con- 

Bamption alone is charged with two per cent, more deaths than 

the whole class of epidemic, endemic and contagious diseases. The 

proportion of deaths by all respiratory diseases, zymotic included, 

pretty uniform in the aeveral counties ; that of deaths by all 

iige stive diseases, is in marked excess in the county (and city) of 

Providence. Consumption is charged with exactly one-fifth of all 

be deaths by known causes, which is undoubtedly a higher pro- 

' portion than the truth. The high proportion attributed to old 

i^agq iu Washington, Newport and Kent counties, shows imperfect 

egistrationj — implying a larger ratio of deaths of old people than 

an have really occurred, owing to the neglect of deaths of chil- 

Idren, and also implying a habit of using this convenient term in 

[many cases where some specific disease really produced the death, 

iTTe think it^ thereforej a good sign of the state of registration, and 

not any proof of lessening longevity or health, that this ratio of 

deaths attributed to old age, out of Providence city, is diminishing, 

I ^0 that in 1857, no one county has quite a tenth of its deaths 
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ssdgned to this caase. The proportioli aBcribed to extemil or 
Tialeot eatises is prettj nniform, if we eoasider the differeit lia^ 
l>itities of the several towns, arising from the Taiying kindn of \sirmt 

bor commonly followed in them, ™ 

Our preliminary table, which begins on page 38, affords inter- 
edting material for studying the canse of mortality at different 
ages. The deaths by specified eanseg in each period of life, may | 
he analyzed, and the proportion dne to each several ea^ge (>r 
class of causes be ascertained. We shall not try to do this fdl] 
Of the deathj^ by koown causes in children under ire, more 
half (50.8 per cent.) were assigned to zymotic diseases ; more 
a fifth (20*4 per cent*) to diseases of the nervous sygtem; more 
than a tenth, (10,7 per cent) to sporadic diseases of the respira- 
tory system; not quite a twentieth (49 percent.) to sporadic 
diseases of the digestive organs ; and 2.2 per cent to accidents, 
violence J and maltreatment. 

Of the deaths between twenty and forty years of age, 11.9 per 
cent were charged to zymotic diseases; 6.1 per cent to those of 
the nervous system ; 52,5 per cent, or more than half, to those of 
the respiratory class ; 3.00 per cent, to those of the generatiTi 
system; 7.1 per cent, to external causes, &c. Of the deaths ai 
seventy years old and over, 8,3 per cent were ascribed to zynio* 
tics J 1L2 per cent to diseases of the nervous system; 15,5 petj 
cent to respiratory diseases ; and 40.4 per cent^ or more than 
two-fifths^ to old age. Of the particular diseases moat fatal at the 
last-mentioned stage of life, apoplexy and paralysis were charged 
with 99 deaths; consumption (quite incorrectly we believe) with 
89 ; dropsy with 62 ; heart disease with 55 ; pneumonia and pica 
risy with44; dysentery with 21; while 418 deaths were attribu- 
ted to old age. No doubt many of these last ought to have heea 
put under other heads.* 

We have not time to follow out these instructive inquiries, like 
analyses might be made of the causes of death in the two sesos^ 
and in the different seasons, as well as at each single period of life. 
But we must be content with leaving these materials in the pre- 



* Ie Day's Treatise on the diseases of old age, is a table of the caasesof death inpeisons 
CO years old or more, drawn from the English Registration Reports for fiye years; mi ^' , 
cording to that table^ the proportion of the deatbs in thia period of lifo, attriboted w dd j 
age, was larger In Eoglond than in onr gwn reports. 



Ht8570 CAUSES OF DEATH. ^^^S^^^B 

^HimiQarj tables of the BetroBpect, and say a few words of the pecu- H 
^Karities of the year 1857. 1 
^B It has been seen that the proportion of deaths recorded in H 
^nutumn, was imiisuallj high the past year. This may have been H 
^Hiartly owing to tho improvement in registrationj oanaed by the H 
^■imeFidcd law. But the uousually small propartioQ in Angus t^ tho H 
^Biigh ratio in autnmn in Providcoco city, where records have been H 
^wery complete for some years, and a careful examination of the H 
^BSBigned causes of death, conyince me that the last quarter of the H 
^K^ear was actually more destructive to life than is common in this H 
^Btate* The fallowing table may throw some light on the reasons H 
^H>f this. ■ 


1 


wbiQh vas mtoitbe^ to ea^fa emm. 


PercentAge of the dcatbfl by gAch ^M 

cunae that occ urrcd i n tbe foa rUi ^H 

quarter. ^H 


In wM pwt l«IK»ttA. 


Iti 18&7* 


um-68. 


1357. 1 


^^Kn^QCiiza, broach ttia^ \ 
^H^ pleumy, pneumo- .. 

^^^mlrl nan 


8.03 

C60 
60S 
2.S7 
7.73 


11.37 

5.75 
7.11 
3M 
5M 


29.2 

23.2 
21.5 
42.7 
19.3 


30.9 ^^B 


^^^^af latind. h ^ ^ . . ^ . « . « , 




^H By this table, it will be underatood that 11,37 in a hnndrcd of H 
^B|ll the deaths, in 185T, were assigned to infltieazaand the diseases H 
^B^rouped with it ; while, in the aggregate of all former reports, only H 
^H.QS in a hundred were so assigued ; and that of all the deaths by H 
^Bhese same diseases^ 42.1 in a hundred took place in the fourth H 
^■quarter in 1857, but only 29,2 in a hundred in the four years pre- H 
^Bcediog. All the causes of death mentioned in this table, were un- H 
^■Usually fatal in the fourth quarter, compared with other parts of V 
^Bibe year ; and all except diarrhtea and dysentery were more fatal ■ 
^BitL the year as a whole than they had been previously* The unu- H 
^Banai fatality of these causes in the last three montha of 1857p occa- ^^ 
^Bsioned the nnnsual distribution of the deaths of the last year. ^^M 

^M hJluBfiza caused fifteen deaths. Twelve of the victims were V 
^B females. Seven were children under 5 years old, seven were over H 
^■60p leaving but one in intermediate periods of life. Two-thirds of H 
^■these deaths were in the city of Providence, in which the influenza H 
HB.tiiounted to an epidemic, in the last three or four months of the H 
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year. Four-fiftha of them occurred in the last quarter of the yea.r; 
and of the 133 deaths ascribed to pnoumouia and bronchi tl», 53 
were in the same quarter* Influenza is particularly dangerous to 
old persons, and of the deaths assigned to old age, one-third were. 
in the last quarter of the year — some of them andoubtediy iiastoaedi 
by the same epidemic influence. 

The degree of moisture and heat in a year, may naturally be m 
posed to have some part in cauaing or increasing the preralence of 
a disease, which has bo much the character of what we commonly 
call a cold^ From the meteorological reports of Professor Caa4 
well, of Brown University, I learn that in Providence, the temper- 
ature of the first half of the year was lower than the average 
twenty-sis yeara past; that of the last half was higher. The meai 
temperature of the first quarter was 2.4 degrees below the aver- 
age ; of the second quarter, 3.2 below the average ; of the tHi 
quarter, about half a degree above ; and of the fourth quarter, 3 
degrees above the average ; of the whole year, nearly a degree 
below the average. The greatest deviation from the usual range 
of temperature was in January, that month being the coldesi 
known for a quarter of a century, and 1L2 degrees below thfl] 
average for January. February was six degrees warmer than ihQ 
average of February. August was two degrees hotter than its; 
average; but no days of extreme heat were recorded through tlie 
summer. The amount of rain and snow which fell was in excessf, 
in fixst quarter, 2.19 inches; second quarter, 2,37 inches; third 
quarter, 1*01 inch; and in the last quarter was 1.36 inch less than 
the average* It may be that the large amount of rain, falling in the 
first nine months of the year, with the low average temperature, 
held back the natural evaporation, which waa then increased byj 
the warm autumn, at a period when the nights are lengthening and 
the damps of evening arc particularly dangerous. This may pos- 
sibly have had some agency in causing the prevalent unhealthiiiesa 
of the autumn of 1857, but such speculations are quite uncertam. 



i 



The common summer-complaints, cholera infantum^ cholera morb 
diarrhma and dtjseiitenj, were charged with only abont nine perl 
cent, of the deaths by known causes, instead of about thirteen per 
cent, as in former reports. The percentage was almost as saiall ^ 
the year before. The lessened proportion of deaths by these dis- 
eases was quite remarkable through the summer months; and may I 
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be partly owing to the absence of very severe heat. In autiimti, 
as shown by our last table , diarrhoea and dysentery became more 
fatal than they are usually io that season. I am informed that 
dysentery was quite severe ia some part of Hopkiuton, early in 
the autumn, and have written to that town to learn the particulars, 
but recdvcd no answen Three females^ all over 50 years old 
two of them fiisterH, wore reported as dying of dysentery in that 
town, in autumn. 

SearlaUna became quite prevalent and fatal in the last part of 
the year, more than a third of the deaths by it occurring in 
November and December. It was particularly severe in those 
months in Newport county and Warwick, Of the 47 deaths by 
scarlatina in Newport county, 4 occurred in October, 13 in Novem- 
ber and 15 in December* The deaths in that county were, 23 of 
males, 24 of females; 30 below five years of age, 13 between five 
and ten, 3 between ten and twenty; and one — a married woman 
of Irish birth— at 38. All but two were natives of the United 
States; all white; 30 of American and 17 of foreign parentage- 
Thirty-seven died in Newport city; 15 in the first wardj 6 in the 
second, 3 in the third, 3 in the fourth^ and 10 in the fifth ; six died 
in Pall River. I have reason to suppose that many more deaths 
I by scarlatina occurred than were reported. In Warwick, 19 
deaths were recorded, of which 3 were in Octoberj 7 in November, 
and five in December* Every town in Providence county had at 
at least one death by scarlatina; 18 occnrrcd in North Providence, 
and IG in Cumberland, The deaths in the towns of this county 
were more equally spread over the year, some occurring in every 
liOQth; 11 in Juue, 7 in September, 7 in December. In the aggre- 
gate of four years prcvions^ only 4 deaths by scarlatina had been 
j I'eported as taking place in September, in the whole State* Prov- 
idence city had fewer deaths by this disease in 1857, than usual ^ 
5ind none were reported from Bristol county. In the State, the 
parentage of 139 wag stated^ of which 83 were American, 56 
foreijm. 



A single death by 7jellow fever was reported in Providence ; a 
laftriiier, born in England, aged 28; who died ia the Marine 
I^Qspitab 



lATION REPORT. 



The eotir€ absence of deatba by small pox and varioloidf in tlie 
returns for 1857^ will be observed* This, and the sraall proper- 
lion of deaths br sumiiior-complaints in the citj of Proyidencej 
gmtifjing circumstances- 



ai^J 

are™ 



Tlie differences in the caasea of death, in STiccessiye years, ; 
found principally in the class of zymotic diseases. In respect to 
other diseases, the particulars are so fully given in our prelimin- 
ary tables, both for the year 1857, and for the aggregate of regis- 
tration in this State, that it is unnecessary to make further com* 
ments ou them. Under the head of brain ^ diseases qf^ are pnt ono 
case of 'tuberculosis of tlie brain," age ifi, and three cases of 
softening, ages 2, 34, and 83, One which we tabulate as ^pireaf 
eomij diiease (f^ 15 reported, ^' disease of spinal marrow, terminating 
in delirium tremens, totally disconnected with the use of alcoholic 
drinks/^ Two cases of trismus nascentium are placed under the 
head t€ianu$ ; other cases were from injaiy. Two cases of imj^r- 
ftci cjqmnsioH t^fluBg^ were reported ^' atelectasis pulmonnm/^ and 
*^ parmlf sis of lungs," Under keatt^ diaeaae qf^ we have hypertropliy^ 
valvular disease^ Of^sification of valves, carditis, and ** dropsy on 
the heart" Most of tiie cases of disease of the throat were returned 
as quinsy, — three in the town of Warren. Under lit^Tf dueas^ 
are two of chronic hefmtitis* two of cirrhosis. Of the deaths 
disease of the Udmeifs, 7 were Brighi's disease, one was reportei| 
nephritis. Two by disease of the skin^ were reported eczci 
Had pemphigus, UndeF the name of child binh, are deaths bj 
puerperal eoovulsious^ abortion and hemorrhagev puerperal debil^ 
i$f and diarrha^a, aad rupture of the uterns, — one froia each cause ; 
bosides nine returned simply as child birtl^ and eight by pnerperal 
feTer» wbieb we plftoe ftsioiig lymotic diseftsea* 

Besides the aboTe iostaiioea, wlucb may be of interest to a med- 
ical ittqoireri a long list m%fat be made of queer plnses and speci* 
mesa of original ortbo^rmphy. Ab long 13 phy^iciaBS negieel to 
OBftiiy cawea of dealli, and to write tbeift plainly wiien they use 
tttdaical lernst tbese errors mvsl be expected. I gire the fallow- j 
lag as specimens of ib^e cnrioiiti^ fro» Ae retans for 1857 •-*« 
djspsey, crcnk diof^n, seroffnlas* Moeel^ mm oonoimptioni tipp^ 
ferer^ p«nitisis« diapbirnqmiie^ estri^ dioloim phantoa^ acute 
bTdr«ftH\ 9fa$aodiCv P. MeoKNiia, aIbo«ii»km, ctmrnp eonvulsiou 
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^P Old age was named as the cause of death in a larger number of 
cases than usual; although in those counties where it appears to 
have been usually charged with too high a proportion j on ac- 
^—count of the negligence which we have adverted to elsewhere, its 
^mroportion of deaths was smaller. In Providence^ the deaths of 
^Bged persons were uncommonly numerous* There were more 
^^deaths by old age in the closings than in the first months of the 
year J though a few old persona must have had their deaths has- 
tened by the extreme cold of January. But the unexplained epi- 
demic influence which caused so much extra mortality, ascribed to 
various heads, near the end of the year, was more fatal than the 
severe cold and storms of the previous winter. 

Among the external and violent causes of dcath^ several are 

gpecificd in the original returns more minutely than they could be 

our tables* Under the head of camalty^ nine deaths were 

baused by falls under various circumstances; five j by the fall of 

^Bome heavy body — as a derrick^ stone, wagon-body^ &c, — on the 

person ; two persons ware operatives, injured in mills, their ages 

being 13 and 55 ; two deaths were caused by the explosion of a 

pteaoj-boiler in Providence ; six^ by various injuries sustained on 

lilroadSj &c. Three cases of injury, followed by lock*jaw^ were 

|)laced under the head of tetanus ; the several injuries being, cut- 

*ting the foot, amputation of the arm, and injuric.'? in the upsetting 

[)f a carriage- One death by poisojilng was that of a child ^ to whom 

J ton oil was given by mistake for castor oil ; one, of a woman 

rho accidentally took an over-dose of opium; one was a case of 

^ead poisoning, in a painter, aged 36, One man is said to have 

lied by ^'asphyxia, from gas in the engine-room/* Tliree men 

rere reported as frozen to death, on January 1st, 2d; and 18th, 

)ther deaths were caused by exposure to cold, combined with in- 

Itemperance or disease- That of one child was reported as ^^ mal- 

Itreatment by quack-doc tress," Three suicides hanged themselves ; 

lone took arsenic ; one suicide is reported to have been the second 

or third in the same family. One entry is that of the murder of 

[ft wife by her husband, and the next is that of the suicide of tho 

Uttsband, who is styled a widower of a quarter of an hour. 
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In our preliminary tables for 1857, we have shown the results 
in respect to occupations, as connected with the age at death, and 
also with the cause of death. The following table exhibits the 
average age at death, in a few of the more common occupations, 
for a period of five years and seven months. Ages under twenty. 
years are not included in the calculations ;. and it is believed that 
all the instances comprised in the computations for this table, 
were deaths of males. 

V OCCUPATIONS. JuNB 18T, 1852— Dbcbmbbr 318t, 1857. 



OCCUPATIONS. 


No. of cases. 


Average age 
at death. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


No. of cases. 


Average ago 
at death. 


Accountants 


32 

29 

16 

102 

389 

16 

33 

452 

50 


37 87 
50 62 
47.19 
50.35 
65.10 
55.44 
32.76 
42.88 
36.26 


Manufacturers 

Mariners 

Masons 


21 
78 
37 
65 
31 
25 
33 
18 
22 


50.90 


Blacksmiths 


47.06 


Batchers 


50.92 


Carpenters 


Merchants 

Painters 


53.61 


Fanners 


45.03 


Grocers 


Professional men 

Shoemakers 


54.92 


Jewelers. 


53.97 


Laborers ^ 


Tailors 


55.55 


Machinists 


Traders 


50.59 



The term "laborer," represents, of course, very various sorts of 
occupation, differing in the several parts of the State. In 1851, 
the average age at death of those reported as laborers, was about 
five years less in Providence city, than in the rest of the State. 
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THE REaiSTKATION LAW OF RHODE ISLAND* 



EEYISED STATUTES, TITLE XIT., CHAPTBH 7G. 



Segtio!^ 1, The town eLerki of tfae several towo^, or In Ueu thereof| any per^ 
a whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town may, 
Ota the written recommendation of an authorised committee of the Rhode Jaland 
edical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized and required to 
(tain, chronologically record and indexj as required by the forms prescribed by 
e third section of this chapter, all information concerning births, marriages and 
satha occurring among the inhabitanta of their respective towns ; and on or before 
le first Monday of March, antiually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the 
cretary of state, for each year^ ending on the thirty-first day of De<!ember| accom- 
Lnying the same with a list of those individuals rcqtiired by law to make reruma 
them, who have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object 
the law as they may deem Important to communicate^ 

Skg. 2* It shall be the dtity of the secretary of state to receive the retnms made 
L pursuance of the preceding sect ion , and annnally, with such assistance as shall 
i rendered by any authorized committee of the Khodu Island Medical Society, to 
ake and publi?ih, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and 
sport thereof, in form m prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also 
Uiae said return.s to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be 
lide, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved 
I his office, tor which he shall receive the sum of fitty dollars* 
8eo. 3> The blank ibrms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
lall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of state to cicrgj'men, physi- 
-Wis, undertakers, town clerks, clcrkn of the society of Friends, and other persons 
Squiring them, substantially after tlie following forms, viz ; The record of a Mrth 
laJl state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or 
^ born, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and birth place of 
>e parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
%ord q£ A marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residencef 
^d official station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the par- 
^1 age* color, occupation and residence of earh, condition, (whetlicr single or 
l^wed,) what marriage, $f second, third or other marriage, the occupation, birth- 
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plaee and name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same caa 

be ascertaiDcd. The record ot' deaths shall state the date of death, name and sur 
name ot deceaaedj the sex, color and condition, (single or mamedi) age, tx-cupation 
place of dc^ath, place of birtfi, names and birth place of pareotSf disease or cause < 
death, and the time of recordings 90 far a^ can be ascertained^ 

0/ Marriages* 

Sec* 4* Everj- society of Friends, cle toymen, and all others^ authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a faitldol record of every such rite performed by 
theni, m manner and Ibrm aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second 
Mood a V of cTcry month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the town in 
which such rite shall have been performed^ and no marriage shall bo sokimnis^cd, 
until the parties j^hall have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemai^ 
it, or to the clerk of a aoenety of Friends, a certificate containing the informatioi 
required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this 
chapter^ 

0/ Births, 

Sec. 5. ItshaU be the duty of the derk of each of the towns, annually, in the" 
month of January^ to collect the facts required by section third of tliia chapter, in 
relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the t hi rfy- first day 
of Dci.^ember next preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the 
clerk shall receive ten cents to be paid by the town In which the birth is recorded. 

0/ Deaths. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the state ^ it shall be the duty of tBe 
physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the 
death, to leave with tbe family, if any, or persons having the care of the deceased, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of deatli. 

Of Undertal'sr$. 

Sec* 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a suffi- 
cient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the uu- 
tborlties. 

Sec. 8» It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who coufliK^ta d 
funeral, or who buries or deposits in a tomb ibe body of any deceased perspiij to 
obtain the facts required by section tbii*d oi this chapter in relation to duatba, tDS* 
cerning such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause 
ofdeatb, ifa physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Monday f>l | 
the next succeeding month to make a return of the facts obtained, together with 1 
the physician's t^ertificate, to the cleric of the town in which the death oecurr^. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more efTectually to attain the 

objects herein contemplated : ProGided^ they do not conflict with tlie main ami 

specific object of this act, vix. : to secure the most perfect registration. 

, Of Fees. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesajtl, ' 
shall receive for each record of a birth or deatb, made and returned as required ^f j 
law, ten cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required 
by law, twenty cents ; to be paid to tbeoi out of their respective town treasuriiis: 
Provided, That the yearly couipensation to be paid out of the town trcasorj' BS | 
afofeaaid, to any one town cleric or person appointed as aforesaid who shall fadi i 
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fully perform the daties prescribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. 
Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as required in section eight of this 
chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerk, five 
cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of 
the state. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meet- 
ing of the society of Friends, or other person shall willfully neglect or refuse to per- 
form any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, he shall, at 
the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of 
the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the person who shall 
complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects to make 
the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to 
be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 18. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted 
by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of 
such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town 
derk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of 
any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this state, 
9s prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, from time to time, vary the forms of re- 
turns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary, to 
effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 1 7. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be drawn for 
by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the 
expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, 
making. the necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second 
section of this chapter. 



NOTES ON THE SEVERAL TOWNS. 

Bristol County. Barrington sends excellent returns. Causes of death are 
stated in such a manner as makes it probable that they were not certified by attend- 
ing physicians. Returns from Bristol are always elegantly prepared and arranged, 
^d are more full this year than formerly. In making up table of deaths, we used 
^r. B. J. Munro's record, in connection with the town clerk's. Mr. M. states that 
*he registry is better than ever before, and the record of births very accurate ; but 
^lie town clerk reported the causes of death, generally, as learned by inquiry from 
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the iktuUies ; while Mr. M. obtained them from pUysIeiJins* The town clerk inakes j 
constiiBplioa more pre Talent in the to^wn th^n Mr, M* does< Warren. — As luefM 
tofbre, records are well arranged. Birth-places of parents i^tated^ THq onlj defied 
is in causes of death, which are someltmes not stated, and sometimes vaguely given* 
Kent CotTNTT* Coventry gecds very carefully prepared returns. The town , 
clerk certifies them to be correct according to ^^ the best of my knowledge, and ae*j 
eording to the returns obtained/* Some of the pbysicians entirely neglect tbein 
duty* The number of deaths reported is much smaller than the truth, and can 
are vaguely given , often not at all. East Greenwich. The record is very goodfl 
but the town clerk has tailed, in relyiog on the physicians for the returns of bir^l 
aad in delating to send lu the record tdl long after tho period fixed by law. Chris- 1 
tian names of children born, are more commonly stated than heretofore ; a very 
necessary point. Twelve deaths aiKrribed to consumption^ out of 31 with assigned ( 
eauies ; undonbtedJy too great a number* The apparent amount of consumption in 
different towns might be much lessened by careful certificates from pbysicians, 
Wat GreenwicL Returns mucli fnlkr than formerly, and every way good, Tliiii 
towa if believed to be the moat remarkable in the State for early marriages. Half 
of the eight brides in 1857^ wero under twenty; ages 14, 15, 16 and 19. Five 
deaths by old age, Tbe improvement in registration in this town is as marked as 
in any place, Wanvkk. Returns are better than foimerly. Deficiency in ages 
of persons married ; and in causes oi dealti, many names of diseases being very in- 
correctly given, and many deaths having no assigned causes. Several events in- 
troduced which occurred in other years* 

Newport Codnty. Fall lUver^ This new town sends excellent retarDij all 
the particulars being generally obtained, and facts well arranged. Tlie foreip 
population seem to predominate more in this town than any other out of Provh | 
dence county. Jamesloicn. The town clerk writes that he has returned all mar* i 
riages which took place in the town^ since the law was enacted. For 1857, he laa 
returned two deaths, and writes that three other persons died, all females, two with 
consumption, one with heart disease, as be is informed. He adds, '* it has been 
my invariable rule, whenever a birth or death occurs in this town, to either sem 
a blank form to, or call on the family where it occurs*" We wish other town derfcs 
would be as attentive to their duties. LiUle Campion. Iteiums escellent in eve^ | 
r^pect. This town had an excellent registry from an early period of its hiiloKy' 
Middletown, is another place which always gives good returns* It is refreshing to 
meet with the town clerk's elegant and careful manuscripL Newport ciV^. Tbc reg- J 
istry of this city is very good, doing very great credit to the town clerk and his assjst- 
anta. A letter from Mr, Marsh informs me that " the city clerk employed a man to I 
go from hou^ to house to collect the births and deaths, as we only had returns froni I 
one physician," [two,] We are much gratified to know that the cit}' has passed an | 
ordinance, very similar to that in Provide nee, which we published in the nppeodii ] 
to the fourth report i and that tbia ordinance baa ao far worked well. The under- J 
takers are required to make returns of deaths monthly ; and statements of the , 
deaths are published in the newspapers everj^ month, as in Providence, The n- 
tum to the Secretary of State, for the year 1857, is arranged with great csi^ 
The births, arranged by wards, were as follows: Ward I., 51 ; IL, 57; III, 41; ] 
ly., 42; v., 86 J at Asylum, 3; total, 280. Deaths: Ward L, 35; If., ^IJ, 
JIL^2B; IV., 35; V,y42; in Newport Asylum,?; total, 178, New ShoitMm 
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i elerk of this tQwn persists in mutiiatLDg the eheeta of his retursBt or making 
; blanks for Itiioself^ All his retw^Jis have to be copied, at Ihe Staters expense, 
fore they can be bound. For births he seems to have depended on physicians. 
The particulars are generally well given. The most common recorded occupation 
Kfaherman y nearly as common ^ farmer. AH marriages performed by wardens. 
^Lrt:rmoi/YA. Facts lieficlent in number. The town clerk relied too much on the 
H^sician for the births, which the physician has reported very well \ in many cases 
B^christian names of the children are given. Ko deaths of ibreignera. Portsmouth 
Bery year shows a large number of deaths ascribed to consumptjon^ in 1857, ti 
out of 11, Are these so certified by physic Jana ? This town b most deficient of any 
in the county, in registration. Tiverton has always scot good returns ^ in this year^ 
the only defective part^ the record of causes of death, is improved; though names 
of diseases are not always given clearly. 

To^KS OF Providence County- BunilivUk* Eegistration mnch fuller than 
the year before ; defective as to first names of children born^ (ouly 21 in 117 stated) 
and as to CMises of death, (34 stated in 58.) A carefully prepared and well 
arranged retnra. Cramton. Return elegant. Ouly important defect is in paren- 
tage of those who died. This column is meant to show the place of birth of the 
parents of the deceased person* The hirth-recottl was obtained hy actnal inquiry 
over the town, and is a model return. Marriages perhaps deficient in number. 
CttTnherland* Record would be Improved if events were arranged by dates more 
completely. Some birtlis and deaths are entered twice, on account of inattention 
J^thk. The town was canvassed to obtain the births, and most were collected in 
Hpt way. Foster. Return very perfect, Ol€>c€»ter. Physicians appear to have 
^oeen relied on to report births, mostly. Accordiogly, nearly one-half have no 
cimstian names, greMly impairing the value of the record. A part of the list of 
I is ejEceedingly deficient, giving neither sex nor parentage ; a mere obstetric 
of practice. Otherwise, the return is good, though the number of events ia 
L MnaUer than belongs to a town of the siee. Johnston. The same fault as to 
s mode of obtaining births. Almost all are reported by a single physician. 
rih Providence. The report does very great credit to the town elerk* Births 
(fere obtained by actual inquiry in all parts of the town and are very fully reported, 
i two cases, the child is marked as 17th of the parents* Fareutage of children ii 
sttaetimes given incorrectly. Only deficiency in causes of death; not stated in 54 
Ut ot 196* Karnes of diseases often incorrectly given. This retnrn was one of the 
t laborious in the State, and yet was the firet sent in to the Secretary of State, 
iiafe. The most imperfect part of the record is in births ; entries scanty, and 
t names of children omitted in more than half the cases* Smilkfield. This very 
I town with no central village, has great diiliculties in the way of a complete 
ttration. A small portion only of the births and deaths, due to the popnlation, 
IfBCorded. The town clerk writes : '^ with few exceptions, the facts in relation to 
fths and deaths were collected by the collector of taxes, while going aliout the 
i in the discharge of his official duties, and the disease could not be ascertained* 
i^bably not more than half the number were collected. This town has not ap- 
^ted any person to act as undertaker ^ and physicians do not make returns. X 
S thought that if it were imperative upon the town council to appoint some per* 
I or persons to collect the facts in relation to births and deaths^ the returns would 
B tough more complete." Oftlie 39 deaths reported by the town clerk, only Ijl 
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iiad causes aaaign^ \ 9 other deaths were obtained fH}m the Providence moa 
aod from the writer^s own priu^tioe. 

PBovtD£j?cE City, The City Hegisfriir, Dr* Kdv?m M. Know, still contififfl 
Id pfiTfonn the duties corresponding to tlio«e of town clerks, in connection with I 
iubjcct of regiatration. The returna are very full atid t^ompJete. The third uam 
report of the City Registrar preseuts a summary of llie resuUs for 1857, yfhkk 
aided us much in prepariDg this report In addition to the usual very vaJoalil 
tables and observationst it contains important tablca on the subject of consumf^ 
analyjsing the deaths by that disease tor two yeara. It ahowa, hj many diff© 
te$Uj that the year waB unusually healthy in Providence. 

WA8HiNGT03i CouNTY. Chadesiown* Returns as usual very goodn firti 
deathiiof persona of Indian descent, entered as bk/ck. Exeter. Sheets niutilatedfl 
needinff to he copied at the expense of the State. In other respectij the towa derk I 
sbowfl great indifference to the duties laid on him by the regiiStration-law. Ell 
makes the registration-year end March 31 st. A copy of tlie law may be found ml 
the appendix of each Registration Report, or in the Revised Statutes^ nf}pkinim.\ 
Tlie town clerk writes: *■ I have reported all the marriages and deaths that hivaj 
been reported to me. It is my opinion that marriages have been pretty iiillf i^l 
ported \ as to deaths^ I am not sure that they all have been ; a^ to blrthSf I bdievel 
that they are all reported, so far as 1 have been able to ascertain." We belietal 
that the principal deficiency must be in deaths ; the number is very small Ibr tlie I 
population, and we have been t-old by a very intelligent patient from that towa tki J 
ieveral deaths occurred there in autumn, from dlarrhcca or dysentexjj under cir^l 
cumstanees which made it probable that a mill pond or stream had an ageocj^ Ml 
producing them. Three such deaths are reported, two being sisters, The Tetunwl 
are well prepared, but would be improved by arranging the events accordiag I 
dates. North Kinffslown, The town clerk should remember that the object of rEg*! 
istration is to obtain a record of the births, marriages and deaths of each curnintf 
year, not to explore the history of the past inhabitants. He has sent in i list of I 
754 birthsj more than twice aa many as are reported from any other town or *^'ity I 
except Frovidence. But of these only 28 took place in the year 1867,— the cmlfl 
year winch be is required to cover m his return, or entitled to fees for, under i 
tion 5th of the law. Several births are sent m, in the record " for the year ea** 
December Slat, 1S57,'* which took place in the last century ! One occurred befot 
the date of the Declaration of Independence. Others were in tlie year 1B5S* That 
marriages range from 1822 to 1858; the deaths from 1814 to 1858; he rcporlft 1 
deaths, of which only 8 took place m the^year 1857, Of these 8, only one bw^ 
cause assigned. Does the town pay for such amateur investigations ? 
Kingstown reports no births, few deaths, of which the particulars are well gii« 
Marriages well reported \ return written directly across on both aides, requiring w 
be copied* The town clerk writes that he was appointed to the ofiice 
vacant by the late clerk^s resigning, in January, 1858. Richmond* A good retii 
well arranged and prepared, though scanty. Births collected from the 
JVeaterlif* Return iv^ell prepared, deficient mostly in number of deaths i 
Almost all the births are reported by physicians i many without christian ! 
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pkcQ and name of their parenb^ and the time of r^eeord'mg^ so far as the same 
be ascertained. The rocord of deaths shall state the date of deatb^ name and sur- 
name ot deceased, the seat, color and condition, (aiogie or married,) age, occupations 
place oC death, plaeti of birth, names and birth place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recordings so far as can be ascertained. 

Of Marriages. I 

Sec. 4. Every society of Frtcndi, clergymen, and all others, authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every Bueh rite perfortued by 
them, in manner and form atbresaidi and return the same on or before the second 
Monday of every mondi, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the tovru in 
whic!h stich rite shail have been perioTmed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized, 
until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authoi'ity alx^ut to solemnize 
it, or to the clerk of a soi^iety of Friends, a certificate containing the intbrmation 
required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of 
chapter* 

Of Births. 

Skc, 5. It shall bi> the duty of the clerk of each of tlie towns, annually, in 
month of January^ to coUcut the facts required by section third of this chapter, in 
relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty- first da; 
of December next preceding, aod for each full report of a birth so obtained, Ih 
clerk shall receive ten cents to be paid by the town in wbicb the birlh is recorded 

Of Deaths. 

Sec, €. ^Vhenever any person shall die in the state, it shall be ihe duty of 
physician attend iog in his or her last sickness, within forty -eight hours after 
death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the earc of the decea5ctl, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 

Of Underlakers. 

Sec. 7- Tlicrc may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a suffi- 
cient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the au- 
thorities* 

Hec. 8, It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a 
funeral, or who buries or deposits in a tomb the body of any deceased person, to 
obtain the facta required by section third of this chapter in relation to deaths, eoa- 
cerning such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of L!>e cause 
of death, if a physician wfisin attendance, and on or before the second Monday ot 
the next succeeding month to make a return of the facts obtained, together witb 
the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec, 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more efrectually to attain tbft 
objects herein contemplated i Proeidedi they do not conflict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz, : to secure the most perfect registration. 

Of Fees. 

Sec, 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaidi 
shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required hy 
law J ten cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as reqniml 
by law, twenty cents; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries! 
Provided, That the yearly compensation to he paid out of the town treasurer of 
aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid who shall l^tlh 
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fully perform the tlntim prescribed bj tiii« chapter, shall net be leas than five dolkra. 

iidcrttiki'rs at»d others making returns of ilea tlis as required in section eiglifc ofthii 

shapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerkj five 

its In the cities of Providence or Newport, aod ten eenta in the other towns of 

le state . 

Sec. 1 L If any clergyman , physician, anderUker, town clerk^ clerk of any meet' 
lug of the society of Friends, or other person shall willfully neglect or refuse to per- 
rm any of tbe duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chaptcrj he shall, al 
the discretion of the court or jusdce trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each offencu, one-half thereof to the use of 
the town in which tlie ofiVnce shall occur, the other half to the person who shall 
complain of the same* 

Sec. 12, In onier that it may be more aurcly ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects to make 
^^the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to 
^Hfce recorded in the clerk's office of I he town where he resides. 
^H Bec. 13. No letbera of administration or letters testamentary, shall he granted 
^Hpiy &ny court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of 
■ such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of tins chapter. 

Sec* 14, The said books or rcgistcfSj or a certificate duly certified by the to^va 
clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of 
any marriage, birth or death, shall bereailcr be admitted in any court ia this state, 
as prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death, 

SeOi 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be dtstmgnishfid 
'om those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 
Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, from time to time, vary the forms of re- 
I, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary, to 
t the object of this chapter. 
8 EC, 1 7. The sum of two hun tired and fifty dollars annoally, to be drawn tor 
the ^eretary of state, i^ appropriated out of the general treasury , to defray the 
nae incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, 
iking the necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second 
tion of this chapter. 



NOTES ON THE SEVERAL TOWNS. 



Bristol County. Barringion sends excellent retorns. Causes of death arc 

i^tated in such a manner as makes it probable that they were not certified by attend- 

: physicians. Returns from Bristol are always elegantly prepared and arranged, 

Id are more lull this year than formerly. In making up table of deaths, we used 

B. J, Munro's record, io connection with the town clerk's. Mr. M, states that 

\ rtsgiatry is better than ever before, and the record of births very accurate \ but 

klown clerk reported the causes of death, generally, as learned by inquiry from. 
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